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CHET HEYBERGER 


GETTING TO DO WHAT YOU 
WANTED TO BE 


There’s this one question that 
destroys me everytime I hear it. I 
mean it. I muddle along — fairly 
enjoying myself most of the time — 
then some inopportune person 
blathers it out: “What are you going 
to be when you grow up?” No 
answer. 

I ignore the question, or laugh, or 
leave the office and go over to the 
rec center and trade war stories with 
the guys from the street bike 
magazines across the hall. 

I'll probably always continue to 
ignore that question. 

But there are other questions — 
basically similar — that come up in 
conversation with race spectators or 
with young riders we meet on testing 
days. Or they arrive in the morning, 
along with the normal junk mail. 

It usually goes this way: “How can 
I get to be a mechanic/top rider/ 
dealer/sponsored racer/factory en- 
gineer/test rider/factory wrench?” 

There are two ways to investigate 
and find the answers. One way is to 
quiz the people who are now what 
the questioner wants to be. That 
means talking to someone like Jim 
Felt (this year’s Golden Wrench 
winner after he tuned Jimmy 
Weinert’s bike to National #1 in 
motocross), or Tony DiStefano (now 
a Suzuki-sponsored motocrosser and 
blowing off everyone in the winter 
series down in Florida), or Gary 
Harlow (owner of DG Performance 
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Specialties, the makers of all those 
trick 125 engine and suspension 
parts), or Al Baker (who not only 
runs his own shop, but is also a 
Honda-sponsored off-road racer). 

So I talk to them. 

I find that most of them are where 
they are because they are doing 
the thing that they do the best. 

Sure there are other consider- 
ations. Some inherited a business 
from their fathers. Some have 
enormous talents that you wouldn't 
think are related to motorcycling. 
Some have  super-quick physical 
reflexes, or high fear thresholds, or 
maybe only an unjust amount of 
luck that they can apply directly to 
riding and racing. But there are 
others that found natural or learned 
talents — like a good business sense, 
or a mathematically-trained mind, 
or an ability to describe the 
kinesiology that’s going on when 
they ride — and applied these to 
motorcycles. 

Let me stop and change directions. 
There’s a second way to investigate 
how to become what you want to 
be. That’s to ask the people with the 
power to help you become; the 
people who'll be hiring you. 

To do this, I have to talk to Tim 
Smith (Kawasaki's racing manager), 
or to shop owners (who may want 
mechanics or racers), or to the 
department heads of the factory 

Continued on page 104 


“TRICKIT:’ 


MAKES FORKS PERFORM 


FROM THE 
SUSPENSION 
EXPERTS 


Some motocross and 
enduro bikes are superb 
in every respect but one: 
suspension. The new 
TRICKIT Fork Improver 
Kit remedies that. 
TRICKIT is an inexpen- 
sive, easy-to-install kit 
that makes Yamaha, 
Suzuki, or Kawasaki 
forks perform as good— 
or better than—any in the 
world. TRICKIT’S unique 
(patent applied for) valve 
design assures that 
precisely the correct 
amount of oil is trans- 
ferred—exactly as 
needed. The result: a 
softer, better, more con- 
trolled ride, better 
handling, less shock to 
the handlebars, and 
greater safety. 


Easy installation and 
precise instructions, too. 


TRICKIT® Fork Im- 
prover Kits for Yamaha, 
Kawasaki* and Suzuki 
100 cc. to 900 cc. 
Models (aluminum fork 
sliders only) ....$9.95 


“Kawasaki KX 250 
(UST) cones hs $14.95 
CZ 125, 250 and 400 
COON ae nae atk ee $9.95 


NEW Pressure seal kit 
for Koni Shock Ab- 
sorbers 
State make, model and 
year when ordering. 
Plus 50¢ handling charge. 


California residents add 
6% sales tax. 


DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 


Number One 


Products 
11509A Bexley Dr., Whittier CA 90606 


MUST READING! 


What happens inside, when you run a different lubricant in each cylinder of the 
same engine .. . Klotz in one cylinder and the leading petroleum product in the 
other? The differences will astound you. 

Get “The Klotz Report.” Read all about it. See your Klotz dealer for free copies. Or 
write us direct. Please include 25¢ to cover cost of postage and handling and we'll 
also send along our brochure on the whole Klotz family of products. But be 
forewarned, you may never want to run a “cheapie” oil again. 


Dealer inquiries are welcome. 


A ! Klotz Special Formula 

ey Products, Inc. 

P.O. Box 1343 Dept. DB-65 
Ft. Wayne, Indiana 46801 


OTE 
POWER 1060 


HI-PERFORMANCE 
FASTER STARTS 
STOPS PLUG FOULING 
CARBON FREE 
BLENDS WITH GAS 
OR ALCOHOL 


Morone JE OIL 


Ma OIL INJECTION OR PREMI 
Tda 


BITS 
d 


a 
PIECES 


by 
LEN WEED 


It’s not pronounced gunner. A few 
pertinent facts about our new Tech 
Editor. His favorite colors are blue 
and yellow. Gunnar won a cross- 
country ski championship in Sweden 
when he was 14, and rode observed 
trials at the intermediate level. His 
first MXer was a 175 Husky three- 
speed with Earle’s forks in 1959. He 
joined Husqvarna on a consulting 
basis in 1964, the same day he 
graduated from college with a 
degree in Mechanical Engineering. 
He was district champion one year. 
“Big deal. Hammargren was in 
Europe.” 

In the fall of 67 he raced his way 
through Australia and New Zealand 
with J.N. Roberts. The pair teamed 
to win the Mint 400 in the spring of 
1968. Gunnar jumped back and 
forth between the U.S. and Sweden 
until 1969, when he more or less 
settled here. In 1969 he was the 
Canadian Open champion. He took 
a sixth in the Trans-AMA in 1970, a 
third in the Inter-AMA in ’71 and a 
ninth in ’72. He also served as 
technical liaison between the factory 
in Sweden and the American race 
team in 1971 and 1972 and was the 
team manager in 1973. During his 
ten years with Husqvarna before 
joining Hi-Torque (hell also be 
working with the other dirt publi- 
cation-Cover to Cover MX) he was a 
member of the research and develop- 
ment team and had a hand in 
developing the Mikkola GP bike that 
won the world championship last 
year. So far he hasn’t told us how he 
got to be the Swedish Meatball King. 


* * * * 


Gene Wirwahn, Legislative Di- 
rector of the AMA, wrote a letter to 
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Sports Illustrated. We think you 
should too. The Scorecard section of 
the January 13, 1975 issue contained 
a rather one-sided write-up of the 
Barstow to Vegas race. Here’s one of 
the choicer barbs: “Banning the race 
altogether might encourage some 
motorcyclists to go back to their old 
foraging ways on the desert or join 
the Hell’s Angels on the highways 
and scare the wits out of all of us. 
But rather than a mass start, 
environmentalists suggest compro- 
mising further with an “enduro” —a 
limited number of riders starting a 
few at a time and running at 
reduced speeds. This might take 
some of the fun out of the sport — 
but it would certainly be a lot 
gentler on the wilderness.” 

We might suggest to Sports Illus- 
trated that touch football with no 
blocking would be a lot gentler on 
Joe Namath’s knees, but we won't. 

The address: Mr. Hedley Dono- 
van, Editor-in-Chief, Sports Illus- 
trated, Time Life Building, Rocke- 
feller Center, New York, New York 
10020. Refer to “Trade-off with 
Nature” in the January 13, 1975, 
Scorecard on page 15. 


* * * * 


For the literally tens of you who 
wondered what happened to “From 
the Saddle.” It was at the bar. 
Judicial. DIRT BIKE owns it. But 
what are we going to do with it? 
Good question. Foofing right along, 
if you’ve missed Foofaraw at your 
local newsstand, go back and look 
for it. Foofaraw, or just plain Foof 
as we know it around here, is pure 
“From the Saddle,” “Checkpoint” 
and other mind-rotting, totally un- 
redeeming foolishness and piddle. 


MOU Il 


YOU CAN OWN 


THE WORLD'S LARGEST 


CYCLE PARTS CATALOG 


For Only 


$3.00 


ICATALOG `3.00 


230 PAGES! 


Here it is . . . the most complete 
selection available anywhere! Lit- 
erally a department store of motor- 
cycle accessories at your fingertips. 
No need to shop several companies. 
C/P’U has it all. Over $200,000.00 
inventory. You get same day service 
while saving $$$. Contains over 
10,000 items. Fully illustrated. $3.00 
price includes postage and decal. 


CYCLE PARTS UNLIMITED, INC. 


1426 EAST DOUGLAS 
WICHITA, KANSAS 67214 


DB 
OK, C/P/U: 
Here's my three bucks. Send me your 


“World's Largest Catalog. 
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City 


State 


TEJRE P 


DG Performance Specialties Inc. 
5552 La Palma Ave. East 
Anaheim, Calif. 92806 


Our New Phone Number 714/996-4430 


SHOCK LAY-DOWN KIT 


Swing Arm Assembly (of chromoly) 
with Bronze Bushings, anda 


Top Assembly Mounting Bracket. PERFORMANCE 


(welding required on top bracket). 
$109.95 SPECIALTIES nc. 


The New BOGE Shock 
$54.95/pair 


; i p PE Sx Hil N Shocks Te & y 
\ sA ale i M) j available g 
T ae, ~“& DG SHOCK COOLER $39.95/pair 


(Specify Koni or Boge and size) 


TOP KIT FOR LAY-DOWN $26.95 


For use with either 11.75 Boge or 11.9 Koni 
shocks. Please 


specily make nd TT 


model of bike. 


DG’s Newest 


RADIAL HEAD! os 


$64.95 CR250 
New low price on 125 Head med 
$39.95 for CR125, I= 


TM125, and KX125. 


DG’s 100cc KIT for Honda 125 


$250.00 Complete 
Consists of: Radial Head, 
MIKUNI Carb, ah 
Cylinder Liner, Piston, J 
Rings, and Gasket. 
Includes pressing the 
cylinder liner into your Ne 
barrel and custom porting NE 
you assemble. 


| on The NEW “Tiger Torquer-A” 

pie ts | All-Aluminum Pipe for Honda XR75 

į A completely new line of aluminum pipes, 
beginning with the XR75, soon available for 
other models. Lightweight, equals steel pipe 


performance. $42.95 - hy 


y 


PORT IT FOR 
PERFORMANCE r Fe] 
Stage 1 through 5 E Sees 
Call or write for 
more details! The NEW “Hi Torquer” for CR125 and CR250 
No frame or air-box mod's required. Diagram 
shows how to trim head fins. $69.95 


The NEW “Torquer” Improved for 1975 
DG’s famous pipe...most copied pipe in the industry. 
Get your original from DG. Honda CR125...$48.95 also for 
KS125, KX125, TM125, 
YZ125, YZ80, 
CR250...$58.95 


ALUMINUM 


n A 

: Super ale 

EXHAUST = ug hu FORK OIL S48 

MANIFOLD | j AÀ 16 oz. plastic bottle ASis 

FLANGE œ _. a tL $1.25 Saas 
E 


For XR75. $4.95 — 


1975 Book of Tricks $1% 


It’s good for you. What next? Barf 
and Burn. 


* * * * 


Here’s Russ Darnell’s Motocross 
School schedule for the next few 
months. Several staffers have taken 
Russ’ course. We can recommend it 
almost as much as mouth-to-mouth 
resuscitation or windsurfing Walden 
Pond. How do you think Chet got to 
be the Novice Motocross Champion 
of Puerto Rico? It wasn’t all beer and 
pizza that did the trick. 


May 23-24 
2-day school 
Billings, Montana 


May 30-31 
2-day school 
Las Vegas, Nevada 


June 7-8 
2-day school 
Eagle River, Arkansas 


June 16-20 

5-day training 

Saddleback Park, California 

June 23-27 

5-day training 

Indian Dunes, California 

July 11-12 

2-day school 

New England (location to be announced) 


July 14-18 

5-day training 

Roaring Branch Motosport, Pennsylvania 
July 19-20 

2-day school 

Roaring Branch Motosport, Pennsylvania 
July 23-24 

2-day school 

Honda Hills, Columbus, Ohio 


July 28-Aug 1 
5-day school 
Chillicothe, Illinois 


Aug 13-14 

2-day school 

Carnegie Cycle Park, Livermore, California 
Aug 16-17 

2-day school 

Bend, Oregon 

Aug 19-20 

2-day school 

Washougal, Washington 

Aug 23-24 

2-day school 

Motocross West, Port Angeles, Washington 


Aug 28-29 
2-day school 
Indian Dunes, California 
Sept 1-5 
5-day training 
Saddleback Park, California 
Continued on page 84 
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ASK 
THE 


EXPERT 


PRESTON PETTY 


SILENCE IS GOLDEN 
I have a 1972 Yamaha 250MxX. All 

my neighbors complain about the 
noise it makes. I have a silencer but 
the cheap thing has broken into 
pieces twice. Could you tell me if 
there is a super-quiet pipe to fit or if 
the Trapp Silencer by Discojet is a 
real good silencer? Please, you’ve got 
to help me keep peace between me 
and my neighbors. 

Mark Holland 

Bellaire, Michigan 


The Xdusor will reduce the noise 
to a tolerable level. The Trapp 
Silencer will work even better. But 
with any silencer, you should make a 
secure attachment of the silencer to 
the frame. Xdusor has an optional 
center mount kit that clamps around 
the frame. It might take a bit of 
welding, but it will hold it on. Very 
few silencers will stay in one piece if 
they are just clamped on to the end 
of the tailpipe. Another trick to help 
keep the silencer on the end of the 
tailpipe is brazing a small nut or 
loop onto the muffler and_ the 
tailpipe and using an exhaust pipe 
spring stretched between them. 
When the clamp loosens up the 
spring will still keep the silencer 
pulled into the exhaust pipe stinger. 
With this spring and a solid strap 
mount from the silencer to the 
frame, you should be able to keep it 
on intact. 


YAMAHA GROWTH KIT 
I own a Yamaha 125 AT2 Enduro. 
Would it be possible to put one of 
the new 175 MX’s barrel, head and 
piston on it? Would it be necessary 
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to change the 24mm carb, the 
timing or the exhaust pipe? With the 
stock carb and a new pipe, how 
would the power compare to one of 
the Yamaha MX175s? 

Joe Thomas 

Newton, Iowa 


Many of the riders I know who 
have 125MXs have put Enduro 
barrels on to widen out the power- 
band. Since you already have an 
Enduro, you can enhance its per- 
formance by raising the exhaust port 
2mm and putting in an MX piston. A 
2mm larger carburetor would work 
well also, along with an MX pipe or 
a torque pipe. If youve got the 
money, do the same thing to your 
175 barrel and add a 175 MX piston. 
With this 175 your scoot should be at 
least as quick as the stock MX 175, 
but with a wider, more ridable 
powerband. 


THERMO-FLUNK SHOCKS 
I have a "74 250 MX and the rear 

shocks seem pretty crappy. Fre- 
quently, it does tank-slappers over 
fast whoop-de-dos and over fast 
washboards. Is there any way to fix 
these shocks, or should I go to Koni 
or something else? Help. 

John Howe 

Salt Lake City, Utah 


There is a bit you can do to 
improve the response of the Thermo- 
flow shock. For about $18 you can 
get a YZ dampener unit to fit into 
the Thermoflow shock. This offers 
better oil control and dampening. 
Fill them back up with five-weight 
oil and, if you can get them, try 


Dynos tell the truth. Our popular Yamaha 
expansion chamber was tested against 
the stock system and chambers from 
two other manufacturers, Torque and 
Bassani.* The results: at peak 
horsepower Hooker produced 24.77 
horsepower; Torque 21.82; Bassani 
21.88 and stock 20.21. Seat of the 
pants testing is an important part of our 
design procedure. But when it comes 
right down to it, dynos tell it like it is! 


¥ Testing was run at Hooker's California facility, 
February 18, 19, 20 ona Stuska dynomometer by 
Product Development Engineer, Dick Lytell. A 1974 
Yamaha DT250A Enduro was tested with off-the- 
shelf tuners from Hooker # 26290, Bassani 
#DT250AB, Torque #2458 and Yamaha stock. Copies 
of this comparison are available from Hooker Headers, 
1032 West Brooks St. Ontario, California 91762. 


HEADERS 
9 


USE WHAT 
ROGER 


Roger DeCoster, Trans-AMA Winner, three-time Motocross World 
Champion, has to have the best. 
He relies on his machine to run fast and finish everytime. His engine 
oil is Bel-Ray 2-Cycle Racing Oil because it burns cleaner, boosts 
power and fights friction to run cooler. 
In his transmission is Bel-Ray Gear Oil to absorb gear shock caused 
by high-speed shifting. 
Bel-Ray Chain Lube is 
sprayed on. It penetrates 
into Roger’s chain to coat 
pins and prevent slacking 
caused by hard racing wear. 
Roger’s Suzuki must also 
handle—front forks are 
filled with Bel-Ray Fork 
Oil and the rear shocks with 
Bel-Ray Shock Oil. Both 
Oils are formulated for 
stable performance with- 
out foaming. 
His control cables are lubed 
with Bel-Ray 6-in-1. Bel- 
Ray Grease is used for wheel bearings 
and swingarm. 
All of these products are at your 
local dealer. Bel-Ray makes ex- 
actly the same Total Perfor- 
mance Racing Lubricants 
for you. DeCoster’s a win- 
ner with Bel-Ray 
YOU CAN BE TOO! 


Made BY motorcycle 
people, FOR motorcycle 
riders and sold BY motor- 
cycle dealers. 


Bel-Ray 


Company Inc. 

Termalene Division 

P.O. Box 526, Dept. DB 
Farmingdale, N.J. 07727 
(201) 938-2421 

(Western office) 

P.O. Box 1520, Dept. DB 
Huntington Beach, CA 92647 
(714) 522-0581 


TOTAL PERFORMANCE 
RACING LUBRICANTS 


S& W 60-90 springs packed to a 
9.5-inch preload. If you weigh 
around 150-160 pounds, this will 
work better. 


FLAT OUT 
I’m presently building a 175 

Yamaha half-mile flattracker. I 
would like to know what frame and 
suspension parts would be the best 
for my purpose, front and rear. Bear 
in mind I’m trying to cut down on 
weight as much as possible, since I 
weigh 155 pounds and those little 
105-pound flattrackin’ freaks are at 
an advantage. 

Mike Kirk 

Collinsville, Illinois 


I would recommend a Track- 
master frame for your 175 engine. 
Your stock forks will work fine with 
a Trickit installed, and a set of 
S & W or Koni shocks at the rear 
will make your scoot handle fine for 
your intended application. With a 
small plastic tank added and with 
the Autolube removed, the bike 
should weigh about 175 pounds. 


POWER CORRUPTS 

Having read most of the magazines 
on the market over the years, I am 
consistently impressed with your 
common sense answers to the ques- 
tions asked in your column, and 
therefore request your advice. I 
would like to improve the power on 
my °73 Yamaha 360cc Enduro 
without reducing reliability too 
much. I plan to make the following 
modifications: 

1. Install a high-compression head. 
(The head is a’°72 Yamaha 360cc MX 
head with the necessary cooling fins 
removed to clear the exhaust 
chamber.) When used before, I 
experienced minor detonation at 
constant throttle and when backing 
off the throttle. Acceleration was 
clean and much improved. 

2. I plan to knife the transfer ports 
and clean up all port castings, 
without changing any of the ports. 

My questions are: 

l. Since I use the bike for 
transportation to and from work 
(five miles), trail riding, short 
highway jaunts and, on occasion, a 
not-too-serious competition of vari- 
ous sorts, will the above modifi- 
cations give me a gain in perfor- 
mance without loss of reliability and 
still be livable under those riding 

Continued on page 96 
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HOLE 


SHOT 


by 
JOHN ULRICH 


STU PETERS AND THE CMC, 
STRONG NUMBER TWO 


This month “Hole Shot” takes a look 
at Stu Peters and the Continental 
Moto-Sports Club and tries to find 
out what makes the CMC one of the 


most successful racing organizations 
around. John Ulrich is the moto- 
journalist who sponsored the piece 
for us and the photo of John up on 
top was taken by Gene Romero. 


From outward appearances — the 
big house, the beautiful wife, the 
Mercedes-Benz motorcar, the clut- 
tered office complete with giggling 
secretaries and file boxes on shelves 
marked with state names ranging 
from “Alaska” to “Washington” — 
Stewart Peters may not seem much 
different from other California 
businessmen at the helm of corpora- 
tions engaged in interstate com- 
merce. The difference is, Peters and 
his partner Kelvin Franks are in the 
business of marketing motorcyle 
racing. 

Returning to Southern California 
in 1968 after five years of racing the 
World Championship motocross cir- 
cuit in Europe, Peters found himself 
in a part of the world where 
“motocross” was virtually unknown, 
and most people raced “scrambles” if 
they raced at all. Starting out with 
Kelvin and the idea that the time 
was right for some organized moto- 
cross racing, Peters formed Con- 
tinental Moto-Sports Club, Inc., and 
went to work. Now, seven years 
later, CMC has 20,000 licensed 
racers, operates in 20 states, and 
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sanctions motocross, road racing, 
class “A” speedway, TT scrambles, 
flattrack, indoor and outdoor short 
track, mile and hillclimbing activi- 
ties. On a given day in California 
alone 1400-1600 riders may be 
racing CMC events. While the AMA 
is larger, it cannot outshine the 
CMC in organization of events or 
operating economics. In time of 
recession, CMC, Inc. is booming just 
the same. 

Talking to Stu Peters offers insight 
into both the success of the CMC, 
and the institution of race pro- 
moting. 

“Working 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week, you can put together a 
good program, and keep it put 
together. The keys are an insurance 
program and versatility. We're 
working on insurance programs that 
will help tracks, parks, clubs, pro- 
moters to stay alive by keeping costs 
down. By running the number of 
events we do, we can keep the rates 
low. In the last four years the CMC 
has had an insurance program with 
medical insurance for the riders 
that’s gotten cheaper as the years 
have gone by. 

“A lot of people put together a 
program and feel it is bulletproof, 
the only one in town that is worth 
the while. You have to stay flexible 
from year to year, change programs, 
change formats, keep up to date 
with the racing world. 

“A combination of good facilities 
that can handle the people, good 


Buy Casler 


and enjoy 


the difference 


Send us 50¢ and we'll send you information on 

all our products with decals, of course. Write 

to Casler Performance Products, 1031 West Brooks 
Street, Ontario, California 91762. 


KX250 @ PENTON @ CR 250M E 


FOX SHOX 


The best moto-x shocks available. 


e Gas pressurized 

e Adjustable dampening 
e Made in U.S.A. 

e Rebuildable 

e Fade-proof 


FOX SHOX -— get a pair 
today and go faster next Sunday. 


DEALERS INQUIRIES REQUESTED 


Mail coupon and $1.00 to: 


THE MOTO-X FOX 
§ 520 McGlincy Lane Dept. DB, 
1 Campbell, Calif. 95008 (408) 371-1221 
I Please send shock information and 
catalog 


CR 250M @ HUSKY @ TM 125 ® MAICO ŒE CR125M E CZ E KX250 @ PENTON @® CR 250M @ HUSKY @ CR 250M ® HUSKY @® TM 125 E MAICO E CR 125M 
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concessions and good clean rest 
rooms really pays off. It’s not just 
having a good racetrack, but having 
a well-rounded racing facility. The 
CMC has worked on going to the 
bigger tracks, the well-known tracks, 
because we can have the participa- 
tion of riders, the participation of 
spectators, and the name of the 
facility gets in the limelight in a lot 
of ink from local newspapers. Hope- 
fully, people see that and come and 
see the races, and riders want to 
come and ride it. 


“Weve geared our nighttime 
events strictly for the spectators, 
getting done by 10:30 p.m. If a 
person goes to the movie theater on 
Friday night they can walk in the 
door at 7:30 p.m. and be out of there 
at 10:30 p.m., having seen their $3 
worth of film. Thats what you're 
competing against. Some promoters 
go with the idea of giving the riders 
whatever they want, long motos, 
long practice, even if it lasts until 2 
a.m. Such programs might get 400 
spectators through the front gate on 
a good night, where a good night for 
us is 2500 spectators. Our opening 
night race of 1975 gave us about 
2500 spectators and we had to shut 
entries at six o'clock. We take the 
first 250 entries or stop at 6:30, 
whichever comes first. We don’t feel 
like prostituting the program by 
taking everyone who comes through 
the front gate and then running until 
12 o'clock or one o'clock in the 
morning because of so many entries. 

“You run into a lot of very 
unrealistic people. Ask the average 
person how many spectators are at 
an event, and in most cases they will 
glance around and say there must be 
thousands. They look around and 
see a lot of people and feel the 
promoters are making a bundle of 
money. There are given days that 

Continued on page 99 
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DIRT BIKE 


WHEELS OF (SOME) MEN 
Dirt bike riding is an experience to 
be respected and enjoyed in and for 
itself. Some are able to do it in 
splendor while others consider them- 
selves lucky to participate at all. To 
display a beautiful glossy of a group 
in the splendor class degrading a 
fellow rider who is doing what he 
loves with what he has is rock 
bottom. I mean the Wheels of Man 
ad on the inside back cover of the 
January issue. 
What crap. 
Les Roisum 
Delmar, Delaware 


I saw something on the inside 
back cover of your magazine that 
turned my stomach. Wheels of Man 
should be ashamed. 

Ellery Stowell 
Belton, Texas 


I hope that the so-called hick 
wipes those guys off the track. 
Barry Clayton 
Asheville, North Carolina 


What the advertisers want to say 
is up to them, but we want to go on 
record as saying we don't care much 
for the philosophy either. As a 
matter of fact, their World War MX 
ad is disturbing too. 


JOFA DELIGHT 
Boy, are you guys lucky;, m 
giving you the greatest invention 
since the disposable diaper. I call it 
the Jofa Delight. Sounds good, eh? 
They come in four yummy flavors, 
including Maico Orange. Just think 
of all the possibilities. After the race, 
take your woofie out and split a Jofa 
Delight. Or if you get the munchies 
in the middle of a race, pop a Jofa. 
Now this is where you guys come 
in. All you have to do is produce it, 
advertise it, and sell it. Then we split 
the profits 50/50. 60/40? 70/30? 
80/20? 
Bill Huff 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 


JUNE 1975 


[mther BLACK SHADOW 175 
PANTHER’S ride and 
handling are perfect for 
cow trailing and traveling 
about town. 

Oil-injected 5-speed 175cc 
It’s great to go on a 
Panther! 

PANTHER 

~ MOTOSPORT INDUSTRIES 
(213) 386-8171 


711 SO. VERMONT AVENUE 


BOUNCE 
REDUCERS 


— 


LOS ANGELES, CA 90005 
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k GP SHOCKS 
ELEPHAN 110 cc’s of silicone 
SHOCKS fluid and 2% inch diam- 


The ultimate forward eter fins make GP Shocks 


fem S ee \ ae A 
mount shock with 58 TEE =o } Lies competition quality. 
square inches of cool- Osis =sie “ois: Completely assembled 
ing area, 145 cc's of iset ==; with Koni dampers, S&W 


springs, Fortner silicone 
fluid) and damping ad- 
justed and shimmed in 
place. 


Set of two: $117.50 


cooling fluid and three ¢ 
inch diameter fins. Com- 
pletely assembled with 
Koni dampers, S&W 
springs, Fortner sili- 
cone fluid and damp- 
ing adjusted and 


shimmed in place. GP Shock Body kits 


he j for Koni’s, including 
Set of two: £ a bodies, pre-meas- 
$129.95 ~. ured fluid and instruc- 

\ tions: $49.95 


Elephant shock body 

kits for Koni’s, includ- 
ing bodies, pre-meas- y 
ured fluid and instruc- OUA E 


tions: $64.95 


Finned area on all 
shocks milled for chain 
clearance. 


ELEPHANTS and GPs avail- 
able in 11.9, 12.4, 12.9, and 
13.4 inch lengths. 


poppy? 


820 N. HOLLYWOOD 
WAY, BURBANK, 
CALIFORNIA 91505 
(213) 845-2641 
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CHAIN LIFE 


MING CHAIN LUBE! 


Often copied, but never duplicated. LE Chain Life—it's a way of 
Chain Life is a high performance life for your motorcycle. 
lubricant specially formulated for ae You'll find the complete 


motorcycle chains. Contains no 
oil, silicone, moly, or graphite. 
Chain Life is acompounded 
synthetic lubricant that sprays 
on the chain in a bead of foam 
with no overspray or waste. 
Chain Life has the unique 


ability to cling to the chain. 4% PETROCHEM 


Penetrates instantly, lubri- KEEPS YOU GOING 


j i = MMM ASHLAND CHEMICAL COMPANY Division of Ashland Oil. Inc 
cates chain rollers and pins, Ashland. SPECIALTY PRODUCTS PO. Box 3105 Santa Fe Springs 
and repels dirt, sand, mud and grass. = California 90670 (213) 699-9951 


Family of Petrochem Products 
in the Petrochem High Per- 
formance Motorcycle Care 

Center at your motorcycle 
dealer or supply store. 
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“AHOT BIKE NEEDS A COOL SHOCK: 
THERED WING JUMBO. 9 


DON CASTRO 
AMA GRAND NATIONAL 
EXPERT RIDER 


“Off-road competition can 
overheat and aerate shock oil. 
And when that happens, the 
oil (and shock) loses hydraulic 
capacity. Red Wing's KM-X 
Jumbo shock never loses. It 
holds just about double the oil 
of ordinary shocks (more oil, 
less heat buildup). And its 
finned, aluminum-alloy body , 
dissipates what little heat 
buildup there is. | can 
even use Jumbos 
forward mounted in my 
set-up. Just another winner 
from the Red Wing System’ 


When it comes to performance, 
you can't beat The System. 


Dealers: For free Ride Guide, write to: 
Red Wing Group-MAC, 42nd Floor 

200 Park Ave., New York, N.Y. 10017 

In Canada: P.O. Box 906, Sarnia, Ont. 
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Come on, Huff; it’s letters like this 
that make people think we make up 
everything in “Riders Write.” 


RONDO STRIKES AGAIN 
I thought I saw “From the Saddle” 
in an inferior publication. What 
gives? 
Ron Shanko 
Tidewater, Maryland 


It may have been. But it was all a 
mistake and they promised never to 
do it again. 


MARTY RIDES AGAIN 
What is going on here? First 

Marty Tripes was with Yamaha, 
then Honda, Rickman, Husqvarna, 
and Can-Am. What next, Moto 
Guzzi? 

Ken White 

Arcadia, California 


Marty has a contract with Wheels 
of Man and when he signed with 
Can-Am, they said, “No problem.” 
Suddenly there was one after the 
season ended. So Marty split. He’s 
looking around for other rides, but 
hell be more careful. He should. 
Hes Number Two in the 250 class 
and already has that Wheels of Man 
contract, so he’s not sweating it. 


THE RAIN IN MAINE 
FALLS AS SNOW 

While fighting off several hunger- 
crazed polar bears on my 30-mile 
trip home from the trading post 
(they sell DB too), I happened to 
stumble across that letter from the 
Motocrossing Maniacs in Watuville, 
Maine. There were a lot of letters 
about converting a 900 BMW. Being 
a long-time motocross freak, I have 
pondered this question and this 
summer I came to some conclusions. 
I happen to have one of the fastest 
750 BMW GP MXs around, right 
down to its titanium turn signals and 
aluminum alloy horn button. 

The BM is a good bike to start 
with because it already has many 
trick items like an eight-inch travel 
front end, forward mounted shocks 
(new ones only), ridgeless alloy rims, 
maintenance-free final drive, and a 
five-gallon gas tank for those long 
motos. 

Now to answer his questions: Yes, 
a trials tire helps the rear; no, 
highway pegs weigh too much, use 
the cylinders; no, sissy bars look 

Continued on page 18 


DIRT BIKE 


TRICK DISTRIBUTING COMPANY 


SHOCKS WINDSOR 
KONIS — $59.00 (pair) w/springs $67.00 PLASTIC TAN KS 


BOGE — $47.00 (pair) w/springs $55.00 Unconditionally Guaranteed $31.95 
125 & 250 ELSINOR REPLICAS 
KONI GP — Shocks set-up w/ (THESE FIT HODAKA, KAWASAKI & 
aluminum bodies, springs 


SOME YAMAHAS) 
and fluid $115.00 35 GALLONS SKINNY/FAT TANKS 
BOGE — Set-up w/aluminum 


Choice of Preston Petty Colors. 
bodies, springs and fluid $93.00 


Red, White, Silver, Yellow, Blue, Kawa- 
saki Green, Black, Light Orange, Orange 
and Natural. 

PACKAGE PRICE $36.95 


Includes Mounting Kit, Vented Plastic Gas Cap & Tank 
Extra Petcocks — $1.49 Ea. 


Specify make, year, CC and body weight 
when ordering shocks. 


BOOTS & TIRES 


MIKUNI CARBS 


LEATHERS \CLUD 
INCLUDE 
TUBES SPIGOT MOUNTED CARBS 
NORSTAR BOOTS $64.95 Cheng Shin VM 26 $31.00 
ISDT’S 
MUNARI BOOTS $64.95 EET VM 28 $33.00 
i Pee T RS $74.95 $28.95 VM 30 $35.00 
BA i 350/400x18 VM 32 $37.00 
SPECIAL $27.95 VM34 $42.00 
BOOTS & LEATHERS 400/450x18 VM36 $44.00 
$135.00 $34.95 Vi 3a $47.00 
Metzeler ' 
Boots should be ordered % size 400x18 VM40 $62.00 
larger than shoe size. Leathers $38.95 VM 44 $68.00 
are custom made. Specify waist 450x18 (Flange Mount — 
and in-seam measurements, color $44.95 
and whether you want knee cups. Bolt on — $1.00 Less) 
300x21 
$36.95 


BRONZE SWING ARM BUSHINGS 
HONDA-CR—125,250 $12.50 
YAMAHA-—all except 125 $12.50 
SUZUKI—185 & late 400 $12.50 


BASSANI 
EXPANSION CHAMBERS 


BULTACO PURSANG Ma a9 = rM] D $52.00 


'7 D ; E å E M 
ODAKA 90/100 AND SUPER RA U $49.00 

HODAKA 90/ T $48.00 

Bea ee 2 8 x IMPORTANT! 

HONDA XR 75 D $35.00 = ENCLOSE 

HONDA CR 125 D $58.00 CHECK 

HONDA GR 250 D $62.00 OR MONEY ORDER FOR FULL AMOUNT. CALI- 

HUSKY 220 2 SPEED 5 EE FORNIA RESIDENTS ADD 6% SALES TAX. 

KAWASAKI F-8 (250) U $55.00 ORDERS LESS THAN $100 WILL BE SHIPPED 

KAWASAKI F-9/F-5 (350) SQ U $60.00 FREIGHT C.O.D. 

KAWASAKI F-11 (250) SQ U $60.00 

SUZUKI TS 125 D $48.00 NAME 

SUZUKI TM 125 D $58.00 —— 

SUZUKI TM 400 D $62.00 STREET. 

YAMAHA 125 AT1-AT3 SQ (THRU 1973) U $50.00 

YAMAHA 125 ATIM-AT3M (THRU 1973) U $52.00 CITY 

YAMAHA 175 CT1-CT3 SQ (THRU 1973) U $50.00 STATE ZIP 

o Ute Po 

YAMAHA 360 RTI-RT3 (THRU 1973) U eae MAKE OF BIKE MODEL cc's | 

-2M (THRU 1972 U $62.00 MAILTO: TRICK DISTRIBUTING CO 
YAMAHA DT 250 A/B (74-75 MODEL U 62.00 ; 
YAMAHA Bt 460 B (19750N a om aoa as 2042 N. BUSH ST., SANTA ANA CA 92706 
ER COMBAT D $58.00 
MAICO 250 RADIAL D $62.00 BE SURE TO ENCLOSE ALL PERTINENT INFORMATION 


NEW PRODUCTS 


So you've been ordering stuff out 
of New Products — or just writing 
for info — and you haven't been 
mentioning DIRT BIKE. Do you 
realize how that makes us feel? Like 
homemade you-know-what. How do 
you expect all those companies to 
even know we exist? To know that 
only DB has a loyal readership? That 
we're in tune with what's happening? 
Oh never mind. But you better 
mention that you saw it here or we'll 
have Pete Dill draw you through 
Lake Erie with his Aquavarna. 


TWO-POUNDER WITH CHEESE 

Tired of slipping the clutch on 
your 250 Elsinore? Wanna go where 
the torquier 250s go? Adding the 
MT250 magneto tames the pipe and 


puts the power to the ground 
but... the heavy flywheel holds 
the bike back on top end for 


motocross or desert running. 

Solution? Visit your local Mc- 
Donald’s and ask for the Two 
Pounder with Cheese. Maybe a coke 
to go. Result? Uncomprehending 
stares. They won't know what you're 
talking about. It’s a two-pound 
flywheel weight for the 250 
Elsinores. Screws right into the stock 


rotor and is locked on with a 
flathead Allen. Twenty five dollars 
for guaranteed satisfaction. 

Why the cheese? Because it’s gold. 
Ask at your local Honda dealer or 
write Al Baker Racing and Develop- 
ment, 15174 Raymer Street, Van 
Nuys, California 91405; (213) 997- 
7055. Don’t forget the French fries. 
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47 SABER-TOOTHED TIGERS ... 

... Couldnt match the stump- 
pulling power youll get when you 
slap this set of teeth on. Climb cliffs, 
boulders, ledges and trees. Simple 
bolt-on installation. Special wrench 
is included at no additional cost. 
Think of it. Five ideal gears to 
handle any obstacle. As an option, 


you can order a personalized model 
with your name, your cat’s name, or 
whatever engraved right on the side. 
Not just a fad, but a sensation. Be 
the first on your block ... Serious 
inquiries to Ludwig, P.O. Box 5287, 
Caam, Mayaguez, P.R. 00708. 


FILTERED BREATHER HOLES 
Originally a Czech design, this 


rotationally molded, polyethylene- 
alloy-type copy can be easily adapted 


to most any scoot. Fairly lightweight 
and seemingly indestructible. Cut- 
ting off the horn in two other places 
will give you one of three available 
diameters for your particular carb. 
Top can also be trimmed to get that 
custom fit. A threaded rod passes 
completely through the filter and the 
bottom of the box itself. Comes 
complete with special Uni filter, 
hoses and clamps for $28. C.H. 
Industries, 7550 Balboa Blvd., Van 
Nuys, California; (213) 787-6298. 


McDOUGAL'S 125 CR KIT 


According to Bruce himself, this is 
an exact replica of the barrel, piston, 
carb and pipe that rocketed him to 
second in the 125 National Cham- 
pionship. This combined effort of 
McDougal, his tuner Gary Blandin, 
and Darryl Bassani gives you every- 
thing but steel balls. Kit includes: 
new ported barrel, piston, custom 


Bassani hand-built pipe, a pre-jetted 


carb, and tips on a better handling 
CR by Bruce himself. Not to 
mention info on assembly and 
maintenance. $270 complete, barrel 
and piston exchange. Contact Mc- 
Dougal Enterprises, 525 No. El 
Camino Real, San Clemente, Cali- 
fornia 92672; (714) 492-2270. 


DIRT BIKE 


FEATHERWEIGHT PLATE 


These are trick. How about 
double-lamination? A color printed 
center sheet between two layers of 
clear mylar; .030-inch thick and 
only 40 grams. Not only are they 
brighter and slicker than your 
average plate, but they’re reversible. 
That’s right. Yellow plates are, of all 
colors, red on the opposite side. 
White ones are green also, depending 
on which side you wish to use. So 
you can race with all the different 
organizations, with all the different 
numbers, using only two sets of 
plates. Wednesday and Friday 
nights, Saturday and Sunday. All on 
the same 125 Honda, and all in 
different classes. Flexible, tough, 
resilient and practically indestruc- 
tible. But, maybe the best part (and 
its tough to beat those bright 
colors), is that each and every plate 


MORE DIRT AND 
STONE PROTECTION 

This time for your teeth. This is 
the one developed with the coopera- 
tion of Heikki Mikkola by the 
KOHO people of Finland. Strange 
tribe of natives, the KOHOS. Their 
huts are woven entirely out of the 
root systems of the rare Numara 
bush. When completed, they're 
lowered into pits and are covered by 
earth. They are entered by use of a 
secret tunnel. The location of the 
entrance is passed on from generation 


to generation. Still more fascinating 
is the fact that the KOHO have no 
teeth at all. 

Comes complete with three deluxe 
diamond-shaped breather holes. If 
you can bend it all around like they 
say you can, it’s the right kind of 
plastic for bouncing along the 
ground, too. Available only in the 
distinctive bright red, white and 
blue Mikkola colors. At better 
dealers or send for the "75 JT Racing 
catalog of trick stuff: 241 West 35th 
St., Suite A, National City, Cali- 
fornia 92050; (714) 479-9696. 
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comes adorned with the authentic 
Krause Kompetition Kreature. It too 
is permanently encased (double- 
laminated) between the mylar. Paws 
of a grizzly, head of a lion, chest of a 


XY 


human, tail of a cobra, and the eyes 
of an eagle. Christened the Krause 
Kompetition Kreature by C. Hey- 
berger himself. While they last, only 
$3.99 per set of three including ties. 
Krause Competition Cycle, 231 East 
North Ave., Northlake, Illinois 
60164; (312) 344-2233. 


SUSPENDERS 
Low-bucks budget? Big-bucks 
dreams? Or at least the luxury of 
long travel rear suspension. How 


about six inches of travel without 
having to modify your frame, 
relocate your air box, gusset your 
swingarm, move your shock mounts? 
Just bolt ’em on. Suspenders are 
priced under $100 and come in three 
sizes: 13.5-inch shocks with four-inch 
travel, 14.5-inch shocks with five 
inches of travel and 15.5-inch shocks 
with six-inch travel. Jim Connolly’s 
been racing with the prototypes for 
six months. That’s his number one 
plated Pursang with a pair of the 
blue springed babies. For more info 
write Works Performance Products, 
20970 Knapp Street, Chatsworth, 
California 91311; (213) 998-1977. 
Dealer inquiries invited. 


MIKKOLA “UNLEATHERS” 
UNLEASHED 7 

“Just like Heikki’s.” Cool and 
breezy. Looks like these will soon be 
the rage. A durable combination of 
nylon and goat hides. Just snap out 
the shin, knee and hip padding and 
throw ’em into the washing machine. 
Goatskin is strategically placed in the 
crotch and inner knee to maintain 


eg a a 


traction between you and your 
honey. All that and water repellent 
too. Available in Mikkola’s own red, 


white and blue; Team Yamaha 
white, yellow and black; Team 
Husky blue with yellow stripe; and 
Team Maico red, black and yellow. 

KOHO pants are imported in 
the U.S. and Canada by JT Racing 
Imports, 241 West 35th Street, Suite 
A, National City, California 92050; 
(714) 479-9696. 


JUST WHAT THEY LOOK LIKE 
Looking for that “Trick Factory 
Look’? You need look no further 
than Orange, California. Even more 
important, they'll protect your seals 
from mud, dirt, dust, mung and 
drool while providing a rubber 
bumper for flying rocks, stones and 
debris. Dings in your forks just wear 
out your seals faster. Who enjoys 
replacing seals? If you can find 


anyone who says they do, let them 
do yours. Made of high-quality, 
super-thick rubber. Just the ding 
protection alone is worth the cost. 
They're $7.95 per pair from D & G 
Performance Specialties, 1230 West 
Collins, Orange, California 92666; 
(714) 639-7020. One more place to 
use Armor All. Don’t forget to ask 
for their catalog of everything hot 
you could imagine. o 


17 


I O ġģòů— 


KONI GP 
ALUMINUM 


HNN) 2 


the industry stand: a 


Large diameter alum- 
inum barrel for 
light weight. 


Race-tested finned 
design for maximum 
cooling. 


Hydraulically adjust- 
able internally to 
six positions. 


Accepts std. springs 


Top and bottom x 

mounting eyes have = = 

push-out bushings. ~ ~~ S35 
ws 


Space age materials ei 37 
engineered to air- Hy) 
craft tolerances. i 


Write for FREE literature and decal 


BIKONI LIMITED 


150 Green St., Hackensack, N.J. 07601 


WRITE Continued from page 15 
unclassy on a BM — try seat belts; 
and finally, I'd suggest you put the 
shocks in the stiffest position for your 
hefty carcass. 

All this information doesn’t come 
cheap, so you can send me a cheque 
or money order for a measly $50 
(Canadian). 

M. Lyness 
Kamloops, B.C. 
Canada 


OFF, WHIP, PUREE, GRATE, 
CHOP, MIX, BLEND, AND 
LIQUID FLIES 

In regard to that letter from 
Milkshake Mike: I saw him in a race 
at a local drive-through. Talk about 
squids. First off, how does he expect 
to win with only one speed? I've got 
17 speeds on my Sunbeam Super 
Muncher with super-wide ratios. 
And that DT-1 tach! Ya gotta use a 
QA-50 ammeter to even make it to 
the gate. 

But the real grabber is the 10:1 
mix of ice cream and milk. I don’t 
see how he gets out of the kitchen. 
I'm running a 1:1 mix of Jose Crevo 
Gold and crushed ice. With that 

Continued on page 20 


© au DESIGNS COPYRIGHTED TRICRAFTS 1973.74 
"Our Designs Are Silk-Screened On And Will Not Wash Off. The Shirts 
"Are Made From Heavy Weight Material With 
1A Pocket And A Reinforced Collar. 


COLOR CATALOG 
WITH PURCHASE 
OR SEND 
50¢ 


re AVAILABLE: Yellow Orange, 
Gold ee Blue, Medium Blue And + 


se ey Sv it iC f 
114936 Prairie Ave. Hawthorne, California 90250 


WE GUARANTEE COMPLETE SATISFACTION 


(DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED) 


How to recover your seal. 
Tie a knol. 


Reupholstering has always required an expert... 
Now you can custom reupholster your motorcycle’s seat at 
home by simply tying a knot. Ancra offers a complete line of 


and time! 


replacement seat covers to fit virtually every popular motor- 


cycle. Each is made of rugged tear resistant vinyl and backed 
with foam padding for a comfortable, durable seat with that 
custom upholstered look. So go ahead — tie a knot. 


Send $1.00 for catalog, 
Dept. DB-475 
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MOTORCYCLE ACCESSORIES» P.O. BOX 891 EL SEGUNDO, CA 90245 
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Biting The Ground 
““Super Digger 901” 


Super Digger 901 is a new knobby tire 
from YOKOHAMA, one of the world 
leading MX-tire manufacturers. 

It has been designed to be just the 
right tire for your high performance MX 
machine. Because of its deep-cleated 
knobs and a low profile body, it is 
superior in mud and sand as well as 
cornering and uphill traction. Super 
Digger 901 tire not only bites the ground, 
but also gives you the real pleasure of 
dynamic driving. 


%* SUPER DIGGER 901 
AVAILABLE 410-18 425-18 460-18 475-18 
* ALSO AVAILABLE SUPER DIGGER 900 
AVAILABLE 300-19 275-21 300-21 


Approved by the American 
Motorcycle Association 


YOKOH THE YOKOHAMA RUBBER C0 LTD C.P.0. Box: 1842. TOKYO. 100-91. JAPAN Telex: YOKORUCO J24673 
G] . Cable Address: YOKORUCO™ TOKYO Telephone: Tokyo 432-7111 

A M LOS ANGELES REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE 1530 Church Road Montebello Calit. 90640 Telephone: (213) 723-9691 

DISTRIBUTORS: 

ACCESSORY DISTRIBUTORS, INC. ANDERSON-KITTELSON DISTRIBUTORS, INC. HAP JONES DISTRIBUTING COMPANY HAWAII CYCLE SUPPLY, INC. 


175, FAIR ST.. PALISADES PARK. N.J. 07650 9120 GRAND AVE. SOUTH MINNEAPOLIS. MINN. 55420 2 CLINTON PARK. SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF. 94119 973. COOKE ST.. HONOLULU. HAWAII 96813 


K.K. MOTORCYCLE SUPPLY NICHOLS MOTORCYCLE SUPPLY INC. RACERS WAREHOUSE, INC. SELF CYCLE & MARINE DISTRIBUTORS 
431 EAST 3RD ST.. DAYTON. OHIO 45402 4135 WEST. 126TH ST. CHICAGO (ALSIP). ILL. 60658 5505 ENTERPRISE BLVD.. TOLEDO. OHIO 43612 516 JEFFERSON BLVD.. TARRANT. ALA. 35217 
SUDCO SOUTH INC. SUDCO INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION © WHEELSPORT DISTRIBUTING CO. NICAN TRADING COMPANY LIMITED 


1376 SALFORD DRIVE. HOUSTON. TEX 77008 1824 E. 22ND ST.. LOS ANGELES. CALIF 90058 2053 N. W. UPSHUR PORTLAND. OREG 97209 1010. MAINLAND ST.. VANCOUVER 3. B.C. CANADA 


Fast Track to a Cool Job! 
* TRAIN AT HOME TO BE A 


Motorcycle Mechanic 


If you like to ride a eyele 
for fun... learn how to fix 
it for profit! Can you imagine 
a better way to carn your 
living? And to make it even 
better, the pay is great 
whether vou choose to 
work in a eyele shop for 
someone else or decide to 
start your own eyele repair 
business. Now, thanks to 
North American, there's a 
fast, casy way to get the training you 
need at home in your spare time. 
x No need to quit school or your job 
{ | Experts show vou step-by-step every- 


thing from minor tune-ups to major 
overhauls. 


"CYCLES ARE BIG BUSINESS 
>... AND SO IS FIXING THEM! 


f There are more than 3 million cycles registered 
y in the U.S. today. Plus an estimated 3 million 
more dirt bikes. But, there are fewer than 10,000 
motorcycle mechanics available to repair them 
PA (Imagine only one mechanic for every 600 motor 
4 z 7 æ cycles!) No wonder career opportunities are so 
; We fy} preat...and getting better every day. The door 
AN \ H Hi is open to you now, Rush coupon for FREE 
7: HH y ‘Motorcycle Mechanic Career Kit.” 

RNG GHL 
W ¢ & SY SPECIAL CYCLE TOOLS & TEST INTRUMENTS 
ra] gm® INCLUDED TO START YOU FAST! 
Li “a pa Bir Professional tools plus your North American ''know 
ee eq] how’ turn you into a skilled mechanic. We teach 
you how to use wrenches, sockets. impact screw 
drivers, timing lights, electrical test instruments, 
compression gauges, vacuum gauges, degree wheels 
soldering irons, ignition wrench sets, dial indicators 
and much, much more! We even include a set of 
special cycle tools and instruments to get you 
started fast! Find out all about it now. Send for 
FREE ‘'Motorcycle Mechanic Career Kit.’’ No cost 
no obligation now or ever! Rush coupon today 


lel tet tt tt | 
Coreers by Home Study 


NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF MOTORCYCLE REPAIR 
4500 Campus Drive. Dept EFO55 Newport Beach, CA 92663 
Rush FREE “CAREER KIT” on how | can become an 
expert motorcycle mechanic. 
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Trail 
Track CHAIN LUBE 


1 On the pavement 


or on the dirt, 

Trail get longer chain life 
CHAIN LUBE and a cooler running 

PART NO, 497 chain with new 
BG TRACK 'N TRAIL 
CHAIN LUBE. 
Sprays on wet, 
penetrates into pins 
and bushings, then 
becomes a semi-dry 
lubricating film which 
resists collection of dirt and abrasives. 
Will not wash away by water, and will 
not discolor painted surfaces. 


For free decals and brochure, write 


BG PRODUCTS, INC. 


Box 11264, Wichita, Kansas 67211 
Distributor inquiries invited 


Better Quardians for Motor Maintenance 
PAS rs Nl EIR A IE EA 


$ Set 
veers ov bat” 
Ne NET WEIGHT 6 02S A 
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WRITE Continued from page 18 


kind of mix, 30-minute motos are a 
bitch. 

I can also stir, beat, crumb and 
mince all at a push of a button on 
my dashboard. I'm using a re- 
buildable stainless steel body with 
cooling fins. And I have a three- 
month or 300 million revs guarantee. 

And your GYDBI16-SO is as slow 
as my mom’s two-hour popcorn 
popper. Ill race you anytime at the 
Carlsbad snack bar. 

T.M. Blender 
Manhattan Beach, California 


Why does it take so long to put 
together a magazine? The articles 
we read in DIRT BIKE are two or 
three months old. I mailed this letter 
on January 12; let’s see how long it 
takes for it to be printed. 

Jimmy Hayes 
Norcross, Georgia 


And we read your letter on 
February 2, typed it up, and sent it 
in with the rest of “Riders Write.” 
Then a production editor reads it, 
corrects the staff's typing, and sends 
it to typesetting. Eventually, the 
girls there type it out on their 
machines and send the columns to 
the art department. Our art director 
pastes everything down on flat 
boards, two pages to a board, and 
all the boards get shipped to the 
printer in Illinois. They slap every- 
thing on the presses, peel off the 
magazine pages, cut and fold and 
staple all that, and then load all the 
copies on boxcars. From there it goes 
to the distributor whose trucks drop 
everything off at your newsstand. 
You complain about the time. We're 
amazed that it happens at all. o 


PROTECT YOUR 
BIKE . 


from rain, snow and theft. Let me 
show you how to build a pickup 
topper that will hold three bikes and 
all your gear. My “do it yourself” kit 
includes: blueprints, list of needed 
materials, specified sizes and step- 
by-step instructions, 


Send $10 to: RANDY’S TOPPERS 
157 North First West 
Tooele, Utah 84074 


HONDA YAMAHA 


Be x. 


Bp HARLEY ADSON TRUMP “HEA OP 
) ase Yok Ss 


Ë Sizes 8-10-12-14-16 


YOUR 44 PAGE 
CATALOG WITH 100'S 
OF SHIRT 
PLUS BIG DADDY 
"Ss BEAUTIFUL 
BIKINI RATMATES 
EIN 
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GBirgrvarna BULTACO | 


A 1290 


Ë super COLOR T-SHIRTS . . . $5.00 ea. i 


with high crew neck band and breast $ 
pocket - 100% cotton. Sizes S-M-L-XL 
Colors: Tan - Yellow - Light Blue - Gold ff 
Give 2nd and 3rd color choices. 

WHITE T-SHIRTS $2.95 ea. Ë 
WHITE SWEATSHIRTS. . . . $4.50 ea. 
Adults S-M-L-XL 
Design on both sides add... . $1.00 


RATTY RAG NEWSPAPER LOADED 
WITH DESIGNS, ARTICLES AND 
PICTURES OF CHOPPER BIKE | 
WINNERS. SEND 25C PP - HDLG 


ORDER FROM STORE NEAREST YO 
RAT'S HOLE DAYTONALBEEL PIA 


OR 3025 LAS VEGAS DB BLVD. SO. 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89109 
Orders Under $10.00 Add 50c For Postage 
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B- ey, if this new thing from Suzuki 
~~ goes as good as it looks, 
their competition's in trouble” 


Megan) 


“Their competition is in 
big trouble” 


. “Well, to begin with, just the looks of the thing “Up came the first turn. A big hairy sweeper 
are enough to scare the squids right off with a super-high berm. 
the course. “| tapped the gears, and slammed into it hard, 

“The seat’s chopped off. The rear Magic. Right away, it seemed to seek out and 

fender’s a mile up in the air. And the lock into the right line all by itself. 
shocks are gas-filled, laid-down, and so “Coming out, | cranked it on, and 
far forward they’re almost out of WAAAAAAEEEEEE, again. We shot out of 
sight. _ that thing like a sling shot, heading for 


m~ 6” 
“What it feels like is a spring, g a the first jump. 


all wound up tight, ready to explode if “Surprise. 
you so much as jiggle it. “We didn’t stay in the air nearly 

“So | jiggled it. / as long as | thought we would, 

“WAAAAAAAAAAEEEEEEEEEE! seeing how fast we were going. 

“Oh sure, Suzuki told me that their new port- “And all day long, | found the same thing. The 
ing would give it a lot of snap. But this was wheels on the RM like to stay in the dirt where 
ridiculous. We came out of the hole so fast, | just they can push...not in the air where they 
barely hung on. = can spin. 

“And then we hit the whoops. Sus Bley they ook “So if you're after a bike for 

“At least, they /ooked like two bridges in em” show, this isn't it. This one’s 


whoops. The only thing was, the 
wheels didn’t seem to know it. They 
clung to the little ones like a snake 
going over rocks. No matter how 
high the frame went, the wheels hung 


for win. 
“And my lap time proved it. 
“What’s its secret? 
“Handling. It handles like a 
dream. You don’t have to fight it or 


right in there, spitting out power. “This is one bike you won't have to port. muscle it or make corrections all 
“And over the big ones, they Piette co bis herte bitived ciwicae: |; the time for goofs. 

didn’t fishtail once. We went through | so the rings won't get hung up. That “You just flow over that course 

$ j means you've got 6 holes sucking up : 
those whoops on a line so straight the gas/air mixture out of the crankcase like syrup flows over pancakes. 
i mber. n M a ; a ; 

you could hang clothes on it. ensa Oe: a caro EINS Competition, you’re in big 

“Man, that’s handling! the RM its snap and power.’ trouble.” 


SUZUKI’S RM-125 IS HERE. 


U.S. Suzuki Motor Corporation, Dept. 8004, Santa Fe Springs, Calif. 90670 Ride safely: wear a helmet, eye protection and appropriate riding apparel. 


SUZUKI) ® 


Surefooted 
Sherpa Sibling 


BULIACO 
ALPINA 
350 


by the 
Staff of DIRT BIKE 


We're here on the sunny slopes 
outside of Barcelona, Spain, 
watching a world-famous goat- 
herd bring home the goats. The 
Spanish Alps are noted for their 
ruggedness. Those who would 
traverse the slopes require the skill 
of a veteran mountaineer, the 
surefootedness of amountain goat 
and the torque of a water buffalo. 
Let’s see if he has a few minutes 
for an interview. 

“Oh, sir. Do you have a few 
minutes?” 

PS 

“You are the world-famous 
Alpine goatherd, arent you?” 

S 

“I couldnt help but notice that, 
breaking from tradition, you are 
herding your goats on a motor- 
cycle.” 

Sie 

“It’s a Bultaco Alpina, isn’t itP” 

“SoP” 

“Is it a good motorcycle for 
herding goats in the Alps?” 

“Sta 

“Say, can you tell us your 
name?” 


“Si.” 

“That doesn't sound very Span- 
ish.” 

“Sigh” 

“Do you mean sigh as a sigh of 
relief or...” 

SL? 

“So, Cy, what can you tell us 
about the Alpina?” 
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH 
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Senor Bulto thought of it first. You 
know, A before I except for I before 
A when being Ceen on sections. The 
old trailizing the trialer gambit. The 
Alpina is a trailized Sherpa T trialer. 
Each year it gets a little bit more A 
before I'd. The Alp does just fine in 
enduro competition. Back east in 
New England where 3000 or so A 
riders take their mud-slogging clock- 
watching quite seriously, Alpinas 
ridden by Ed Avery (1972) and Bob 
Fielding (1973 and 1974) have taken 
the number one plate. Bob moved 
up to the 350 for 1974. 

Wonderin’ what’s new with the 
"75 model? How about a review of 
the "74 changes? Thats when they 
changed the Sherpa trials frame a bit 
to better suit it for trails. They 
moved the powerplant rearward 
34-inch and lowered it a bit. 
Pursang triple clamps were added to 
provide more trail for the trail. The 
same head angle was retained. This 
keeps the turning trial-like. 

For 1975 they went to chrome 
moly for the frame and swingarm. 
The swingarm was lengthened one 
inch behind the bottom shock 
mount. They added a head steady. 
The stop light switch was moved up 
and out of the way. 

A big change was shifting the 
shifting from the right side to the left 
side. As with the other Buls, diehard 
right-footers can switch things back 
if they want to. The shaft is splined 
to take the shift lever on the right 
side. Then just flop over the rear 
wheel, bolt the sprocket on the brake 
side and weld a tab on the swingarm 
for the brake anchor. 

This year’s Alpina picked up some 
additional ground clearance because 
of the shifting change. The factory 
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was able to reshape the cases. A 
longish out-of-the-way Dural alloy 
shift lever takes care of gear changes. 

As with the Sherpas, there’s a 
chain oil reservoir built into the 
swingarm. Other trials-type things 
like the plastic chain guard and the 
chain tensioner can be found. Pegs 
are sturdy serrated loops, spring 
loaded and folding. 

Betor suspension, aft and stern. 
It’s set up on the soft side. Trials 
heritage. Flat-out hauling produces 
a spongy bottoming through whoops 


and jumps, but a spongy swoosh is 
far better than a jarring clang. 

It is possible to increase the down 
damping on the shocks for harder 
riding. You have to pull off the 
shocks and remove the damping 
assembly, but it isn’t necessary to 
drain the oil. Bultaco suggests trying 
one-eighth turns with the valving 
during the dialing-in operation. 

The Alpina has the same rear 
wheel as the Pursang and the same 
conical front hub as the Matador. 
Rims are shoulderless Akronts. 
Knobby treads replace the tradi- 
tional trials pattern of the Sherpa. 

The 350 Alpina puts out two less 
horsepower than a 125 Elsinore. We 
got 18 horses on the pump. A 27mm 
Amal mixes. The bike isn’t as 
sluggardly as one might expect for a 
zooted-up trialer.One of ’em finished 
ninth in the 350 Expert at Hopetown 
last year. Mike Hannon must have 
ridden his bejeebers off. 

The Alpina borrows its trans- 
mission from the Matador and the 
tranny ratios jump from a 3.48 first 
to a 2.26 second to a 1.60 third, 1.13 
fourth and a 1.00 fifth. The wide 
gaps are not the slightest problem 
because of the power characteristics. 
Put simply, the power characteristics 
are low-down, stump-pulling, field- 
plowin’, etc. John Deere is thinking 
about bolting two Alpinas together 
to make an economy four-wheeled 
tractor. If you want you can pretend 
you're on a Rokon and just ride 
around in third all day long. 

You'll probably notice the silencer 
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right off. It has been dubbed a 
pregnant boomerang. There’s 
enough room in there for a tool kit, 
owners manual and a change of 
underwear. Lurking about inside 
the black box is a spark arrestor 
which is pending approval with the 
U.S.D.A., those wonderful folks 
who determine whether or not 


you're a fire hazard on public land. 
One more thing about the silencer. 
It works. 

The Alpina is wired to accept a 
battery in a compartment under the 


seat. Otherwise the space can be 
utilized as a spare tool compartment. 
Bultaco also provides a tool belt with 
the bike that the trials guys wear to 
carry their screwdrivers. 

Not having a swamp handy, we 
loaded the Alp up and headed out to 
California City for a 140-mile ride 
over enduro trails. It was in its 
natural element picking along the 
narrow trails, running through 
gullies and handling tight turns. And 
the hills. Just leave it in third and 
chug straight up while those about 
you are getting sideways, down- 
shifting, digging great first-gear 
ditches and otherwise falling all over 
themselves. Sometimes it was nec- 
essary to shift down to second. So it 
goes. 

The soft suspension is nice for 
messing around on trials-type 
terrain. Jim Connolly really went 
out of his gourd one day at Valley 
Cycle Park, bomping along at three 
mph havin’ himself a ball. Started 
mumbling about getting one to stay 
in shape for motocross. 

If you’ve ridden one of the older 
Alpinas on the pavement you know 
how you don’t want to push it much 
past 45 or 50. The Sherpa chassis 
geometry just wasn’t that stable at 
speed. The changes in the frame, 
triple clamps and swingarm have 
improved things a lot. Flat-out at 
about 60 to 65 on the pavement the 
bike seemed stable enough. At speed 
through a sand wash it would shake 
its head some, reminding you of its 
52-inch wheelbase. 


BULTACO 350 ALPINA 

PRICE: (retail, approx.) $1395 
ENGINE TYPE: Two-stroke, 

single-cylinder 
DISPLACEMENT: 348cc 
BORE & STROKE: 83.2mm x 64mm 
COMPRESSION RATIO: 9.5:1 
CARBURETION: 27mm Amal 
HP @ RPM: N/A 
CLUTCH: Wet, multi-plate 
PRIMARY DRIVE: 2.38:1 (38/16) chain 
TRANSMISSION RATIOS: 

1) 3.48:1 

2) 2.26:1 

3) 1.60:1 

4) 1.13:1 

5) 1.00:1 
FINAL DRIVE: 5/8” Joresa chain 

13-tooth countershaft 

42-tooth rear sprocket 
AIR FILTRATION: Twin Air oiled foam 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: 

Femsa flywheel magneto 
LUBRICATION: Bel Ray 50:1 
RECOMMENDED FUEL: Premium 
RECOMMENDED OIL: Bel Ray 
FUEL CAPACITY: 10.5 liters 

(2.9 gallons) 

FRAME: Chrome moly 
SUSPENSION: 

16.5cm travel (6.5 inches) 

10.0cm travel (3 15/16 inches); 

measured at the rear axle 
WHEELS & SPOKES: Akront 
TIRES: 

3.00x21 

4.00x18 
DIMENSIONS: 

Wheelbase: 134.1cm (52.3 inches) 

Clearance: 28.2cm (11 inches) 

Seat Height: 85.9cm (33.5 inches) 

Handlebar Width: 87.2cm (34 inches) 

Weight: 225 pounds) weighed with oil 

and one gallon of gas 

45.3% on front wheel 

54.7% on rear wheel 
BRAKES: 

cable-operated, front (140x35mm) 

rod-operated, rear (140x40mm) 
INSTRUMENTS: Speedometer/ 

odometer 
LIGHTS: Head and tail 
SILENCER: Yes, works good 
SPARK ARRESTOR: Yes, 

approval pending 
PRIMARY KICK: No 
WARRANTY: 60 days, parts and labor, 

unconditional 
PARTS PRICES: 


PistomASSemM bly”. oo e o ena e r oe $36.53 

(incl. rings, pins, circlip) 
RIMNGSUCACH) osc, aaia artea 4.98 
GlUPCMEABIEL sc, cern merai lee 5.00 
Cylinder ENEP iensen =e once as 38.20 
SIME LEME: a: x tein om Saracen ee E & N/A 
Brake Pedal aea i402 w2e se tanei 9.98 


CEN EMER y 3 acct sm cote tee 7.00 
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The brakes are set up for trailing. 
The front brake bears most of the 
load for serious slowdowns. The rear 
brake, like those on trials bikes, is 
more of a slower than a stopper. 
This means that on those gnarly, 
steep downhills even a heavy foot 
has to try hard to succeed at sending 
the rear end sliding out sideways. 
For anything other than a serious 
panic stop, the brakes seem well 


Pregnant boomerang spark arrestor/ 
silencer and taillight before it came 
unglued. 


suited for the Alpina’s intended 
usage. 

Starting, as opposed to stopping, 
is classic Bul. Tickle the Amal till it 
spills petrol all over the cold engine, 
position the left-side starter by 
pulling in the clutch lever, and give 
it a good whap with the right leg 
while standing beside the bike or 
with the left leg while astride the 
machine. It starts most of the time 
with that first whap. We didn’t have 
any plug problems. 

If you’re worried about a trials 
bike being uncomfortable for riding 
while seated — you're right. But the 
Alpina is a trail bike. Relocation of 
the footpegs, different bars and a 
decent saddle make the Alpina a 
sitdowner’s special. 


BITS & PIECES 

Speedo and headlight are both 
rubber mounted. In theory a fine 
thought, but the speedo bounces all 
over, making it hard to read. 

Front fender is aluminum, rear is 
chromed steel. 

Cables are nylon lined. 

Cylinder has lots of little rubber 
doohickies to deaden noise. 

Bash plate is drilled to provide 
drainage but does not offer protec- 
tion for cases. Miura Products offer 
an accessory item that does protect 
the cases. 

Remove one bolt on right side to 
get to Twin Air filter. 
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Hand levers and throttle have 
rubber dust covers. 

Kill button is mounted on left 
side. 

Taillight is mounted on large 
hunk of folded-over rubber. L.A. 
smog must have gotten ours, because 
the rubber tore in two, creating 
another use for gray tape. 

Front fender comes with mud 
flap. 

Spacers added to fork springs help 
for faster trail riding. 

Gas cap is vented with rubber 
receiver to stick line in. 

Brake pedal is serrated. Boot 


After 1% years of research and development, 2 
years of use by thousands of riders, and 1 year of con- 
sideration by the A.M.A.; Inter-Am’‘s solid aluminum 
bars have been approved by the A.M.A. for all types of 
competition. 
A.M.A. 
“Let me congratulate you on being the first manufact- 
urer to have handle bars other than steel approved for 
competition. From all indications your handlebars 
should assist our riders in their chosen profession." 
Note also that at the present time, Inter-Am’s a- 
luminum handlebars are the first and only aluminum 
handlebars approved by the A.M.A. for competition. 
Why have thousands of riders switched to Inter-Am 
handlebars? Reason #1 is that an Independent Metal- 


*As of January 1975 
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INTER-AM 
THE ONLY 
SOLID ALUMINUM 
HANDLEBARS 
APPROVED 
FOR COMPETITION 
BY A.M.A.* 


It’s not INTER-AM if it 
doesn’t have this decal. 


INTER-AM 


BIKE SUPPLIES, INC. 


INTER-AM 
BIKE SUPPLIES, INC. ..... 


751 Monroe Way e Placentia, Ca. 92670 


won't slip off unless you really work 
at it. 


SUMMATION 

Bultaco has done a better job than 
anybody else to date of trailizing a 
trials bike for foofing, serious moun- 
tain goat tactics or enduro running. 
The bike has proved itself in 
competition. What you get is a 
machine that can do anything in the 
dirt well except go seriously fast. It’s 
light, maneuverable, climbs build- 
ings in a single bound, lugs down to 
about 34 rpm and can plow the back 
40 in between the fire drills. [e] 


urgical Lab states that our aluminum handlebars are 
approximately 40%stronger than conventional chrome- 
moly handlebars. 

Dirt Bike Magazine 

“Everyone says bars are a matter of reference, but 
we never did find anyone who preferyed the stock ones. 
They were promptly replaced with Inter-Am bars, 
solid aluminum and reportedly unbendable. They 
haven’t bent yet.” 

Reason # 2 is that although harder to bend perman- 
ently out of shape, the aluminum will flex more for a 
given shock. This absorbs much of the impact trans- 
mitted to the rider. The Lab test indicates this should 
be true and many top Moto-X, Desert and Enduro rid- 
ers confirm this fact! 

So next time you bend your bars, try ours! 


asninn 


714 / 993-2603 
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‘For high-speed, Baja-type 
ing, Eagle D/S I is the only 


to go.” 
_ Rolf Tibblin has been there. 


Rolf Tibblin, three-time World Champion and an 
old hand at Baja-type racing, knows the desert is no place to 
guess about your tires. 

That’s why he was part of a Husqvarna team that worked 
closely in the field with Goodyear engineers to develop the Eagle 
D/S If—a desert tire built just for the kind of punishment this 
terrain can dish out. 

The D/S II has a special computerized tread pattern 
and tough buttressed lugs for positive traction. And rugged 6-ply 
construction to soak up the jars and slams of flat-out running. 

The Goodyear Eagle D/S II is the tire that took the Baja 
1000 first time out. Rolf calls it—‘The only tire I’d use or 
| recommend for high-speed, off-road riding.” 
| Don’t you settle for anything less. Eagle A/T for street. 
Eagle D/T for dirt track. Eagle MX for motocross. 

Eagle D/S for desert. Eagle R/T for on-/off-road. 


Eagle D/T, Eagle A/T, Eagle MX, Eagle D/S II, Eagle D/S, Eagle R/T —TM’s The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company, Akron, Ohio. 
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LIGHT, RIGHT AND BLUE 


DA 175M 


As you grow older you begin to 
appreciate total packages. Observe 
the 15-year-old kid who brags as he 
watches the girls go by, “Yeah, I’m a 
leg man myself.” 

Kid stuff. You have to appreciate 
the parts as they fit into the whole. 

Same way with motorcycles. Only 
the uninitiated will buy a bike just 
because it does great wheelies. 
“Well, how does it come out of the 
corners?” “Who cares, it wheelies 
like crazy.” 

Kid stuff. 

So we'll come right out and say it 
up front: The Ossa 175 is a total 
package. It’s got power, it handles, 
it’s purty, it’s polished in the details 
and, very important, it’s got soul. 
Regrettably, everything has a flaw 
here and there, and the Ossa is no 
exception. 

Now don’t get us wrong, it took a 
long time to come to that conclusion. 
Love at first sight is also kid stuff. 
But we didn’t come to the bike 
without an opinion. We've ridden 
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the 250 Phantom and the 250 desert 
model. We knew pretty much what 
to expect. 

Down at the track we did the 
usual. Take a few pictures. One guy 
adjusts the brakes so it takes the 
lightest touch to lock them up. The 
next guy comes along and plays with 
them till the pedal is dragging on the 
ground and the wheel is still turning. 
Nothing out of the ordinary. One 
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guy goes 30 laps on the motocross 
course and the next plays in the 
backsection and in the sand. But 
thats where we drew the line. This 
is a motocross bike and that’s where 
it has to be tested. 

So we rode that day. And we rode 
the next week. And the next. And 
the next. Then a funny thing 
happened: it disappeared. Someone 
liked that bike so much he took it. 
Now, things like this happen 
occasionally, it’s only natural, being 
bike freaks and all. But we, of 
course, had to find out who took it. 
Factories tend to get upset when we 
tell them one of the riders is keeping 
a secret. 

We took the usual first step. We 
all gathered in the office and took 
our seats. Chet leads, as he is beyond 
suspicion (unless the bike doesn’t 
turn up, then we naturally assume 
he has it). “OK, we're going to turn 
out the lights and when we turn 
them back on we want a slip of 
paper on the table telling where the 
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Gunnar shows how to come out of 


And it’s even air-worthy. 


bike is.” This has only worked once 
and then the guy framed himself. 
Most of us has got more smarts than 
that. But it’s always worth a try, and 
that’s where we started. No luck of 
course. 

Everyone knew what was coming 
next. An order out for something to 
loosen the tongues. Liquid truth 
serum. With a long night ahead of 
us, we began the trial. We would all 
give our opinions about the bike. We 
would disagree, we would fight, we 
would stick up for what we liked 
about the bike, we would shout 
wildly, become oblivious to the fact 
that we were out to catch a thief, 
and the person who shouted the 
loudest, jumped the highest and 
strangled the most people was the 
thief. He obviously liked the bike the 
most. An infallible method. We 
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began. 

“Levers are good. And the bars 
are just the right bend. But those 
mud guards on the levers are really 
bad, totally useless.” No one dis- 
agreed, as they didn’t want to 
commit themselves. Not enough 
truth serum had been consumed yet. 
“It had the usual 3.00x21 and 
4.00x18 setup, nothing wrong with 
that, and the Pirellis are OK for 
everything but hard-pack.” 

“Tve always liked Betors and the 
Ossa’s really made it handle. If 
you're going to race it seriously I 
suppose better rear shocks would be 
in order, but the stock ones aren’t 
bad. Forks are outstanding.” 

We had a problem. Everyone was 
praising the bike. We needed a 
fanatic. 

“But those fork caps leak like a 
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Here's where it all begins. Smooth and fast. 


sieve. Five laps and my goggles were 
drenched.” “Ah, that doesn’t matter, 
just clog up the vents with a 
sheetmetal screw and they won't 
leak. Of course they won’t breathe, 
either. Id just as soon go with a 
little mess.” 

Good. Good. A pattern was 
forming. You have to catch them 
when they go bananas over details. 

“How ‘bout that suspension in the 
really rough stuff. It kept that bike 
going exactly where you wanted.” 
No dissenting opinion. “And did it 
ever slide!” General cheers. “I felt 
like a flattracker around some of 
those corners.” A toast to the Ossa’s 
sliding ability. Everyone was 
loosening up and real opinions were 
coming out. 

“I heard the Ossa’s swingarms 
were breaking. When we get ours 
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Ossa in its favorite position. Notice new trick setup on Jim’s boot. 


back we'll have to check and see if 
it’s cracked.” “Didn’t you hear what 
Ossa said when they delivered the 
bike? They knew the swingarms 
were breaking so they're putting on 
new chrome moly ones as stock. 
They'll never break.” 

But the spell had been broken. 
George had mentioned getting ours 
back, and we all realized again why 
we were there. Talk about the 
details, don’t commit yourself to the 
major parts. “Yeah, I sure like that 
blue fiberglass, but it probably 
cracks easier than plastic.” 

“Hey, did you guys notice it will 
only run with the petcocks in the R 
position?” 

“That’s nothin’, did you check out 
how that kickstarter stuck out and 
bit your leg every time you slid 
forward?” 
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“It didn’t bother me. You just 
don’t know how to ride. But that 
kickstarter pedal did hit the footpeg 
every time it was started. The 
footpeg finally cracked in half. 
Dumb. Really dumb.” 

“Talk about dumb. Did you check 
out those mounts for the expansion 
chamber? They broke off every time 
we rode.” 

“The hot setup there is to replace 
those rubber things with a straight 
bolt and use some inner tube 
washers.” 

“Who cares about that junk, how 
did you guys like that power? I loved 
it! It must top out around 75 and I 
could always keep it in the power- 
band. Just go for a gear and there 
was the horsepower, just waiting for 
you.” 

“Sure, the power was great, but it 


didn’t do me any good when I 
missed shifting second to third every 
time.” Everyone agreed, yes, that 
was a problem, second to third was 
indeed something you couldn’t 
ignore. Then Gunnar quietly began; 
it was the first he had spoken all 
evening. “That gearbox is perfect. 
Just like what ought to be on a 
championship MX bike. Never let off 
the gas, don’t use the clutch, and it 
always slips right into gear. Smooth.” 

We were awed at his attitude. 
Who would be the first to admit we 
weren't championship MX riders, 
and no matter what he said or did 
we were still going to miss shifts. 
“But Gunnar, I tried shifting with 
and without the ,clutch, with and 
without the gas, and I still missed 
third.” “Then you just don’t know 
how.” 
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“The braking. We haven't talked 
about the braking yet. Great, phe- 
nomenal, and I’ll club anyone who 
says otherwise.” No one disagreed 
for two reasons: it was true the 
brakes were great, and the other 
obvious one. 

“Did anyone ever weigh it? It felt 
great.” 

“213 pounds with half a tank. But 
that won’t do anybody any good if 
the bike doesn’t run. And let me tell 
you, it won’t run long if we leave 
that paper air cleaner on it. Trash. If 
that bike were sitting here right now 
I'd pull off that seat and rip the air 
cleaner off and stomp on it.” 
Excellent. We were into our second 
case of refreshments and the truth 
was coming out. 

“T still can’t get over the power! I 
was pulling a 250 up a sandwash ...” 

“Hold it! Wait just a second! 
What 250? What sandwash? We've 
never had that bike in any sand- 
wash.” Don turned pale. He backed 
toward the door. Chet grabbed him. 

We weren't rough on him, though. 
It’s understandable. “Just bring the 
bike back and everything is kosher.” 

We rode the bike one more time to 
see if all our impressions were 
accurate. They were. It’s fast. It 
handles. It’s a natural-born slider. 
Jim Connolly said that on a rough 
course he could ride it as fast as any 
250. Gunnar still shifted it perfectly 
and the rest of us were still missing 
shifts. The fork caps still leaked. The 
new footpeg was already cracking 
but the pipe was holding on with the 
regular bolts in the mounts. A quick 
check of the air cleaner found it to 
be leaking slightly. 

And everyone still loved it. It’s got 
soul. Personality, if that word grabs 
you more. When you hop on the 
bike you can tell everything fits 
together. It feels good. That’s what a 
total package is. Forks are matched 
to shocks are matched to frame is 
matched to pegs/seat/bars. It will 
wheelie, but it won’t only wheelie. It 
will slide, but it won’t only slide. 
What more can we say? If you're 
going to buy a 175, this is the one to 
buy. That is, if there is any chance at 
all of getting parts. In your neigh- 
borhood or even in the next neigh- 
borhood. In L.A. we drive 30 miles 
for our parts and it’s worth it. But if 
it is to the next state for parts... 
well, it is good, but let’s be 
reasonable. Now we just have to 


make sure the bike gets back to Ossa. 
ked 
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New stronger chrome moly swingarm 
won't break. They have had problems 
with their aluminum swingarms. 


r “Saye ree 


This has to be the reason the footpeg 
broke. Awkwardly placed kickstarter 
gets in the way when in use and when 
it's supposed to be tucked away. 


Ugly silencer minus one spring. A 
stronger weld where the spring attaches 
might help. But then again it might not. 


ke 
This was the third and last time the pipe 
mount broke. The rubber just seems to 
want to split in half. Replace it with a 
straight bolt. 


OSSA 175 PHANTOM 


PRICE: (retail, approx.) $1495 
ENGINE TYPE: Two-stroke single 
DISPLACEMENT: 175cc 
BORE & STROKE: 60mm x 60.9mm 
COMPRESSION RATIO: N/A 
CARBURETION: Amal 32mm 
HP @ RPM: 20.8 @ 8500 
CLUTCH: Wet 
PRIMARY DRIVE: Gear 
TRANSMISSION RATIOS: 
1) 2.60:1 
2) 1.92:1 
3) 1.43:1 
4) 1.1731 
5) 1.00:1 
FINAL DRIVE: 
12-tooth countershaft 
53-tooth rear sprocket 
AIR FILTRATION: Paper 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: Motoplat 
LUBRICATION: Pre-mix 
RECOMMENDED FUEL: Premium 
RECOMMENDED OIL: Full Bore 
FUEL CAPACITY: 9 liters (2.1 gallons) 
FRAME: Chrome moly 
SUSPENSION: Betor 
WHEELS & SPOKES: 
Akront shoulderless 
TIRES: 
3.00x21 Pirelli 
4.00x18 Knobby 
DIMENSIONS: 
Wheelbase: 139cm 
Clearance: 17.8cm 
Seat Height: 83.8cm 
Handlebar Width: 34.5cm 
Weight: 213 pounds, weighed with oil 
and one gallon of gas 
96 pounds on front wheel 
117 pounds on rear wheel 
BRAKES: 
Cable-operated drum, front 
Rod-operated conical, rear 
INSTRUMENTS: None 
LIGHTS: None 
SILENCER: Yes, ugly but quiet 
SPARK ARRESTOR: No 
PRIMARY KICK: No 
WARRANTY: No 
PARTS PRICES: 
Piston assembly 
Rings 
Clutch cable 
Clutch lever 
Air cleaner 
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The first thing you’re going to 
notice about the new Tibblin gloves 
is that they are very pretty. Slip on a 
brand-new pair and stand around 
awhile. Look Swedish. Mumble 
things like yumpin’ yimminy. Maybe 
somebody will actually saunter up 
and say: Hey, are you really Rolf 
Tibblin? 

The color scheme is black, white 
and orange. They'll make you feel 
like a factory rider for Harley- 
Davidson. Hope you like orange 
because that’s what color your hands 
will be for about 24 hours after the 
. first wearing. And the eighth 
wearing, too. 

Actually, the first thing somebody 
is going to ask you is: Are those 
gloves really worth 30 dollars? 
$28.85. Yep, that’s a lot for a pair of 
gloves. Why, the next thing you 
know there'll be tax surcharges, the 
price of sugar will triple and gas will 
be going for 55 cents a gallon. 

The distributor, JT Racing (241 
W. 35th St., National City, Cali- 
fornia 92050) gives a three-month 
guarantee against material and 
. workmanship failure. Ever had a 
pair of $8.95 wonders that totally 
disintegrated within three months? 
Sure you have. 

According to JT, Heikki Mikkola 
went through the entire °74 
campaign with one pair of gloves. 
They didn’t say if that included 
practice too. Anyway, if they hold 
up for frantic Finnish flying ma- 
neuvers they should endure for mere 
mortals. Additional name dropping 
includes Joel Robert and Guenady 
Moiseev. 


The double padding seems to 


absorb a lot of the friction normally 
transferred to the hands. And if 
you're the type who’s always chewing 
up the knuckle on your throttle 
thumb, you may be able to get away 
without taping your thumb 
anymore. 

Let’s listen to what one satisfied 
customer had to say. “I had really 
bad blisters on my hands from 
hanging onto those Yamaha grips all 
day Thursday. The next night I 
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TIBBLIN GLOVES 


by the Staff of DIRT BIKE 


E g eo 
“Why, with 


could hardly hold a screwdriver to 
work on my bike, a CZ, the 20th 
centurys most noble land-based 
creation. Truly a masterpiece of 
technological innovation, a fortress 
of durability, a superb specimen 
of . . . (Stick to the gloves, George.) 
. . . So I rode two 40-minute motos 
Saturday and I didn’t have a 
problem. Why these gloves can 
actually help build up calluses. 
From now on, I won't wear anything 
else.” 

Three staffers have been race 
and trail testing the Tibblin gloves 
for a couple of months now and two 
out of three are really satisfied. Both 
said they would pay $28 ‘cause they 
like °em and because of the three- 
month guarantee. One pair of test 
gloves developed about an inch and 
a half tear along a seam after just 
four outings. JT replaced them with 
a new pair under the three-month 
guarantee. They'll do that for you 
too. Just remember to mail in the 
warranty card. 

Now let’s listen to what one 
dissatisfied customer had to say. 
“They hurt my hands the first time I 
wore them, and that was after I 
soaked ’em in water. They hurt my 
hands the second time I wore them, 


oe | 


these I could ride a rhino” 


across the fatty part of my hand 
where the calluses are supposed to 
be.” Then he told us he wouldn’t 
spend $28 on them because he 
always seems to be losing his gloves 
anyway and hed rather lose three- 
dollar specials. 

Here’s an endorsement from a 
fellow we run into from time to time 
known as the Boozer or Peter 
Rocket, something like that. Really 
likes his Tibblins. Told us he went 
out and rode one lap with his old 
gloves and had to come rushing back 
into the pits to get his hand stainer 
specials. Says: How can you lose 
with that three-month warranty? 


Here’s the hot setup for breaking 
them in. Toss em in a bucket of 
water just like Yogi Berra used to do 
with his catcher’s mitt. Let ‘em get 
good and wet. Then put them on 
while they’re still wet and drive out 
to the track, desert, swamp, forest or 
wherever you gas it and they'll be all 
nice and dry and form fitting just - 
like Lorelei’s Levi’s, only no VPL. 

Anything else we ought to say 
about the gloves, guys? They help 
cure ingrown toenails. Thanks, 
George. Now go ride your rhino 
some more. Lo 
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Canadian commuters make a beeline 
for a round of Northland Sunrises. 


Dear DB: 

Just a note to say that I’m hereby 
apologizing for all past snickers, 
guffaws, gross asides and snide 
remarks made during those after- 
noon sessions at Chuy’s Bar and Grill 
when Chet used to try to impress us 
all with stories about eastern woods 
riding. As I remember it, the Bazzer 
or somebody would be telling about 
the time he broke both footpegs and 
his plastic goodie guard when he hit 
a pothole at the base of Banzai Hill, 
and Chet’d chime in with a story 
about some man-eating bottomless 
pit at the last Large Bush Enduro 
near some place like Intercourse, 
Pennsylvania. 

Well, I apologize. It took moving 
to Canada to find it out, but I'll have 
to admit that motocross and desert 
racing aren't all there is to off-road 
riding. 

Bet you never thought you'd hear 
me blaspheme like that? Well, I’ve 
learned my lesson. You see, I got up 
here in late September, and by that 
time motocross had pretty much 
closed down for the season. It’s hard 
to hold your line on a berm when the 
damn thing’s coated with ice. So I'd 
been kind of sitting on my hands, 
riding a few street bikes and such 
and generally being pretty bored. 
Then along came something called 
the Frostbite Enduro. “Enduro,” 
said I, “pshaw.” That was my first 
mistake. “Guess Ill ride it,” I added 
to myself. “After all, ain’t much else 
happening until April.” That was 
my second. 

The Frostbite Enduro is put on by 
a bunch of guys who call themselves 
the Niagara Region Enduro Riders. 
Guess they got tired of six months 
of no competition and decided to do 
something about it. That makes 
sense. The reason they call it the 
“Frostbite” is that they run it in 
January. That also makes sense. 
Riding it does not necessarily make 
sense, 

But I didn’t realize that, and the 
fact that it’s been an unusually mild 
winter in these parts helped suck me 
in. So I sent in my entry fee and 
started asking around about how to 
prepare the bike for that kind of 
event. I asked one guy if I should use 
studded tires. “Can't,” he said, “it’s 
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Just a note to say, wish youd been here 


(ANADA'S 
ROSTBITE 


ENDURO 


by MIKE KERLEY 
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ground wasn't frozen. 
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illegal. Just wear lots of clothes.” 
Asked another guy about water- 
proofing. “Don’t bother,” he said, 
“just wear lots of clothes.” Asked 
another one about plugs. “Keep it 
running,” he said, “and wear lots of 
clothes.” 

How many clothes can you pile on 
the human body, that’s what Td like 
to know. 

Then I started looking around for 
someone to ride it with. Asked my 
buddy Dan. He’s a sponsored moto- 
crosser, so I figured he’d be game for 
a little fun in the woods. 

“Tll be glad to pit for you,” said 
Dan. 

“Any particular reason you don’t 
want to ride it?,” I asked, starting to 
get nervous. 

“Oh, no, ’course not,” he said. “It’s 
just that I don’t have a bike, and I’ve 
got a date the night before and I, eh, 


heater in the truck, don’t you?” Told 
him I did. He left making a sound 
that reminded me of giggling, but it 
couldn’t have been. 

It was pretty warm all week, 
almost like spring, everyone said. 
Once the temperature got up to 37 
degrees. Started thinking Id best 
take two sets of clothes — one for the 
weather we were having, and one 
for if it turned nasty. But the 
morning of the Frostbite I took one 
look out the window and decided 
not to bother. It was snowing, 
mostly horizontally because the 
wind was blowing so hard, and even 
in my sleep-befuddled 5:30 a.m. 
state I figured out that it wasn’t any 
37 degrees. And might not be again. 
Ever. They say a new ice age is 
coming, you know. 

The start was only about 60 miles 
away, but it took us two hours to get 
there because the freeway was 
reduced to a single lane. And that 
was under about two inches of snow. 
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Motor Mouse and Captain Marvel were 
mostly into styling. 


I noticed that Dan had forgotten to 
bring his tax forms, but figured that 
he'd just slipped up in the rush to get 
going. Asked him how his date had 
gone, but he just laughed and told 
me what a kidder I was. I thought 
that was kind of strange, but was too 
busy avoiding the drifts that were 
trying to eat my truck to think about 
it much. 

We finally got there, signed in and 
stood around waiting for the key 
time. That was still a half-hour off, 
but I noticed that most of the riders 
had started their bikes and were 
running them to keep the engines 
warm. So I did the same thing. 
Besides, a hot cylinder makes a 
pretty good hand-warmer. Ten 
minutes before my number was due 
to come up, I cut the engine off for a 
few minutes. And that’s when all the 
trouble began. 

Three minutes before my number 
I fired up again. The bike started 
right up, but the throttle was stuck 
wide open. Figured the slide might 
be a little icy, so I shut down, 
banged the carb a few times and 
tried again. Same thing. Decided the 
cable might be stretched too tight, so 
I did a quick rerouting job. Mean- 
while, my number had come and 
gone and my goggles were starting to 
fog up. Got the cable back in place, 
but now the bike wouldn’t start. 
Couple of guys gave me a push. No 
luck. Pulled the plug. It looked like 
the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean. 
Dropped in a fresh plug and the bike 
finally started — but I was ten 
minutes behind my number. Not to 
worry. It was going to be a long day, 
and a little motocross technique 
ought to eat up some of those 
minutes. 

Another mistake, but it’s too 
depressing to keep counting them. 

The first couple of miles were 
pavement, but I spotted a cop car 
and some ice right off so I played it 
cool. Couldn’t go very fast anyway, 
because the cross-wind was so strong 
that my knobby tires kept indicating 
a desire to be somewhere else — like 
the other side of the road facing 
oncoming traffic. But finally we got 
off the road and into the trees. 
Passed a couple of guys right there. 
They didn’t care because they were 
running on time, but it made me feel 
good. 

We were working our way down a 
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lane in the forest. Obviously, it had 


been ridden heavily when the 
ground was soft, probably by the 
guys marking out the course, but 
now all the ruts were frozen solid, 
and the wet places had turned into 
skating rinks. Walking that trail 
would have been difficult, but I 
figured if I just kept the front end 
light I could still make some time. 
In retrospect, Chet, riding those 
trails was a lot like trying to 
tap-dance in a closet full of marbles, 
but I didn’t really realize that. The 
adrenaline was pumping and I was 
trying to keep warm and_ just 
watching out for majors like fallen 
trees and ponds. There wasn’t 
anyone else in sight, and I figured I 
had a lot of catching up to do. So I 
gassed it. About the time I was 
upshifting into fourth, my rear 
wheel hit an ice patch. When I tried 
to correct I dropped the front wheel 
onto another ice patch. In a 
different rut. I won’t bore you with 
what happened next, because you’ve 
been there. But you'd be surprised 
how far you can slide on your head if 


there’s enough room. 

The bike started on about the fifth 
kick, which may or may not have 
been a blessing. Got started again, 
this time using both legs as out- 
riggers. Worked fine until the trail 
started to narrow, then I almost lost 
a leg because my goggles were 
totally fogged and I hadn't really 
noticed. 

Broke out of the bush and back 
onto a road. After about a mile, I 
finally had to pull off the goggles. 
My nose had been running, but after 
a little while the left nostril froze 
solid, so at least half my problem 
was solved. “Things are getting 
better,” I remember thinking. The 
only thing worse than pointless 
optimism is mistaken optimism. You 
can quote me. 

I had been on that road for about 
ten miles when I realized that 
something was wrong. First off, I 
hadn’t seen any other riders in all 
that time. Second, I hadn’t seen any 
arrows. Third, what was ten miles of 
slippery, nasty pavement doing in 
the middle of an enduro? I was 
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starting to miss the speedometer and 
route sheet I didn’t have. Re- 
membered telling Dan that, “Any 
fool can follow arrows.” Well, not 
just any fool. 

Finally turned around, and after 
riding about seven miles I found an 
arrow on a side road. Unfortunately 
it wasn’t the right arrow, so I ended 
up missing two checks. But it was an 
arrow. If nothing else, it might lead 
me back to the motel where we 
started. It was warm at the motel 
where we started. 

Let me tell you a little about 
warmth. As a transplanted Georgian 
who lived in Southern California for 
12 years, I tend to figure that 
anything below 50 degrees is chillier 
than absolutely necessary. I doubt 
very much that the inside of my 
bike’s cylinder was 50 degrees at that 
point. The snow had stopped, but 
there was this wind, you see, and I 
was cold everywhere. Reminded me 
of the day that Albeth, the bar maid 
down at Chuy’s, poured a whole 
pitcher of beer down the front of my 
leathers. Hell, all she had to do was 
say no. But that’s getting off the 
subject, I guess. 


One part of the course skirted 
something called the Welland Canal. 
That’s the way that ships get from 
Lake Erie to Lake Ontario. It looked 
cold and deep, and we ran along the 
edge for about a mile on a 
one-bike-wide rutted path. Solid 
bush on the right, and an 80-degree 
drop to the canal on the left. I’ve 
never gotten so familiar with so 
many bushes in my life, except for 
the time that... forget it. 

After a while we got onto another 
skating rink trail, but this one was 
punctuated with big, slush-filled 
mudholes. I figure that it was in any 
one of three different holes that I lost 
the tools I had taped to the rear 
fender. Not that it really mattered. 
Even if ld wanted to take off my 
snowmobile mitts and try to work 
with tools, I never would have been 
able to get all that tape off. Falling 
every hundred yards or so did the 
trick, though. My bike, a new 
Husky, looked like a weird cherry 
snowcone, but it started first kick 
everytime. You can’t even depend on 
things to be undependable anymore. 

Finally I got so cold that I just 
didn’t give a shit. My feet were wet, 


SL125 recoils at the sight of snow. Can't blame it. 
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both nostrils were frozen solid, sleet 
was trickling down my neck and my 
foam face mask was so wet it was 
functioning like the humidifier in an 
air conditioner. I also had a couple 
of bungee cords left over from the 
tool kit fiasco wrapped around my 
rear axle, but I didn’t know that. So 
I gassed it, and while the bike was 
handling kind of funny, what with 
the bungees and the fact that my 
front brake was frozen partially on, 
I didn’t fall down anymore. 

About that time I hit the third 
check. They looked at me kind of 
funny when they saw my blank 
card, but were too cold to say 
anything. Asked them if this meant 
the end of my attempt to trophy my 
first enduro. They chattered that it 
probably did. That made me pretty 
happy, because I knew that the 
lunch check was just down the road 
a bit, along with my truck and dry 
clothes. Tried smiling, but the face 
mask had frozen solid. Tried not 
smiling and that didn’t work either. 
Figure I looked something like 
Gerald Ford with a hernia. 

Made it back to the motel, pulled 
Dan out of the truck and grabbed 
for my thermos of Northland Sunrise 
(Canadian whiskey and Benzocaine 
mixed 20:1). Peeled off my boots and 
watched my socks steam for a while. 
In fact, my entire body was steam- 
ing. The windows of the truck were 
rapidly clouding up, which was 
good because I couldn’t see how cold 
it looked out there. I was finding 
that even the appearance of cold 
depressed me. Dan told me I better 
get going if I was going to be on time 
for the second half and I... 

Thats how it was, Chet, my 
initiation to eastern woods riding. In 
retrospect, I seem to keep re- 
membering that it wasn’t so bad and 
that I really had a lot of fun, but 
then I know that the human mind 
does not retain the memory of pain 
very well. Anyway, there'll be 
another Frostbite next year and I 
want to invite you to come up here 
and ride it. Figure that two years in 
Southern California have made you 
forget the real pleasures. I’m sure 
you'll enjoy the event, and it would 
give you some new stories to tell 
Albeth and the gang down at 
Chuy’s. Let me know if youre 
interested. I’m going to be filling out 
my tax forms that weekend, but I’ll 
be happy to pit for you. 

Your friend and mine, 
Mike 


David Clinton: age 15 and already a World Champion Bicycle Motocross 
racer. David's been riding three years and has managed to win around a 
hundred trophies, most of them for first place. He’s also #1 in the NBA, the 
National Bicycle Association. David is a fully sponsored Kawasaki rider and 
should be the happiest 15-year-old in the world. 
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PERSONALITY 


IHE 
SIARS 


by WINDY OSBORN 


Small-sized 
big-timers 


Eric Richter is 14, turning 15, and always 
does his best. He’s an expert and 
sponsored by Webco and Rick's Bike 
Shop. Eric always goes for speed and is. 
a pretty good jumper. His bike is a 
Webco frame with Moto Mags and it 
handles clean! 


DIRT BIKE 


John Palfreyman and Doug Takahashi: 
John and Doug are the two fastest 
sidehack riders around. Both are experts 
and 16. When these two get together on 
a hack, they don’t mess around. At the 
Sylmar track — which is all downhill — 
they come ripping down at about 45. At 
least. John’s dad is a sidehack racer, 
too, but on a motorcycle. 


Reg tnd j sc eos RO meee 
Marvin Church: 14, and what they calla 
serious rider. He took second place 
overall at the Madison High Gold Cup 
and is a great starter. He watches the 
flagman like a hawk and is usually in 
front. 
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Thom Lund is 16 but turning 17 and will soon retire from BX. He set the fastest 
track record at the Los Angeles Coliseum during the third Yamaha Gold 
Cup. He takes riding seriously and runs to build up his muscles. He rides with 
higher gearing during the week to build up his legs. Thom won at Saddleback, 
collecting $200 and a four-foot trophy. fo] 
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QUARTER LITER FOO FOOS 


Nothing — absolutely nothing — 
is as much fun as trail riding. Sure, 
motocross is great for pumping 
adrenaline, for venting all your 
pented aggression and for scoring 
nasty little triumphs that assert your 


physical and mental superiority. 
Very macho. 

And there’s a definite masochistic 
pleasure in enduro riding. Finish a 
good one and you can identify with 
Hillary or Byrd; you get a little bit of 
zee PoR F Paz mse oes 
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the same post-event sadness and 
relief mixed with the feeling of 
accomplishment that must accom- 
pany any endeavor against odds. 
Still very macho. 

Same goes for flattracking, or 
scrambles, or desert, even observed 
trials — though there the violence 
takes second place to the rider’s 
enjoyment of his physical mastery 
over machine and terrain. A quiet 
macho. 

But at last comes trail riding, 
which is nothing but release: no 
zen-like mental preparations for the 
battle; no super-tuning of the body 
for strain or sudden exertion; no 
maintenance of specialized clothing 
and riding gear; no expensive modi- 
fications to the bike’s suspension or 
motor; no trick tires to buy or arcane 
air pressure settings for back and 
front wheel; no strange instruments 
to attach to the bars; no lists of 


numbers and letters to memorize; 
arranging for pit crews or gas; 
impounds or riders’ meetings; 
entry fees or inspection hassles; 
nothing — just riding. 

As a matter of fact, the less you 
put in, the more you get out of trail 
riding. “Hey, let’s get together on 
Saturday, the 18th of next month 
and go trail riding; you bring the 
mix; I'll bring the straight gas; Fred, 
you bring the . . . ” does not make 
it. Put too much in and everything 
starts looking like an event again. 

The perfect trail ride should start 
very simply. Just make up your mind 
to go, jump on your bike and ride to 
your friend’s house, roust him out, 
and get going. 

The elegant simplicity of trail 
riding requires a hassle-free motor- 
cycle, something that’s street-legal so 
you can escape all that trucking and 
trailering and so you won't be 


Ri barr 


Entire preparation for 
desert was removing taillight and turn 
signals, and then strapping on a Mal- 
colm Smith tool bag and a pair of Koni 


shocks we keep around for 
gencies. 


emer- 


worrying about getting your bus 
broken into and being burned for 
whatever you left behind. 

The trailbike has got to be 
reliable, otherwise you're stuck with 
hours of preparation before riding 
and you're back with the hassles of 


DIRT BIKE 


None, not one, of the bikes in the test 
had a rock guard that covered all the 
engine essentials. 


competition events. 

A good woods bike, even some 
mild motocrossers, are perfect for 
riding trails, but what about the 
middle of the day when you want to 
come down out of the hills, zip 
through that little town, and pick up 
a beer at Albar’s Bar & Greasy 
Griddle? Your MXer or enduro-legal 
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mount will get you busted quicker 
than you can dump the contents of 
your upper left pocket into the 


gutter while searching for your 
driver’s license with the other hand. 

Back to the concept of the 

trailbike. It already is a compromise 
since it’s streetable, and it’s also got 
to be a compromise in the weight- 
displacement department. Too 
heavy is a bummer; drop it and 
never get it up again without help. 
Embarrassing at the least. That 
leaves out giant bikes. 
_ But too little power leaves out 
125s. Unless you're good, everyone’s 
going to leave you behind, laugh 
while you push up hills, and let you 
eat dust when you reach the 
pavement. 

At least there are a lot of 250 
street/trail machines to pick from: 
all the big names and lots of the little 
ones. We hit them all up for this 
shootout. Some said, “No thanks; 
ours is an enduro bike; call us when 
youre going to test real enduro 
bikes.” OK, we wound up with six, a 
fair sampling. But then the Harley 
self-destructed the first day out and 
we had five. 

Still a fair sampling, we thought, 
since out of the five remaining, we 
had two strong candidates for the 
best trailbike in the universe. 

Another bike in the test — the 
XL250 turned out to be the 
two-wheeled replacement for the 
Jeep, a pleasure vehicle solely and 
not to be campaigned by any but the 
foolish, but still the fireroading king 
of them all. 

Enough teasing. If you want to 
inspect them closely, go ahead. We 
arranged all the sniveling and 
ranting separately to make things 
easier. So go read those parts; this 


part is for praise and conclusions. 
And our conclusion is that the 
Honda MT250 is the best trailbike 
you can buy. It was a tough choice; 
the Yamaha hung in there. But 
here’s the scam: 


ENGINE. The MT had thestrong- 
est motor out of the batch initially. 
It’s not the same kind of power that 
seems to be popular in this class, 
since the MT revs strongly while 
every other bike here is a torquer 
that wants you to shift before the 
revs get high. But it was strong. 
Notice the past tense. The MT is 
definitely worn out. And that’s 
because it got next to zero main- 
tenance and two miles for every one 
that any other bike was ridden. The 
fact that it got ridden so much brings 
us to the next subject: 


HANDLING. Every bike in this 
test handled poorly — except the 
MT. It was the only machine that 
could be cornered when standing; 
the rest required sitting down and 
sticking out a foot. About the only 
thing the MT couldn’t take was 
high-speed whoopdies. That’s why 
its tank looks lumpy these days. 


{ua 


TRANS AND BRAKES. We have 
to snivel here. By the end of the test, 
the MT was responding sloppily to 
equal sloppiness on the part of the 
rider. If you got too casual about 
shifting up, there’d be a blank spot 
for a moment, a huge clunk, and 
then the MT would be one gear 
higher than you meant. The brakes 
worked fine, still progressive and 
controllable, but the trans didn’t go 
“snick, snick” anymore. Remember 
that the MT got run for as many 
miles as all the other bikes put 
together. Forgive it a little for 
showing some wear. 


SUSPENSION. Decidedly not the 
best in the world, but better than 
anything else in this class. Where 
rough going tweaked wrists on the 
other bikes, the MT let you live, and 
it wasn't due to lack of weight. The 
MT was only out-pounded by the 


XL250 and both the Yamaha and 
Suzuki were lighter. But not by 
much. 


COMFORT, the catch-all cate- 
gory. Add a second place in this 
vague mix of feelings and impressions 
to the MT’s score. A lot of things 
went into this subtotal: riding 
position; saddle, bars, pegs and 
grips; tank width; how long and 
how hard our testers could ride; 
whether they wanted to go it again; 
etc. Overall, Yamaha’s DT250B got 
the nod, but the two-stroke Honda 
went second. 

Add them up: three firsts and two 
seconds and you have a class winner. 
The MT is a good enough trailbike to 
set some of us thinking about its 
potentials as an enduro bike, Which 
is a huge compliment coming from 
some of the competition freaks 
around here. 

The next bike in line is easy to 
pick: the Yamaha, because the 
power is good; the machine is 
dependable; it handles better than 
the three others; it’s comfortable to 
ride; and the suspension responds 
well to a knowledgeable massage. 
Nothing gets in the way, and with 
the exception of the very bottom of 
the bottom end, we prefer that reed 
valve to even the four-stroke for 
guts. 

After that things get a bit more 
muddled. The Suzuki handles better 
than the Kawasaki or the XL. But 
then, the Honda valver is fun to ride 
because of the engine, and the Kaw 
has a lot of things going for it 
although steering isn’t one of them. 

Enough. Go read the individual 
write-ups. Just remember that MT 
stands for Mighty Trail 250. 


Continued 
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Kawasaki offers a little bit more in 
a number of places. The bike is the 
fanciest looking of the batch; it’s full 
of neat little touches (like waterproof 
storage under the seat for two extra 
spark plugs, dipstick built in for the 
tranny, the best choke lever setup 


yet, place to stash your legal 
documents under the seat, good tool 
kit, and a riders book full of 
maintenance tips); and the motor 
delivers a lot more torque than you 
can reasonably expect from a piston- 
ported two-stroke. 

Our test bike ran best if we shifted 
it before 6000 and if we gave it a rest 
between rides. Once it got hot, like a 
long wash where the suspension kept 
you in third or fourth forever, the 
popping and banging started. The 
flywheel ignition began to fail when 
the heat built up. 

A couple of other aggravations got 
us too. The F11 shares rubber 
footpegs with the Suzuki and the 
Kawasaki's immediately turned up- 
side down and stayed that way. The 
superfluous neutral light proved 
more unnecessary than usual, since 
it started showing neutral in first, 
neutral, and second. 

But the major complaint was 
expressed a little bitterly when a 
beat-up rider said it was a tractor, 
because it plows. 


Plow it did. The bike was 
ungainly. Turns were a chancy 
affair. Full lock sometimes didn’t 


head it around. Throwing a lot of 
weight on the bars showed up 
typical trials tire traits. The best 
plan was leaning, laying out a leg, 
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and letting the bars just barely turn. 

We also have to complain about 
the grips (they’re hard and iron their 
waffle pattern into your palms), the 
brakes (the back one works too well; 
on the way downhill you'll look like 
a slalom racer), the disappearing 
lights (not the instruments’ fault 
really, but other combinations of 
events had us crashing a lot), and the 
general unease the bike promoted (if 
you cant feel good about it, 
well. ..). 

Back on the plus side. 

Even if the suspension wasn't 
perfect — and it sure wasn’t — it 
still didn’t rank at the bottom of the 
list with these bikes. The forks 
hammered and on little ruts and 
drop-offs, they slapped down. Right 
afterward, your wrists crimped and 
your shoulders sagged. More re- 
bound damping is necessary. And 
the rear end hopped. Badly. The 
bike was a real kick in the ass to ride. 
But there was none of that side-to- 
side eye-widening stuff that makes 
you wonder why you left the garage. 

That means the geometry is on. 
Taking the F11 across the hoops and 
off the jumps on the trail proved 
that. The Kaw set up a front-high 
attitude and held it, letting you slop 
down on the rear wheel and 
accelerate away without a twitch. 

Which brings up acceleration 
itself. The F11 is a one-kick starter 
either hot or cold. Warm-up is short. 
And after that, all you have to do is 
shift early — and grabbing gears is 
easy — and then just really roll. It 
moves out with the best here. 


PRICE: (retail, West Coast) $1089 
ENGINE TYPE: Two-stroke, air-cooled 
single 
BORE & STROKE: 68mm x 68mm 
DISPLACEMENT: 246.8cc 
COMPRESSION RATIO: 6.4:1 
CARBURETION: 30mm Mikuni 
HP @ RPM: 22 @ 6500 (claimed) 
CLUTCH: Wet, multi-plate 
PRIMARY DRIVE: 3.000:1, gear 
TRANSMISSION RATIOS: 
1) 2.23031 
2) 1.470:1 
3) 1.100:1 
4) 0.910:1 
5) 0.750:1 
FINAL DRIVE: Chain 
13-tooth countershaft sprocket 
44-tooth rear sprocket 
AIR FILTRATION: Wet foam 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: Magneto with 
points, six-volt battery 
LUBRICATION: Kawasaki Injectolube 
RECOMMENDED FUEL: Regular 
gasoline 
RECOMMENDED OIL: Two-stroke oil 
FUEL CAPACITY: 9.5 liters (2.5 gallons) 
FRAME: Double downtube, mild steel 
SUSPENSION: 
Kawasaki forks, 10cm (4 inches) 
observed travel; Kawasaki shocks 
WHEELS & SPOKES: D.I.D. rims, steel 
spokes 
TIRES: 
front: 3.00x21 Yokohama trials 
rear: 4.00x19 Yokohama trials 
DIMENSIONS: 
Wheelbase: 138.4cm (54.9 inches) 
Overall length: 215cm (85.4 inches) 
Ground clearance: 25.7cm 
(10.2 inches) 
Seat height: 82.3cm (32.7 inches) 
Handlebar width: 81.5cm 
(32.4 inches) 
Weight: 120.2kg (264.4 pounds) 
claimed, dry 
127.0kg (280 pounds), weighed with 
oil and one gallon of gas 
44.3% on front wheel 
55.7% on rear wheel 
BRAKES: Cable-operated drum on 
front; rod-operated conical drum on 
rear 
INSTRUMENTS & INDICATORS: 
Speedo, tach, odometer, resettable 
trip odometer, horn, high beam 
indicator, turn signal indicator, 
neutral indicator 
LIGHTS: Headlight, taillight, turn 
signals, brake light 
SILENCER: Yes, quiet 
SPARK ARRESTOR: Yes 
PRIMARY KICK: Yes 


WARRANTY: Six months, no limit on 


mileage 

PARTS PRICES: 

PISTON: «ms aso ysle ont SES Kees $13.80 
RINGS! sates ace noted saneurs deen: 11.70 
Glutehicalble tesa oan el e 4.90 
ClutehileVer t....c.04 82 vee ias 6 2.88 
Turnsignalassembly =: os se suas 8.50 
TaMgMlERS maserey Eh 4.90 
SHIM EVE k sn eye ate 7.10 
Brakeipedal asa: resaca sens dae 8.00 


Turn signal lens 
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SUZUKI TS250M 


Suzuki’s silver 250 got a lot of 
bonus points in the shootout. It was 
neat looking for one thing, except for 
the Buick portholes in the heat 
shield. It was quiet, too. Completely 
so. And Suzuki was the only 
manufacturer with the decency to 
raise the rear frame loop so that 
there’s something to grab on the 
back of the bike. Don’t the other 
factories know that it’s death to turn 
signal stalks when you have to use 
them to hump a bike over a log? 

The Suzi was a sure starter, 
shifted well, and had a smooth, 
comfortable suspension. Handling 
was neutral, an odd term here, 
where it means that things didn’t go 
from bad to worse when you weren’t 
paying attention. It was flat in the 
air, unlike the Kaw, which pivoted 
until its nose was up, but the 
suspension wasn’t up to the MT 
Honda’s. The forks didn’t top or 
bottom, but they didn’t respond and 
the front end skated on ripples. Bad 
damping in the back didn’t help, but 
the geometry wasn’t evil. The TS 
slides easy and it was a controllable, 
fun slide. 

All of the last paragraph that dealt 
with suspension and handling should 
be thought of as true “within limits.” 

The limits of the TS are decided 
by the engine. Like all the rest 
except the MT, it is a torquer, but 
the Suzuki seems to sign off sooner 
and generate less than any of the 
others. The motor was dependable, 
metronomic, it never faltered, 
skipped a beat, or gave you a burst 
of power. It just built, then quit. 
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You shifted. 

Power was unremarkable. 

Without anything there to get you 
in trouble, problems never came up. 
Given the mild engine, the suspen- 
sion was up to the job. That’s the 
way the bike came off in general. 
Back at the truck, at the normal 
note-taking and bullshitting session, 
the latest Suzuki rider was asked his 
impression. Turns out there wasn’t 
any. Bemused reply: “I just rode it 
for 27 miles and I didn’t notice 
anything about it.” Now that’s 
neutral. 

Actually some things did stand 
out. The bike was completely water- 
proof except for the footpegs; being 
covered with rubber, they made for 
foot-slipping and saddle-crunching 
when wet. But the brakes worked. 
All the time. Wet or dry. They put 
some motocrossers to shame. And the 
levers bent back and forth ad- 
mirably. A consideration when it’s 
time to spend good beer money on 
replacements. 

There were a couple of other 
things that stood out — or up, at 
least the saddle stood up; it was hard 
to keep it latched and after servicing 
the bike, you’d think someone was 
riding with you over the bumps until 
you remembered to stop and slam 
the seat down. And another limita- 
tion to going fast was the size of the 
tank; it was too big to hold with 
your knees and you never noticed 
until you needed to hold on with 
your knees. 

Good things are there: extra fuses 
sealed in plastic, straps and pegs for 


PRICE: (retail, West Coast) $1085 
ENGINE TYPE: Two-stroke, piston- 
ported, air-cooled single 
BORE & STROKE: 70mm x 64mm 
DISPLACEMENT: 246cc 
COMPRESSION RATIO: 6.7:1 
CARBURETION: 28mm Mikuni 
HP @ RPM: 23 @ 6500 (claimed) 
CLUTCH: Wet, multi-plate 
PRIMARY DRIVE: 3.190:1, gear 
TRANSMISSION RATIOS: 

1) 2.420:1 

2) 1.800:1 

3) 1.280:1 

4) 1.000:1 

5) 0.830:1 
FINAL DRIVE: 2.600:1, chain 

15-tooth countershaft sprocket 

39-tooth rear sprocket 
AIR FILTRATION: 

Wet, polyurethane foam 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: Suzuki P.E.I. 
(pointless electronic system), six-volt 

battery 
LUBRICATION: Suzuki CCI injection 
RECOMMENDED FUEL: 

85 to 95 octane gasoline 
RECOMMENDED OIL: Suzuki CCI oil 
FUEL CAPACITY: 9 liters (2.4 gallons) 
FRAME: Single downtube, mild steel 
SUSPENSION: Suzuki forks, 11cm (4.4 

inches) observed travel; Suzuki 

shocks 

WHEELS & SPOKES: Aluminum 
shoulderless rims 

TIRES: 

front: 3.00x21 IRC trials 

rear: 4.00x18 IRC trials 
DIMENSIONS: 

Wheelbase: 141.5cm (55.7 inches) 

Overall length: 224cm (88.9 inches) 

Ground clearance: 27.3cm (10.8 

inches) 

Seat height: 82.6cm (32.8 inches) 

Handlebar width: 84.2cm (33.4 

inches) 
Weight: 

111kg (245 pounds) claimed, dry 

126.1kg (278 pounds), weighed with 

oil and one gallon of gas 

43.2% on front wheel 

56.8% on rear wheel 
BRAKES: Cable-operated drum on 

front; rod-operated conical drum on 

rear 
INSTRUMENTS & INDICATORS: 
Speedo, tach, odometer, resettable 
trip odometer, horn, neutral, turn 
signal and high beam indicators 
LIGHTS: Headlight, taillights, turn 
signals, brake light 
SILENCER: Yes, very quiet 
SPARK ARRESTOR: Yes 
PRIMARY KICK: Yes 
WARRANTY: 12 months or 12,000 miles 
PARTS PRICES: 
Piston 


a friend, easy to get at parts and 
fillers, lightweight (comparatively), 
locking tank cap, etc. But it’s hard to 
rave. Of course, that also means it’s 
hard to complain. 
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; When you're roughriding it, 
fs; count on Hondaline™ apparel to give 
©, you protection, comfort and dura- 
bility in riding gear. And a Hondaline 
_, enduro suit gives you all of that and 
| style, too. Made from heavy, coated 
nylon fabric, the suit has features like 
snap and Velcro™ pocket closures, 
~ a heavy-duty zipper front, and adjust- 
-d able Velcro bindings on the wrists 
and legs for a sure fit. And there's 
J Scotchlite™ trim on the reversible belt 
for safer night riding. The suit is resist- 
ant to wind, water and scrapes you 
| might encounter in the rough. 

Great-looking, rugged Honda- 
line boots have reinforced toes and 
heels. Steel arch supports. Protective 
padding inside, thick cowhide outside, 

| anda buckle over the inner-lace system 
for ankle support. For your hands, 
there are durable motocross gloves 
with natural curved fingers and pro- 
tective ribbing on the backs. And top 
yourself off with a tough, lightweight 
Hondaline helmet. 

So before your next jaunt in the 
outback, outfit yourself with Hondaline 
gear. The country’s most widely dis- 

s tributed riding apparel. And it's avail- 
gable only at Honda dealer's. 
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HONDA XL-250 


The four-stroke chugged on and 
on during the test. It took incredible 
abuse. Once it was lost for half an 
hour in a stream. Everyone who 
fancied himself a class A hillclimber 
took it out and flogged it up hills. It 
was ridden two-up, three-up and 
four-up. 

Everyone began to think of the 
XL as a packhorse. And while no one 
was willing to push it (even Gunnar 
declined to skid it through a lumpy 
turn for photos), everyone was 
willing to loaf along with it. One 
staffer suggested that it stood in 
second place to the MT as a 
trailbike. Asked to elaborate amid 
scoffs from everyone else, he ex- 
plained, “Anyone with common 
sense won't go fast on it, it’s too 
heavy and handles too bad, but if 
you go slow on it, itll never let you 
down. Besides, it sure slides neat.” 

It was true. It went slow beauti- 
fully. You could actually trials-it up 
hills if you can imagine a 
305-pound trials bike. But it went 
fast downhill. Gravity took over. 

The suspension was adequate, at 
the moderate speeds the bike in- 
spired, but more spirited riding was 
uncomfortable because the handling 
and the weight conquered the 
suspenders. Twitches and hops are 
heavy-duty when you're playing 
with an excess of 300 pounds. 

Bars, grips, pegs and pedals were 
regular Honda issue: all good stuff. 

Lighting hardware stayed sound, 
and the Honda turn signals are easy 
to remove and feature snap con- 
nectors in the wiring. The Honda 
cush mounts on these implements let 
their turn signals last longest. 
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Our test bike had some shifting 
problems for the first day or so, but 
constant use, repositioning the shifter 
and a little more care cured the 
problem. We suspect the box needed 
bedding-in since all the reports we 
hear make it out to be one of the 
most dependable around. Tricked- 
out XL-350s usually have gears out 
of the 250s installed. There was 
never another snivel. 

After its baptism by water, the 
XL was drained and towed. It 
started. That, and a lot of more 
general clues, leads us to think that 
overall dependability should be one 
of the Honda’s four strokes. 

We could go on and tell you about 
the XL’s choke up there between the 
instruments, how it starts second or 
third kick, how it takes almost 
forever for it to warm up, how bad 
trials tires are, how all the lights kept 
on working, how nothing fell off the 
bike, that all the helmet and steering 
locks were present, and so forth. But 
you know all that. 

But we will remind you that the 
XL Honda was dependable trans- 
portation, and a fun trailbike, but 


PRICE: (retail, West Coast) $1090 

ENGINE TYPE: Four-stroke, overhead 
cam, air-cooled single 

BORE & STROKE: 74mm x 57.8mm 

DISPLACEMENT: 248cc 

COMPRESSION RATIO: 9.1:1 

CARBURETION: 28mm Keihin 

HP @ RPM: No claims 

CLUTCH: Wet, multi-plate 

PRIMARY DRIVE: 3.125:1, gear 

TRANSMISSION RATIOS: 

1) 2.352:1 
2) 1.666:1 
3) 1.280:1 
4) 1.000:1 
5) 0.806: 

FINAL DRIVE: 3.200:1, D.I.D. chain 
15-tooth countershaft sprocket 
48-tooth rear sprocket 

AIR FILTRATION: Paper 

ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: Flywheel 
magneto with points, six-volt battery 

LUBRICATION: Wet sump 

RECOMMENDED FUEL: Low lead or 
regular 

RECOMMENDED OIL: High detergent 
SAE 10W-40 

FUEL CAPACITY: 8 liters (2.1 gallons) 

FRAME: Single downtube, mild steel 

SUSPENSION: 

Honda forks, 16.5cm (6.6 inches) 
observed travel; Honda shocks 

WHEELS & SPOKES: D.I.D. 

shoulderless rims, steel spokes 

TIRES: 
front: 3.00x21 Nitto trials 
rear: 4.00x18 Nitto trials 

DIMENSIONS: 

Wheelbase: 141cm (55.5 inches) 
Overall length: 214.9cm (85.3 inches) 
Ground clearance: 22cm (8.7 inches) 
Seat height: 84cm (33.1 inches) 
Handlebar width: 83cm (33 inches) 
Weight: 129kg (284 pounds) dry, 
claimed, 138.3kg (305 pounds), 
weighed with oil and one gallonof gas 
43% on front wheel 
57% on rear wheel 

BRAKES: Cable-operated conical 

drums, front and rear 

INSTRUMENTS & INDICATORS: 
Speedo, tach, odometer, resettable 
trip odometer, horn, high beam 
indicator, turn signal indicator 

LIGHTS: Headlight, taillight, turn 

signals, brake light 

SILENCER: Yes, quiet 

SPARK ARRESTOR: Yes 

PRIMARY KICK: Yes 

WARRANTY: Six months or 4000 miles 

PARTS PRICES: 


Brake pedal 
Shift lever 


just too heavy and not what you 
could call exciting in the power 
department except on top, where the 
XL will walk any of the two-strokes. 
Still, there’s a lot to be said for 
smoothness in your style. The XL 
would help you develop that. It'll 
make you develop it. 
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We already told you it was the 
best in the class. It demands a little 
more from you because it’s not the 
same kind of power you get from the 
Yamaha and the XL; it’s all there, 
just keep the rs up. And the MT 
demands a little more because you 
have to ride it, not just sit on it. 
Gunnar described it as a “more 
agressive posture.” Both the bike’s 
and the rider’s. 

Yes, we know that our competition 
bias is showing. But look at how 
much more you get back if you're 
willing to ride the MT. The forks 
don't bang around mechanically and 
they don’t put pressure on your 
wrists. The shocks are decent and 
while there was enough side hop to 
make Zeal eat it big on the hoops 
(check your bushings, folks), the 
damping is in the ballpark — stock. 
Down hills with brakes on, the MT 
actually responds to body shifts 
(nothing to brag about in most 
shootouts). That gets summed by 
saying that with the MT, you're not 
correcting all the time and there’s no 
feeling of being outweighed by the 
bike. 

Good point there. All these manu- 
facturers imitated the Yamaha 
formula and even with the XL, the 
weight distribution is 43/57 percent. 
Yet the MT feels lighter. You could 
lay it down in a corner. Or stand up 
and steer. You didn’t have to use 
your foot as a training wheel. 
Wouldn’t wear out your boots as 
fast, either. 

The more we rode it, the stronger 
the impression grew. Out of all the 
bikes in the test, the Honda MT was 


54 


the most dirt bike. 

Don't presume that Honda left 
stuff off the MT or snuck in a real 
enduro bike just to rig the results. 
The MT still has the trailbike 
essentials: turn signals (that survive); 
flip-up seat (with lock, helmet 
hanger, and two more items that 
were best-of-class: the waterproof 
tool place with room enough to add 
more, and the best engineered air 
box here); real honest-to-God pedals 
and pegs; good looks; the best grips 
(shared with the XL); and a good 
saddle. 

How, then, do we justify the fact 
that the MT was the most destroyed 
motorcycle around after the test? 
Easy. The reason that the Honda's 
engine is beat is because some 
dummy on the staff didn’t even 
bother to service the poor bike’s air 
cleaner either before or after he ran 
it around the Shamrock’s California 
City ISDT Qualifier course. And the 
reason the rear brake light switch 
was blown completely off the bike 
was because the rocks are big on that 
Qualifier course. And the same rocks 
weakened a footpeg bolt, which later 
snapped off. And the dented tank 
and missing fork stop were another 
staffer’s fault. He just thought going 
fast on the MT was more fun. The 
worn paint spots have to be 
attributed to all the miles we put on 
the bike, more of them, and harder 
ones too. 

We apologized effusively to 
Honda. 

It’s just that the bike begged to be 
ridden. 

And we gave in, being weak that 


PRICE: Not available 

ENGINE TYPE: Two-stroke, piston- 
ported, air-cooled single 

BORE & STROKE: 70mm x 64.4mm 

DISPLACEMENT: 248cc 

COMPRESSION RATIO: 6.6:1 

CARBURETION: 28mm Keihin 

HP @ RPM: No claims 

CLUTCH: Wet, multi-plate 

PRIMARY DRIVE: 3.300:1, gear 

TRANSMISSION RATIOS: 

i) 2.23541 

2) 157121 

3) 1.160:1 

4) 0.896:1 

5) 0.718:1 
FINAL DRIVE: 2.933:1, D.I.D. chain 

15-tooth countershaft sprocket 

44-tooth rear sprocket 
AIR FILTRATION: Wet foam 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: 

Flywheel magneto with points 
LUBRICATION: Oil injection 
RECOMMENDED FUEL: Low lead or 

regular 
RECOMMENDED OIL: Two-cycle 

motor oil 
FUEL CAPACITY: 8.5 liters (2.2 gallons) 
FRAME: Single downtube, mild steel 
SUSPENSION: Honda forks, 16.5cm 

(6.6 inches) observed travel: 

Honda shocks 
WHEELS & SPOKES: D.I.D. shoulder- 

less, steel spokes 
TIRES: 

front: 3.00x21 Nitto trials 

rear: 4.00x18 Nitto trials 
DIMENSIONS: 

Wheelbase: 144cm (56.7 inches) 

Overall length: 215.9cm (85 inches) 

Ground clearance: 25.8cm 

(10.2 inches) 

Seat height: 83.8cm (33 inches) 

Handlebar width: 86.3cm (34 inches) 

Weight: 118kg (260 pounds) 

claimed, dry 
126.1kg (278 pounds), weighed 
with oil and one gallon of gas 
43.2% on front wheel 
56.8% on rear wheel 
BRAKES: Cable-operated conical 
drums, front and rear 
INSTRUMENTS & INDICATORS: 
Speedo, tach, odometer, resettable 
trip odometer, horn, high beam 
indicator, turn signal indicator 
LIGHTS: Headlight, taillight, turn sig- 
nals, brake light 
SILENCER: Yes, quiet 
SPARK ARRESTOR: Yes 
PRIMARY KICK: Yes 
WARRANTY: Six months or 4000 miles 
PARTS PRICES: 


PISTON ernai ee ove se Aa oes $16.32 
RINGS: meri orcs ea Aa ah eects 7.84 
Glutei lever rarer: ermin teres ms 3.78 
Chieh gable reni wk) netee 4.70 
Brake pedal cas suas ot Saker e na r 7.48 


Shiitleyer siseses rentur are ees 5.60 
Teen SigMalilemst saranane iaoee 


way. 
Now with some Preston Pettys, 
some good knobbies, and without 
those turn signals, we could really 
preserve some nature.... 


DIRT BIKE 


YAMAHA DT250B 


Yamaha’s street/trail entry is the 
standard against which all these 
motorcycles must be measured. The 
DT1 invented the class and then it 
stayed on top while everyone else 
and his holding company jumped on 
for a profitable ride. It’s still on top 
in a lot of ways. Motor is one of the 
ways. We don’t dyno anything but 
race bikes these days, so we can’t 
show you a chart, but we can give 
you a description. After a couple of 
kicks and a quick waiting period, the 
DT has power now! Then it 
proceeds to get some more. Then still 
more. Then you shift. Neat. But the 
other direction is the impressive one. 
Power on down the trail, do some 
slowing, swing the turn, and start 
up. The higher you go, the more 
gears down, and finally it’s first. 
Revs are dropping. You're climbing. 
Near the top it’s loose and lumpy. 
Searching for traction you let the 
revs go way down. It still pulls. 
Strong. 

Then comes the tragic flaw. It 
happens way down. It feels like 
about 2500, but we never had time 
to look at the tach to be sure. The 
sparks stop like youd hit a kill 
switch. There just isn’t enough 
flywheel effect in the engine. You 
and a 278-pound motorcycle are 
now four feet from the top of this 
rutted, rock-studded hill. Boo! 

The Yamaha is stronger than even 
the four-stroke up to this cut-off 
point. And it’s a shame, because it 
sucks you into these situations by 
performing so well until then. You 
wouldn't make the mistake with any 
of the others; you know they don’t 
have the grunt to cut it. 

Comfort is another strong point, 
except for those hillsides, because the 
Yam really lets you loaf. You use the 
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to cut 


not the 
corners; you use the throttle, not the 
suspension, to smooth out the trail. 
You actually don’t have to ride it; 
you can just sit on it. 


motor, steering, 


That is a comfort. After all, 
neither the suspension or the 
handling is dynamite. The forks top 
constantly off the small stuff and the 
shocks work as a governor on any 
high-speed work. It steers as if the 
head bearings were too tight and 
you soon give up anything but 
throttle/sit-down turning. 

On the way back down from that 
hill, the combination of light switch 
rear brake, harsh shocks and just 
plain heft sets up a chattering that'll 
warn anyone below you. 

Don’t get us wrong; it’s still the 
Burger King to the Berkshires special; 
we just don’t think you ought to try 
to get through the Berkshires with it. 

Back down on the flats, there's 
still a lot about the DT to turn you 
on. The convenience features are 
there and theyre sano, not just 
tacked on as afterthoughts; stuff like 
the locking gas cap, the pipe that 
can’t roast you even if it wanted to, 
the fabulous front brake, good pegs 
and pedals, a tool kit you can open 
without a tool (unlike the Kawa- 
saki’s), and the best lever covers in 
the group. 

Think about all that and add the 


PRICE: (retail, West Coast) $1229 
ENGINE TYPE:Two-stroke, reed-valved, 
air-cooled single 
BORE & STROKE: 70mm x 64mm 
DISPLACEMENT: 246cc 
COMPRESSION RATIO: 6.8:1 
CARBURETION: 28mm Mikuni 
HP @ RPM: None claimed, 
none measured 
CLUTCH: Wet, multi-plate 
PRIMARY DRIVE: 2.826:1, gear 
TRANSMISSION RATIOS: 
1) 2.538:1 
2) 1.789:1 
3) 115381 
4) 1.000:1 
5) 0.766:1 
FINAL DRIVE: 3.357:1, D.I.D. chain 
14-tooth countershaft sprocket 
47-tooth rear sprocket 
AIR FILTRATION: Wet foam filter 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: 
Mitsubishi flywheel magneto 
(with points), six-volt battery 
LUBRICATION: Autolube injection 
RECOMMENDED FUEL: Low lead, 90 + 
octane gasoline 
RECOMMENDED OIL: 
Yamalube 2-cycle 
FUEL CAPACITY: 9 liters (2.4 gallons) 
FRAME: Double downtube, mild steel 
SUSPENSION: Yamaha forks, 16cm 
(6.3 inches) observed travel; 
Yamaha Thermal Phase shocks 
WHEELS & SPOKES: Steel, 
shoulderless rims 
TIRES: 
front: 3.00x21 Dunlop trials 
rear: 4.00x18 Dunlop trials 
DIMENSIONS: 
Wheelbase: 141.5cm (55.7 inches) 
Overall length: 218cm (85.8 inches) 
Ground clearance: 21.7cm 
(8.6 inches) 
Seat height: 81.5cm (32.4 inches) 
Handlebar width: 87cm (34.3 inches) 
Weight: 126.1kg (278 pounds); 
weighed with oil and one gallon of gas 
42.8% on front wheel 
57.2% on rear wheel 
BRAKES: Cable-operated conical drum 
on front; rod-operated conical drum 
on rear 
INSTRUMENTS & INDICATORS: 
Speedo, tach, odometer, resettable 
trip odometer, horn, high beam 
indicator, turn signal indicator 
LIGHTS: Headlight, taillight, turn 
signals, brake light 
SILENCER: Yes, quiet 
SPARK ARRESTOR: Yes 
PRIMARY KICK: Yes 
WARRANTY: Six months or 4000 miles, 
parts and labor 
PARTS PRICES: 
Piston assembly ............. 
RINGS? ei mausa wa eis aiAk sia epee 
CUENCA DIES | Sy) nna sti ARR 
GVlinGen sesi si are ett eae 
SHITEIEV Cle nmrattceeeunit renee a ae 
Brake pedal -o cem ota nee 
Guten leve yi ae ara ee eee 
Reeds (each) 


kind of power the DT offers and 
you ll have a bike with near the same 
statistics as everything else in the 
class — but one that seems much 
more nimble. ked 
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It’s like setting a piece of chocolate 
cake in front of a weight watcher. 
It’s like dangling a diamond necklace 
in front of a jewel thief. It’s like 
showing a CZ to George. 

By “it,” we mean asking Don 
whether he would like to ride Larry 
Roeseler’s Harley Baja. For you poor 
unfortunates who do not keep up on 
what is happening in California 
desert racing, Larry Roeseler holds 
the Number One plate in the 
trailbike class. And he earned that 
plate on his Harley Baja. And we 
dangled that Baja, the bike that 


WHAT IT’S LIKE 


Larry Roeseler’s Hustlin’ Harley 


NUMBER — 
ONE 
DESERT 
TRAIL BIKE 


by the Staff of DESERT BIKE 


At 17 years old he has quite a bit of riding ahead of him. 


DIRT BIKE 


earned Number One in the desert, in 
front of Don, a hopelessly addicted 
desert racer. 

Of course he wanted to ride it! 

So we arranged a trip to the desert 
to see how different Larry’s bike is 
from the normal run-of-the-mill 
desert bike. Don’s bike is as run-of- 
the-mill as they come, so we figured 
he would be able to tell how much 
difference the bike makes in racing. 
In the back of his mind he was 
hoping the bike was the whole 
difference; then he’d just go out, set 
up a bike like Larry’s and... 

When we got to Larry’s house we 
lost no time in checking out the bike. 
It was well used, to say the least. 
The seat was sunken in where he was 
used to sitting, homemade modifica- 
tions abounded. Well, this was no 
way to evaluate a bike, so we loaded 
up and took off. 

Our riding spot was not far from 
Larry’s home outside of San 
Bernardino. Hills and desert with 
the typical thousand worn trails. 
Some of Larry’s hotshoe buddies 
showed up (fast guys seem to travel 
in packs) and we set off for some 
play riding. Larry wanted to show 
us a jump where he broke his arm. 
Fine. But we weren’t about to go 
over it, not at any speed. Then he 
wanted to show us a trail about ten 
inches wide with 40-foot dropoffs on 
each side. We were already on the 
trail before we knew which one it 
was, so there was no turning back. 
It’s just not right for humans to do 
things like that. Despite the odds, we 
made it. 

But on to the bike. The most 
striking thing about it is that there is 
nothing really striking. We’ve ridden 
Bajas before and this one was not 
that much different. Personal 
touches, such as the worn-in seat, 
were everywhere on the bike and 
gave it its own personality. Bars and 
grips, of course, but everyone likes to 
suit himself in this area. 

Then we took it in the real rough 
stuff and into the fast trails you 
always find in a desert race. The 
bike inspires confidence. It ran clean 
and the suspension was dialed. in 
perfectly. Perfectly, anyway, for 
Larry (130 pounds). Don was bot- 
toming the shocks quite often — 
because he wears heavier boots. But 
it never side-hopped — which is 
probably the most important thing 
in suspension for a desert bike. 
When we got more used to the bike 
we took it back in the tight rough 


stuff. Down some hills we couldn’t 
describe if we wanted to and 
through some sand washes where the 
pegs were scraping the sides. 

We were becoming more and 
more impressed with the bike. There 
was nothing that really jumped out 
and grabbed you, but everything fit 
together exactly. For 100cc, the 
power was good and it still had some 
bottom end. But it sputtered terribly 
in the mid-range, so we asked Larry 
about it. 

“Well, when you’re flat-out across 
the desert the bike is getting a full 
flow of gas through the main jet. But 
when you back off the throttle the 
bike is suddenly getting no gas. So I 
run the needle real rich which forces 
in gas even when I back off the 
throttle completely.” 


And the port side. Here we have Curnutts, humongous 


Different air cleaner, killer pegs, CDI 
ignition, Mikuni carb, and trick bungee 
cords to hold on the seat. 


sprocket, 
modified pipe, and check out the tabs welded from the shock mount to the 
swingarm. 


Makes sense. As soon as we're 
good enough to hold the throttle 
wide open for minutes at a time we'll 
richen up the needle, too. 

Along with good power came 
good handling. Ceriani forks made 
the trailbike feel smooth and safe. 
Harley frame geometry helps to 
make the bike respectable for the 
desert. It was made to go in a 
straight line. With almost a foot 
of ground clearance and a high 
center of gravity, the Baja wasn’t 
exactly made for flying around a 
motocross course. Straight lines are 
where it’s at anyway, sez Don. 

So, are good power and good 
handling all it takes to make a bike 
capable of earning a Number One 
plate? No, there’s much more to the 
bike than handling and power. 


DIRT BIKE 


Notice the kill switch, bars, levers, grips 


and fenders. 


oe cst D 
If you know what you're doing, 


Attributes much more subtle. Larry 
said he hasn’t cleaned his air cleaner 
in a few races. So what has that got 
to do with anything? He says he 
hasn’t cleaned it because everything 
is working right. Of course we don’t 
recommend not cleaning your air 
cleaner just because the engine still 
runs, but there is a lesson to be 
learned here. Larry also said that for 
a few months last year he was 
splitting the cases every week. Why? 
Because everything, particularly the 
gears, wasn’t working right. He kept 
at it, tearing it completely down 
every. week until it was right. Really 
right. So that when someone like 
Don rode it they’d say, “It sure does 
fit together good.” Don couldn't put 
a finger on how the bike felt, but it 
felt together. And it felt together 
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a trailbike acts just like a real motorcycle. 


because it was right on. Larry put in 
different gears until he found “a 
good set.” Then he didn’t touch it. 
The whole bike is like that. Find 
what works, then just normal main- 
tenance will do. 

And that’s what a bike must be to 
be capable of earning a Number One 
plate. If you want to know what 
Larry has found to be the setup for 
him, he was willing to share his 
secrets. After all, it really does take 
more than the motorcycle, no matter 
how good it runs. (Damn.) 

So here it is. Slap a 3.50x21 six-ply 
Cheng Shin on the front and a 
3.50x18 on the rear. Some D.I.D.s 
for rims. Everyone uses Preston Petty 
fenders anyway, so there’s no need 
telling you that. 

Ceriani forks for the front. 


(Keep trying different fork oils till 
you find what is right for you — 
every week, every day if you have 
to.) Curnutt shocks for the rear. 
Charlie Curnutt sets up the springs 
by a formula for each person 
according to his weight, bike and 
type of riding, so hopefully you 
won't have to mess with spring rates. 
Weld some tabs from the swingarm 
to the bottom of the shock mount to 
sturdy up the shocks. 

Details are always important, too. 
Magura levers. Torque Engineering 
kill switch. Oury grips. Terry cables 
with Teflon. Filtron air cleaner 
with a Suzuki hose to the carb. 
Reynolds 428 chain. Champion 
plugs. A 72-tooth rear sprocket. 

Changes to the engine were a bit 
more complicated. Larry uses a 
Harley road racing barrel. For a 
piston he went to Yamaha, the old 
ones before they had reed valves, 
and uses only the top ring. To get 
the gas in the engine he uses a 28mm 
Mikuni. We don’t have to tell you 
about jetting. Keep at it until it’s 
right. Jack Krizman modified the 
pipe but we couldn’t get dimensions 
out of him. 

The clutch is straight out of a 
Harley 125. CDI ignition is right out 
of a 250 Harley. He also installed 
some shift stops in the transmission 
so that you can’t overshift. It makes 
shifting harder than normal, but it 
will never go from second past third 
or whatever. 

Larry swears by the last modifica- 
tion, but we can’t with a clear 
conscience recommend it. It’s weld- 
on footpegs. That means they don’t 
fold up. Those footpegs did their 
best to take off Don’s leg when he 
got stuck under the peg going down 
a hill. Do it if you like. 

And that’s it. Many modifications, 
but the most important thing is 
getting them to all fit together. 


Most of the trick items for the Harley 
you can pick up at the local shop. Here 
are some other addresses you might 
need: 


CURNUTT MFG. 
75992 Baseline 
29 Palms, CA 92277 


TORQUE ENGINEERING 
19753 Bahama St. 
Northridge, CA 91343 
(213) 882-4321 


TERRY INDUSTRIES 
P.O. Box 1321 
Hesperia, CA 92345 
(714) 244-3139 


y y EVE ALWAYS had a good time together, but that Saturday morning 
Stephen was up to something. He got up early, shaved, cooked breakfast— orange 
juice, waffles, eggs over-easy, coffee with real cream—and served it to me in bed. 
Very cozy. Then he set the tray aside, snuggled in close and told me the news. 
“This afternoon, I’m going to buy something I’ve always wanted. 

“What’s that?” I said. 

“A motorcycle: 

“That’s nice. What kind?” 

A Kawasaki’ 

“Hold on, fella? I said,“I’ve heard about Kawasaki. You'll good-time yourself 
into the sunset and I'll never see you again? 

“But I'll send you picture postcards} he said snuggling closer. 

“Forget it, I said, “you get a motorcycle, I get a motorcycle’ 

That afternoon he picked out his and I picked out mine, just my size and easy 
to ride. Anywhere. 

Now we spend most of our week-ends riding together, and it’s super. 
Especially finding those out-of-the-way places where we Kawasaki 


can enjoy doing anything we want. Just the two of us. lets the good times roll. 


Good times include riding safely. We recommend wearing a helmet and eye protection, keeping lights on and checking local laws before you ride. See Yellow Pages for nearest Kawasaki dealer. Member Motorcycle Industry Council. 


“82 HORSEPOWER AT THE REAR WHEEL, REALLY?” 


How not to read the pump 


DYNO 
XPOSE 


by GUNNAR LINDSTROM 


Have you noticed how many 
manufacturers have stopped pub- 
lishing horsepower figures? And 
tried to figure out why? Or have you 
ever bought a bike just because the 
brochure said it had more ponies? 

Here’s the truth: dyno readings on 
different bikes are not comparable. 
Horsepower figures are often useless 
and sometimes they’re misleading. 

Take a look at how torque and 
horsepower are measured and learn 
for yourself how to analyze the 
numbers. 

First of all, horsepower is a 
measure of doing work, one horse- 
power being equal to 550 foot- 
pounds a second. That time element 
is there because it’s work being 
measured, not just force. Push on a 
building and nothing happens; that’s 
force. Push a 550-pound trailer one 
foot in one second and that’s 
horsepower. (The metric form of 
expressing work is watts, or kilo- 
watts, where a kilowatt is equal to 
1.34 horsepower — just like the 
electric company reads your meter.) 

But a dynamometer actually reads 
torque, the measure of rotational 
force — engines spin, remember? — 
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times rpm, the rate of spinning. (To 
lapse into metrics again, that’s 
kilopond-meters or kpm, which 
we're not even going to attempt to 
explain.) Anyway, to keep things 
simple, we'll stick with horsepower 
(hp) and foot-pounds (ft.-lbs.). 

Back to the dynamometer and its 
tachometer. Now we have to connect 
the bike: the easiest way is to put the 
rear wheel onto rollers connected to 
the dyno, start the bike up and put it 
in gear. But wheelspin, especially 
with knobby tires, makes this a very 
inaccurate method. It’s better to 
remove the rear wheel and hook the 
chain up directly to the dyno. And 
better yet would be to connect the 
‘sprocket shaft, or crankshaft, direct 
via a coupling to the dyno input 
shaft. By the way, worn sprockets 
and chains are real horsepower- 
robbers. A new, well-oiled chain, on 
good sprockets, has a loss factor of 
about two to three percent. A worn 
chain on worn sprockets and, on top 
of that, a dry chain, can cost you 15 
percent of your output. 

Modern motorcycle laboratories 
use a stand for just the engine, a lot 
of gadgets, like thermocouples for 


reading temperatures, and pressure 
measuring devices and flow meters 
for fuel consumption — all hooked 
up to the engine. The data is read 
outside a three-glass window, away 
from the noise and fumes. From 
there you control the engine throttle 
and the brake load. Sometimes there 
are so many variables and instru- 
ments to keep your eyes on that a 
multi-channel recorder is used, so 
that the readings can be reviewed 
later at a slower pace. 

With all these trick gadgets in use, 
you'll probably ask why you can’t 
compare one horsepower reading 
with another. Well, there are still a 
number of other variables that 
cannot be controlled, and there are 
also many different ways of using 
the dyno. Let us explain a few, like 
cold and hot readings off the dyno. 

As you know, an engine is 
considerably stronger when it’s cold, 
compared to when it’s thoroughly 
warmed up. The difference is some- 
times greater than ten percent. By 
adjusting compression ratio and 
ignition advance to favor cold 
readings, that figure can be raised 
somewhat beyond ten percent. 
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An engine on a dyno can be made 
to run under perfect conditions: 
optimum jetting, good fan cooling 
(which means you can use higher 
compression and still keep the 
temperature down), and no air 
cleaner has to be used. Because of all 
the monitoring equipment, a smaller 
safety margin can be used when 
dyno running than would be possible 
with field running. 

Another important factor is the 
weather conditions. Although they 
can have a great influence on the 
reading, there are charts for cor- 
recting readings to standard con- 
ditions. 

Friction losses in the transmission 
are another important factor. Is the 
reading taken on the crankshaft or 
on the countershaft? A difference of 
up to ten percent is not unusual. 

With all the variables, you will 
understand why the same engine can 
have two very different readings 
depending on when, where and how 
it was measured. That’s why dyno 
charts and power curves have to be 
used very carefully when it comes to 
comparisons. Only curves run on the 
same dyno and taken the same way 
and then corrected to standard 
conditions can be compared to each 
other. 

Actually, what you read off the 
dyno scale is the torque, from 
which, knowing the rpm, the horse- 
power figure can be calculated. 

If a maximum output power curve 
is to be run, the engine is started, 
and if the reading is not via the 
crankshaft, a proper gear is selected, 
usually the highest. The throttle is 
then opened up, and the brake is 
applied so that the rpm stay around 
the maximum torque. After three or 
four minutes, during which the 
instruments are carefully watched, 
the engine is hot, and it’s time to 
take the first reading. The brake is 
loosened up slightly so that the 
maximum rpm is reached at which a 
reading is desirable. After the r's 
have stabilized at this setting, the 
reading is taken off the scale, and 
more brake is applied to bring the 
engine down to the next rpm at 
which a reading will be taken. This 
is usually done at every 500 r’s from 
maximum down to when the engine 
chokes itself to death. 

From these torque readings, the 
horsepower output can be easily 
calculated with the help of the rpm 
and a constant factor for the 
particular dyno in question, multi- 
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plied by the overall gearing of the 
engine if the tranny is used, and 
finally, making a correction for 
weather conditions. The correction 
factor should always be shown on 
the chart. 

After we have all these numbers 
down on paper, the next thing to do 
is to draw the curve on graph paper. 
It’s also very important to note all 
parts that have been altered on the 
engine, such as: pipe, jetting, timing, 
compression, etc. Now, we either 
run the other engine we are com- 
paring, or do the mods to the first 
engine and then run a new power 
curve, which we add onto the graph 
paper. Now we can sit down and 
evaluate the difference between the 
two curves. 

What else is there to look for on a 
power curve? If you have two 
different graphs, the first thing to 


check is if the scales correspond. 
Look at Figure 1&2 to see what we 
mean. Both these curves are from 
the same run, but drawn with 
different scales. If you want to 
compare two bikes, you will put 
both curves on one graph. Start at 
the bottom and read horsepower 
and rpm off one chart, look up the 
corresponding point on the other 
graph, and make a small “x” there. 
Then go 500 rpm higher, find the 
horsepower figure for that rpm, and 
transfer it over, and so on. When 
you are done, you will have a 
number of x’s on the paper. Now try 
to connect these x’s with a pen of a 
different color than the curve already 
on the chart. You can either draw 
straight lines with a ruler between 
the xs or try smoother bends. 
Remember that at any point between 
the x’s, we are assuming that the 


Figure 2. The same curve on two different scales. 
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curve will go in a straight line. 
Now you should have two curves 
on your chart, and you can start 
comparing. Be very careful. Don’t 
draw any quick conclusions from 
just the power curves. Use this only 
as a hint as to what the bike can do 
and make allowances for how the 
bike is to be used. On a small- 
displacement bike, you have to 
tolerate a narrower powerband and 
more shifting than on a bigger bike. 
Usually, the thing to look for is the 
buildup of power from the bottom. 
Be wary if there is a sudden buildup 
before it reaches the power peak, or 
if the power drops off suddenly. This 
usually indicates an engine that is 
hard to ride. The straighter the line 
of the power curve on its way to the 
peak, the better. The actual number 
of horsepower at the peak is not all 
that important. Take a look at what 
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that control the rate of acceleration; 
the most important ones are: 


— the power curve, its shape and 
the power output; 

— the gear ratio; 

— how fast you can shift; 

— the weight of bike and rider; 

— the suspension (mainly rear); 

— traction (includes brand and 
shape of tire, air pressure, and the 
weight on the rear wheel); 

— the center of gravity (CG) 
location and handling; and 

— rider ability (weight distri- 
bution, shifting points, being able to 
ride in a straight line, etc). 

Let us explain a few of these 
points. Power curve and gear ratios 
are very closely connected factors. 
To take an example, it would be 
quite impossible to have a three- 
speed 125cc bike and gear it so it 
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Figure #3 Powerband illustration. 


the engine does after the power peak 
is reached. If it takes a big dive, it 
means that the engine stops revving, 
which makes it critical that it be 
upshifted at the right time. 

It is assumed that a 4.50x18 rear 
tire on dirt can only transfer about 
25 rear wheel horsepower to the 
ground at those speeds normal in 
motocross (0 to 50 mph; 0 to 80 
kilometers per hour). You could also 
use the graph to see how wide the 
25-horsepower range is, like we did 
in Figure 3. Also remember that 
2000 r’s between 10-12,000 is a 
narrower powerband than 2000 r’s 
between 4-6000. This is just another 
thing to look for. 

Horsepower does not equal 
acceleration; there are other factors 
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would run 60 miles per hour and still 
be able to start in first gear. On the 
other hand, if we could make a 
15-speed 125, and drag it through 
the gears, we would spend all 
afternoon shifting. And there would 
be little time for the engine to put 
the power to the ground. Therefore, 
a compromise is best: a powerband 
that is wide enough and a five or 
six-speed gearbox spaced to match. 
If the gearbox is very hard to shift, 
and if care has to be taken not to 
miss shifts, quite a distance is 
covered during every shift, where 
the engine is not connected to the 
ground and pulling. Going through 
four gear changes (from first to 
fifth), this dead space can sometimes 
amount to 25 percent of the distance 


the bike has run. It’s therefore very 
important that you learn to shift 
quickly and precisely. 

It is also important to shift at the 
right time. Most riders, especially on 
larger bikes, shift too late and let the 
engine rev too much. You have to 
learn shift points by experience, or by 
dragging against the clock, or with a 
friend. Make some tests. 

It’s quite obvious that the lighter 
the bike and rider, the quicker the 
acceleration can be. 

The better the rear suspension is, 
the more the wheel will follow the 
ground and transmit all that power. 
Think about what a car with poor 
shocks will do when accelerating on 
a choppy dirt road, or up a hill. 

If we now can get the power to 
the rear wheel, it has to be 
transferred from there to the ground. 
A tire with sharp edges will bite 
better on grass and slippery stuff, 
while a tire with more rubber 
surface on the ground will pull 
better on hard surfaces. A motocross 
tire with worn and round knobs 
pulls much better on hard concrete 
surfaces than a new motocross tire. 
But the best would probably be a 
street or trials tire. The flattrackers 
use an almost-street tire for their 
racing. To pull well, the air pressure 
must not be too high. A good rule is, 
the lower the better, or as low as you 
can get by with on the track without 
getting a flat or spinning the tire on 
the rim. Good tire locks are a must. 

The center of gravity and the 
bikes handling you cannot do very 
much about. The higher the CG, the 
quicker the bike will go on its rear 
Wheel, somewhat undesirable at this 
time. All vou can do is lean forward, 
but that’s hard to do every time you 
accelerate during a 30-minute moto. 

It doesn't matter how you look at 
it, it finally comes down to the rider 
to make the final decisions, like 
when to let the clutch go, what gear 
to be in, when to shift to the next 
gear, where to sit on the bike, riding 
the best line, and keeping your 
bike in good shape. 

If vou take all these facts into 
consideration, you will realize that 
the maximum power output is not 
quite as important as some think. 
The bike with the most horsepower 
listed does not always get the 
holeshot. 

Does all this sound like were 
trving to make you look at listed 
horsepower figures with a smile? 
You bet. fo] 
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Ever wonder how it would be if 
our CZ freak, o? MX MX MX 
took up observed trials? Hmmm .. . 

Past the start sign. Snap that 
throttle off. Wide closed in first. 
D.E.. CELERATION!!! Down the 
embankment. Lay off that rear 
brake. Think Lane Leavitt. Bottom 
coming up. Oh, no! Where'd that 
rock come from? Gotta gassit over. 
Up, baby. Super. Now there’s a big 
wet hole. I don’t remember that. I 
did remember to walk this section, 
didn't IP Ullpp. No, I didn’t. I was in 
the van. Full lock left. Made it. Not 
bad. 

Oh my gawd. Boulders. Miles and 
miles of boulders. Big ones. Little 
ones. Look over there. I can almost 
see some soil. Watch that red stake 
coming up on the left. Sure wish 
there was a berm handy. Lessee, 
only have to go about 40 yards over 
these stones. Bonk, babam, scronk, 
bam. Keep on chuggin’, you rock 
hound. Hey, this is bitchin’. 

Almost through the section. 
What’s left? Over the log, turn onto 
that off-camber and up the embank- 
ment. Scrape. Good ol’ bash plate. 
Please don't slide sideways down the 
side of the hill. Cherry Stockton’s 
watching. Way to go. Now throttle 
it. Up, up, over. Cleaned the trap! 
Wow! That one’s for you, Jaroslav. 
This thing’s really slow. Turns like a 
blimp. Did you see that traction on 
the off-camber? Hunkers like a 
bunker. Really! 


Was it only 1971... ah, 1969, 
Jack . . . er, Neal Armstrong put his 
size elevens on the moon and said: 
That’s one giant leap for me and one 
small... oh you know. What’s it 
all prove? Walking on the moon. 
Why, it proves that the U.S. scooped 
up better German scientists than the 
Russians did after World War Two. 

In a way trials machinery develop- 
ment is like rocketry, only the 
nations are different. Who can say 
which is more important: dune 
buggying on the moon or winning 
the Scottish Trials? Only, instead of 
Russians and Americans using Ger- 
mans, it’s a question of Japan and 
Spain divvying up the Englishmen. 
And so it was early last year that 
Honda signed up the Werhner Von 
Braun of observed trials, Sammy 
Miller, as a development consultant 
for their TL250. Honda, who put 
the first trials bike from Japan on the 
market in the spring of ’73, is the last 
to offer a 250. 
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THE LONE THUMPER 


How slow can four valves go? 


HONDA TL 250 


by the Staff of SLOW BIKE 


DIRT BIKE 


Back in ’73 Honda hired Number 
One Plate Gary Jones to put their 
new 250 Elsinore before the public. 
To bolster their introduction of the 
TL250 they hired National Number 
Two Marland Whaley and National 
Number Four Mark Eggar, who 
both rode for Montesa last year, and 
National Number Six Joe Gugliel- 
melli, who rode for Yamaha. This 
trio joined two other riders from the 
top 15 National riders, Manager Bob 
Nickelsen and George Smith, III. 


Competition success can spur sales, 
at least that’s the apparent game 
plan, as it was with the Elsinores. 
The TL250 is the only four-stroke 
in the 250 or larger market from the 
seven trials bike builders. Another 
distinguishable characteristic is 
weight. The owner’s manual says 
218 pounds dry. No oil, no gas, no 
nothing. A 350 Sherpa weighs 213 
with a gallon of gas, ready to ride. 
Fill up the TL’s gallon capacity 
tank, put oil in it and the scales read 


Looks something like an 
XL250, doesn’t it? 
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Muffler-like device is actually a torque 
reducer. 


238 pounds. Yes, sports fans, the TL 
is a heavy one. 

There are several reasons for the 
weight. First, four-stroke engines are 
heavier than two-strokes. You can 
only use so much trick metal in 
putting one together for production 
before the price tag gets ridiculous. 

The frame is good ol’ heavy-duty 
steel. They built themselves one that 
looks like it’s going to last. George 
observed the massive gussets and the 
stout tubing and slowly turned East, 
faced Czechoslovakia and uttered 
Brawny Beef Bogger. 

Four-stroke power. Back in the 
days of Ike and Camelot when 


-Sammy Miller was building his 


reputation on good ol’ GOV1382, his 
drastically reworked and lightened 
499cc Ariel four-banger, the 
Englanders wouldn’t even admit to 
the existence of the two-stroke. Then 
Miller went to Bultaco and helped 
build the Sherpa T that still rules the 
roost today. 

What kind of a trials powerplant 
is the heavily-modified four-valver 
XL250? Damn good one. People like 
Bernie Schreiber, Marland Whaley 
and Mike Griffitts, the top three 
plates in Southern California’s 
A.T.A., say so. Okay, so Marland 
rides for them, but when you're 
trying to topple Lane Leavitt off the 
mountain you don’t switch to a 
machine that can’t cut the mustard. 
Griffitts said it had the best traction 
of any bike he’s ridden, even with 
the four-ply tires. Schreiber said it 
tracked better than anything on wet 
ground although it wasn’t as snappy 
as his Bul right off the bottom. 

Throttle response is good. Unlike 
the TL125 where you have to think 
ahead a beat, power is there when 
you twist it on. It takes a while to get 
used to the four-stroke power shutoff 
as soon as the throttle is backed off. 
Leave the gas on a hair longer than 
with a two-stroke. The four-stroke’s 
engine braking is super on the 
downhills. And it revs higher than 
any of the two-strokes. That’s a big 
help for a sustained uphill blast in a 
section. A 

The first thing the trials shoes do 
with a bike is set it so it won’t idle. 
The routine is, turn off the throttle, 
pop, pop, stall. This gives them 
lower rpm performance. After 
diddling around we found that the 
TL is an idler. Works better; besides, 
you can’t easily un-idle it. 

Consider a sustained uphill, a mile 
or so, on a tough trials loop. Some of 
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the two-strokes reach the top steam- 
ing, smoking, popping, making all 
kinds of noises. The TL just sat there 
and said: Hey, man. Let’s keep 
going. 

The drive chain isn’t the smallish 
428 stuff found on the other 
Japanese models. It isn’t the usual 
520 found on the Spanish bikes, 
either. It has 428 dimensions, but 
the plates are thicker to withstand 
bogging abuse. 

How about gearing? Tooth counts 
of 14 and 57 figure out to a 4.07 
ratio. That’s a bit higher than the 
Sherpa T’s 4.18. Transmission ratios 
for the TL are higher (and the 
primary ratio lower — 3.26 to 2.38) 
when compared to the Bul. They 
start with a 3.00 first and finish with 
a 0.75 overdrive for fifth. The Bul 
ranges from 3.79 to 1.00. The stock 
gearing seemed right in the ballpark 
for just about everyone who rode the 
bike. Third seems a bit high to be of 
much use in twisty-type competition. 
By comparison the Sherpa’s third 
(2.26) just about matches the TL’s 
second (2.29). But the TL smoked all 
comers on fireroad-speed runs. 

While shifting isn’t as smooth as a 
duck’s . . . tail in syrup, it’s good for 
a trials machine. The transmission is 
very trailable — quick shifts are 
easy, it isn’t necessary to back off the 
gas as some bikes require, it will shift 
without the clutch if you’ve a mind 
to, and it’s easy to drop gears when 
blasting up old Banzai. Some trials 
trannies arent so accommodating 
during trail riding. As plonkers go, 
neutral is fairly easy to come by. 
Once a gear is selected it can’t be 
easily budged. We never got any 
false neutrals between gears when 
shifting. The shift lever can be 
mounted at the preferred ten o'clock 
position and still be shifted with a 
heel on the footpeg for stability. 

Clutches are no big thing on a 
trials iron. The TL’s works, doesn’t 
heat up if it’s imposed upon. 

Starting. There’s a lot of rotational 
mass and it only fires every other 
stroke. A good, strong kick works 
best. Sometimes it takes a couple of 
extra kicks. Keeping the throttle 
closed on repeat efforts seems to 
work best. 

The steel skid plate doesn’t offer 
case protection. It’s going to take a 
lot of abuse. The TL has 10% inches 
of ground clearance at the lowest 
point, just in front of the pegs. Our 
plate had more scrapes than a sailor 
on three-day shore leave, but held 
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together. Accessory bash plates could 
lower the clearance even more. 
Fortunately the cases are rather 
sturdy. They took some pretty good 
thumps. 

The location of the minimum 
ground clearance can be just as, or 
more, important than how much 
clearance there is. Almost everyone, 
upon first riding the bike, com- 
mented on its low ground clearance, 
blaming the tall four-stroke plant. 
Center of gravity considerations 
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This off-camber was about 20 feet 
above the ground level. 


prohibit raising the engine too 
much. Rocks that other bikes would 
clear initially scraped the TL’s 
underbelly. Yet in measuring the 
Sherpa (with a Miura plate on), we 
came up with 10% inches. How 
come the scraping? The Bul’s mini- 
mal clearance is toward the front of 
the engine, about ten inches ahead 
of where it is on the TL. When the 
rider lofts the front end the low 
point clears first and the clearance 
keeps getting taller. Another ex- 
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Run with the rabbit-the hair-raising 
new high-performance synthetic cycle oil 
from Union Carbide 


Specially designed synthetic oil, both 2-stroke and 4-stroke, offers several 
distinct advantages to provide reduced maintenance costs and longer engine life. 


2-STROKE HIGH-PERFORMANCE 
SYNTHETIC OIL: 

Ashless for reduced combustion 
chamber deposits, less port 
blocking, less spark plug fouling 
and cleaner exhaust systems 

and mufflers. 


Fights ring sticking, piston deposits, 
piston burning and rust and 


corrosion. 


Has high film strength to 
minimize wear. 


Product available in the following states: Connecticut, Illinois, India 


SYNTHETIC 


F FOR 2-CYCLE 


ENGINES 


DI FOR 4- CYCLE 
ENGINES 


Run with the rabbit— it’s worth every penny 
in performance! 
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na, lowa, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, New Jersey, New Hampshire, New York, 


4-STROKE HIGH-PERFORMANCE 
SYNTHETIC OIL: 

Surpasses API Service SE 
requirements; can be used for SD, SC 
and MS service (SAE 10W-40). 


Has high natural viscosity index. 


Maintains high film strength to 
protect against valve train wear and 
extend engine life. 


Protects against high-temperature 
oxidation and deposits, sludge, 
varnish, rust and corrosion. 


North Dakota, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Dakota, Vermont, Wisconsin. 


planation. If you forget to leave the 
throttle on a hair longer because of 
the four-stroke’s power pattern, the 
front end drops a little too soon, 
right where the minimal clearance 
is. Live with the bike a while and 
you get the hang of it. 

The bike feels wide standing on 
the pegs. That’s because it is. Some 
of the factory riders remove their 
side panels and the muffler heat 
shield. The tape measure showed 
why. The bike is about two inches 
narrower between the thighs that 
way and permits more body English. 

Measured from the ends of the 
pegs, the TL is an inch wider than a 
Bul, and yet the pegs themselves are 
each a half-inch shorter and the 
frame width at the pegs is almost 
identical for the two bikes. The 
difference is in the peg mounts. The 
Bul’s pegs pivot just out from the 
frame tubes, the TL’s peg mounts 
extend out an inch on both sides 
before the peg pivot point. Reason? 
The bowing out of the frame in the 
middle. If the pegs were mounted 
right in against the frame, the rider 
would have to be bowlegged and his 
feet would get into the engine cases. 

The pegs could be beefed up a bit. 
Rocks are very unyielding. The pegs 
mounts are very sturdy. 

The seat is very slim, yet comfort- 
able as trialers go. It seems to be a 
solid piece of foam material rather 
than covered stuffing. Seating posi- 
tion isn’t bad at all for a plonker, the 
bars are well thought out and the 
standing position is comfortable 
even for taller riders. 

At first, because of the heavier, 
taller four-stroke engine, the front 
end seems to plow in tight turns. As 
the rider gets more familiar he seems 
to adjust his body control and the 
plowing tends to go away. The 
factory team has brought the head 
angle in another degree and they say 
they like it better that way. We rode 
one and have to agree. It turned 
sharper and with less effort. 

Nice things to say about the 
brakes. They don’t fade when wet. 
Theyre strong with a progressive 
feel. Top rubber boots gave them 
good ratings, better than Spanish 
efforts. 

Suspenders? Good. The forks, 
most likely with fish oil in them, 
were picked as the best yet from 
Japan. They didn’t seem to be quite 
as soft or have quite as much travel 
as the Betors on Buls, the standard 
for comparison. We changed the 
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fork oil, not without incident, and 
used some 20-weight Bel Ray. 
Noticeable improvement. It firmed 
things up just enough so the forks 
wouldn’t bottom. They worked 
better on the stutter-bumps, too. 
The owners manual advises 
caution when changing the fork oil. 
Heed the warning. Know how the 
fork tops were changed on the 
Elsinores this year? No simple bolt in 
top, but rather the clips and the 
press - down - until - the - top - pops 


bolts. Travel and damping are both 
good. Honda de-squeaked them, a 
nice touch, by fitting a buffer 
material between the springs and 
shock body. Honda one-upped Betor 
by going to a stouter shock shaft. A 
good expert or a clumsy novice can 
bend the Betor shafts. The Honda 
shafts stayed straight even during 
some rather spirited loop riding. The 
shocks withstood moon-shot-type 
cowtrailing jump landings and such, 
and didn’t die on us. They are good 


National Number Four, Mark Eggar. 


- out routine. It’s the same on the 
TL. A top sprung off with enough 
force to leave a two-inch cut on the 
neck of our oil changer. Be sure to 
work on only one fork leg at a time. 
Don't remove both clips. And don’t 
get in front of the line of fire. 

The shocks, mounted in good and 
tight to the bike, slip over the frame 
and swingarm mounts and are held 
on with a couple of Phillips head 


things. Some trials shocks don’t last 
very long with hard trail riding. 
Typical trials tack-ons. The chain 
tensioner is positioned nicely. Maybe 
it could use a stronger spring. The 
chain guide, toward the rear of the 
swingarm, was rock destructed. It’s 
too vulnerable. A lot of the boggers 
take them off. Snail cam chain 
adjuster makes life easy. Typical 
tack-ons missing and who needs 


69 


them or uses them anyway: no 
speedo mounted on fork leg or 
downtube, no lights, no swingarm 
chain oiler. 

In certain situations the Honda’s 
bulk may actually help. The weight 
and the good suspension let it hunker 
down over the rocks, giving a very 
stable straight-line ride. The weight 
along with the thumper power 
pulses help on wet or off-camber 
surfaces. 

Southern California trials are 
noted for their full lock, tight turn 
sections. Trials in other areas of the 
nation seem to favor the straighter, 
wider, damper “English’’-type 
sections. In these the Honda’s weight 
disadvantage could prove to be 
minimal, if a disadvantage at all. It’s 
the tight terrain requiring maximum 
body English that makes the Honda 
rider have to work more. 


You may have seen the TL ads. 
They stress the duality of the bike. 
Sammy Miller climbing boulders in 
trials and Joe Rider hitting the trails. 
A lot of people like four-stroke 
trailers. At 238 pounds wet it’s light 
as a trailbike, will go anywhere and 
is just plain boss for going up, over, 
under or through stuff off the beaten 
path. With a bigger tank and 
sit-down seat, a little taller gearing, 
maybe an XL250 or 350 gearbox, it 
could be turned into an embryonic 
Alpina. Hang on some lights and 
boogy to the checkers. 

You can’t go out and buy Marty 
Smith’s Elsinore, not yet anyway, 
but the Trials Team is competing on 
modified stock TLs. Titanium bolts, 
probable titanium engine parts, plus 
lighter hubs probably cut about ten 
pounds off the weight. Other (any- 
body-can-do-them) modifications in- 


Team manager Bob Nickelsen. 


HONDA TL250 


PRICE: (retail, approx.) Not set at press 
time 
ENGINE TYPE: Four-stroke, four-valve 
single-cylinder 
DISPLACEMENT: 248cc 
BORE & STROKE: 74mm x 57.8mm 
COMPRESSION RATIO: 9.1:1 claimed 
CARBURETION: 24mm Keihin 
CLUTCH: Wet, multi-plate 
PRIMARY DRIVE: 3.26:1 
TRANSMISSION RATIOS: 
1) 3.00:1 
2) 2.29:1 
3) 1:59;1 
4) 1.04:1 
5) 057551 
FINAL DRIVE: 4.07 ratio, 428 chain with 
thicker plates 
14-tooth countershaft 
57-tooth rear sprocket 
AIR FILTRATION: Oiled foam 
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM: Points, 
flywheel magneto 
LUBRICATION: Wet oil sump 
RECOMMENDED FUEL: Premium or 
regular (with octane of 91 or better) 
RECOMMENDED OIL: SAE 10W-30, 
1.8 liters (1.9 quarts) 
FUEL CAPACITY: 3.8 liters (1.0 gallons) 
FRAME: Mild steel 
SUSPENSION: 18.0cm travel 
(7.1 inches) 
10.4cm travel (4.1 inches); measured 
at the rear axle 
WHEELS & SPOKES: 
D.I.D. alloy, shoulderless 
TIRES: 
2.75x21 4-ply Nitto Trials 
4.00x18 4-ply Nitto Trials 
DIMENSIONS: 
Wheelbase: 134.7cm (52.5 inches) 
Clearance: 26.3cm (10 % inches) 
Seat Height: 71.8cm (28 inches) 
Handlebar Width: 82.7cm 
(32 % inches) 
Weight: 108.0kg (238 pounds); 
weighed with oil and 
one gallon of gas 
45.0% on front wheel 
55.0% on rear wheel 
BRAKES: 
Cable-operated, front and rear 
INSTRUMENTS: None 
LIGHTS: No, optional kit available 
SILENCER: Yes 
SPARK ARRESTOR: Yes 
PRIMARY KICK: Yes 
WARRANTY: Six months 
PARTS PRICES: 
Not available at press time 


clude removing the side panels and 
the heat shield, gearing changes 
(rider preference), and using either 
the XL250 or XL350 flywheels. The 
250 provides about 12 more pounds 
of flywheel, the 350 about 2% 
pounds. We rode one of the bikes 
with an XL350 flywheel — it bolts 
right in, we were told — and it 
makes the TL slower and even 
smoother. They've also tried a 
smaller 22mm carb which gives 


better response right off the bottom. 
Continued on page 108 
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UPDATING THE '74 CR125 


Many bizarre people came out to help illustrate this article (left to right: Don 


It started very simply and logi- 
cally. Given that there are a lot of '74 
CR-125s out there in the world, and 
given that Southern California is 
blessed with a large number of bike 
shops that specialize in CRs. All the 
‘74 owners want to blow off all the 
‘75 CRs. All the hot shops want to 
sell Honda hop-up parts. Just bring 
everything together, stir, and let it 
boil. Right? 

Wrong. 

It was also supposed to be done in 
three days. One day at the dyno, 
two more at the track. Should be 
easy to set up. Right? 

Wrong. 

The dyno day didn’t work out. 
Two of the shops refused to let their 
machines be wrung out by the big 
pump; “Dyno readings are bullshit,” 
sez they. We agree that dyno 
readings can be misleading (see 
Gunnar’s expose elsewhere), but 
with interpretation, the data are 
valuable (data are, datum is, folks). 
We talked one more bike onto the 
dyno. 

At least riding should be easy. Get 
a couple of experts, a couple of 
in-betweens and a scattering of 
klutz-types on them and compare 
notes. But the CPW bike blew up 
and since CPW had borrowed it 
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713 New Ways 
to Spend Money 


KIT BIKE 
SHOOTOUT 
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The Flying Machine Factory bike got the 
nod for having the most all at once; it 
was also the most comfortable mount. 


Draz, Raymond Lopez, Dave Miller). 


from a customer, it disappeared, 
never to return. That still left DG, 
the Flying Machine Factory, and 
CH Industries. But the CH bike was 
entirely different from the other 
two; it was tuned for rideability, not 
pure horsepower. And comparing 
the FMF and DG bikes was still 
absurd; one was set up for a 
115-pound teen racer, and the other 
was built for heavier, taller, elderly 
types. 

What happened to all our carefully 
sought-after, objective subjectivity? 
It disappeared. “Well, I can get 
around the track faster on the CH 
bike and Im Joe Average.” “Oh 
veah? I can blow you off every time 
on the straight with this flying 
machine.” “Yeah? You wanna go 
40-minute motos?” “Give me a Marx 
Big Wheel and a DG engine and I'll 
blast by you both.” Back and forth. 
Up and down. We actually never 
ever had more fun than on those 
bikes. 

But we certainly couldn’t come up 
with any scientific-sounding con- 
clusions. So we decided not to 
compare apples and oranges and 
dry-roasted cashews. You do it. Get 
everybody on your block together 
and one of you get a DG, let 
someone else contact FMF or CH or 
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shows who and what. 
installed, $50. 

for “75s, $60. 

w/clamps, boot, extra jets. 
w/Twin Air. 

w/Uni, clamps, boot. 


“fa VAF E 


CPW. Let us know who blows off 


whom. 


Meanwhile, here’s a whole bunch 
of new CR-125 products: 


TR w 


| ENGINE 6 
| radial or porcupine head 
| Webco head 

| porting 

radical porting 

crank & rod 


PIPE 
low pipe (mid-range) 
low pipe (horsepower) 
high pipe 


HES - i 
DG specials: easy to keep on the pipe 


CARB (either up or down). 


| 30mm Mikuni 

| 32mm Mikuni 

| intake manifold 
air box 
air box boot 


TRANS 
chain kit 
chain guide 
machined dogs 
clutch spring kit 
Barnett clutch plates 


a SAN MP RO! 
Donnie Emler and Marty Smith put a lot 


into tricking out the FMF 125 Hondas; 
more than just hot porting and radical 


piping. 


SUSPENSION 
FMS swingarm token 
laydown swingarm 109.95 © 
bronze bushings 12.95 
| gas Cerianis 
Boges 
Bilsteins 


54.95 


Konis & collers 
shock coolers 
fork boots 


100.00 
39.95 
7.95 


MISCELLANEOUS 
works tank 
big seat 
bars 
relace wheels 


54.00 
45.00 
19.95 D 
41.00 (8) 


Cliff Hughes’ approach is more thought- 
ful than radical: “You'll go faster if you 
can go easier.” His bikes come on 
strong and soon, sign off late, shift less. 


NOTES: The Flying Machine Fac- 
tory (1418 West 259th, Harbor City, 
California 90710; [213] 530-4656): 
package price on pipe, porting and 
head work is $116. CH Industries 
(7550 Balboa Ave., Van Nuys, 
California 91406; [213] 787-6298): 


= 


7 520 chain w/13-tooth counter- 
shaft and 48 — 50 rear. 

8 13-tooth countershaft and 48 — 
50 rear. 


offers a new pipe, porting, a milled 9 DLD. $90 chain wis- and 
head, a 30mm Mikuni, an air box oaoot aket 
! sprockets. 
and a 13-tooth countershaft sprocket i) monohockavailable 
for $189; pick up radical porting and 11 weld it yourself kit, $14.95. 
the tab is $250. Some more addresses: 12 US. Sports. 
Cycle Products West, 11900 W. Pico 13 kit, $45. 
Blvd., West Los Angeles, California 14 w/bronze bushings and grease 
90064, (213) 477-0997 and DG fittings. 
Performance Specialties, 5552 La 18 kit sale. 
Palma East, Anaheim, California 16 w/springs. 
92806, (714) 639-7020. g ig Sade, 


18 laced, trued, nine-gauge stainless 
steel spokes. 


The CPW had the cheapest FMS mod 
(only $29.95) and the shortest fuse. 


1 Some people don’t recommend 
some modifications; this footnote 
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Stretching a buck is what it's all about these 
days. A nickel here, a dime there. But why should it 
put a cramp in your fun? Kawasaki thinks you 
ought to havea good time getting the most from 
your dollar. So that's what the G-5 is all about. 

A fun way to get from here to there, and get 
ahead while you're at it. 

Whether it's a run to the corner store, or an 
off-the-beaten-track adventure. ..theG-5ismade 
to make it. Its well-mannered 100cc engine is 


hooked up to a smooth 5-speed for just the kind 
of performance and handling you'd expect from 
a Kawasaki. Responsive and reliable. 

And the G-5is as easy to own as it is to ride. 
Shop around. You won't beat it. For yourself, 
your kid, your wife. Or just some good advice 
for a friend. 

The G-5. It'll lower 
the cost of living it up. 
Coming or going. 


Kawasaki 
lets the good times roll. 


Manufacturer's suggested list price excluding freight, dealer prep, title, state and local taxes. Price subject to change without notice. Prices apply to U.S, on 
Good times include ri iding safely. We recommend wearing a helmet and eye protection, keeping lights on and checking local laws before you ride See the Yellow Pages for the al asdk dealer nearest you 


Lower the cost 
of living it up. $5 


X 


MICKEY THOMPSON’S PARKER 400 


Three two-wheelers top four-wheelers 


Wayne Cook & Steve Holladay 
SCORE 


by JOSEPH CARLSON 


Mark Mason and Jack Johnson of Las 
Vegas led the three bike classes until 
halfway through the race on their 250 
monoshocker. It was the Cook half of 
the Holladay/Cook Honda team that 
took over the lead and then went on to 
pass the four-wheeled part of the 
competition. 


RESULTS 


Wayne Cook / Steve Holladay 250 Honda 
Al Baker/ Gene Cannady 350 Honda 
Jack Johnson/Mark Mason 250 Yamaha 
Malcolm Smith/ Bud Feldkamp Sandwinder 


Joe Padilla/ Mickey Quade 125 Husky 8:38.96 
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There were three loops, two in Arizona 
for 230 miles and one rock-studded 
170-mile California run. The California 
side was easily the equivalent of the 
first and third loops back in Arizona. 


Actually, Malcolm Smith in the Sand- 
winder he shared with Bud Feldkamp 
would have won except for busting a 
wheel, which dropped him back to 
fourth behind three bikes. Still, Malcolm 
collected $9250; Wayne and Steve, only 
$2906 for the overall. 
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The 125 class was heavy-duty for such a 
light entry, what with Mickey Quade 
and Joe Padilla sponsored on a Husky, 
DeWayne Jones and Andy Kirker on a 
Can-Am, and the Linqua Harley team 
out of Glendale. The Hi-Torque repre- 
sentatives had a last-minute. change 
when Preston had pressing plastic 
business and Gunnar subbed for him. 


Al Baker, looking for a repeat win at Parker and a group of points from the SCORE fund (at the end of the year, 


totals from the Baja 500 and 1000 and the Riverside race are added together), teamed with famous Badger, Gene 
Cannady, for Parker and later for the Mint 400. 
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PERSONALIZING THE PURSANG 


SPANISH SANITATION 


Yes, yes, we know we promised 
this article about four months ago, 
but we had to do the Trans-AMA 
wrap-up, the World Championship 
wrap-up, the observed trials wrap- 
up, the national enduro wrap-up, 
and the wrap-up wrap-up. 

Besides all that, we forgot; as 
usual: having too much of a good 
time riding the thing to want to sit 
down and write about it. 

Enough apologies; when you last 
tuned in to the history of the "75 250 
Pursang Mk VIII, we had some 
problems with it: shifting, stopping, 
sliding and steering, mainly. In each 
case, it wouldn't. Not to our 
satisfaction anyway. 

The steering and sliding things are 


j 
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Ninety days later 


related, so let’s take them first. A 
switch to a Metzeler up front and on 
the back took some of the slipping 
out of the steering. The front wheel 
stopped trying to run away and hide 
on the other side of the berm. Then 
we ordered some new springs from 
Miura Products for the Telescos and 
in the meantime we ripped some 
Boges off Charlie’s Penton. Since his 
250 had moved-up shocks and the 
distance was the same, we figured to 
be in the ballpark. 

We were. Now the rear end went 
sploosh. Just a touch soft, so we 
switched the 90-pounders for 100s. 
Super! With the lesser rate springs 
on the back and the new tire up 
front, the Pursang was converted to 


Some weight was removed by scrapping 
the Bultaco cable-routers and using 
tie-wraps from Lakewood. PP fork 
garters now keep the tubes in shape. 
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a slider. The front wheel didn’t try 
to tuck in anymore and the back was 
just fine. We'd suggest 90-pound 
springs for 150-pound riders, and 
the 100s for 175-pounders. Got that? 
Good. Because then the Miura 
Products 90- to 120-pound pro- 
gressives came in. Off with the 


The Rahm Engineering number plates; 
white, of course. Incidentally, if you 
keep pushing the fiberglass back into 
place in the silencer, you'll offend less. 


worked so well together that we 
literally had to rip Zeal off the 
machine. Bizarre. Especially con- 
sidering that he can’t reach the 
ground when he’s on it. 

Later local Puch-sponsored racer 
Jeff Wright rode the bike and said, 
“Thats the best bike Ive ever 


The new shift lever is alot more straight- 
forward than the stock jobbie. Strange 


George whipped up this very sanitary 
brake pedal stop. Have a friend mark 
the gusset while you're sitting on the 
bike with the pedal in a good spot. 


Behind that plug lives all this stuff. Putting the ball in increases the tension on the 
detent and keeps the Bul from popping out of gear. 


Boges. Charlie wanted them back 
anyway. On with the Telescos. Still 
better. Smack berms. Steer through. 
Or square corners. Or slide, great 
swooping powerslides. Anything you 
wanted. 

By now the back end was dialed 
and the front felt harsh. George 
turned out to be the culprit. He goes 
faster than most people and tends to 
hit things harder. He actually likes 
to ride that way. He wanted the 
forks stiffer than stock and had 
installed a couple of springs as 
spacers. We took them out and hid 
them in the back door of his van 
where they’d rattle around and cause 
him unending grief. 

What a ride! The front and rear 
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ridden.” Ah, sweet success. 

Except for the shifting. First we 
took the bike into a shop — for free, 
it’s guaranteed, remember? — and 
they found that shift drum we told 
you about during the test. It worked 
better, but not good, not yet. Second 
stop was Bay Area Bultaco, where 
Skip Kreps fixed it. He’s the man 
that does work for Jim Pomeroy and 
he made a slight mod for us that he 
also does for Jimmy. 

The hot setup here is to take out 
the swingarm bolt, pull the swing- 
arm out of the way and take out the 
bolt that positions the shifting 
detent . . . This is much too hard to 
describe; look at the photo. One 
7/32-inch ball did the trick for us. As 


you might have guessed, Jim 
Pomeroy has two balls. 

Next on was the new shift lever 
from Miura Products, and back out 
to the track. No more problems. The 
new lever is simpler, and you can 
bend it any way that makes you feel 
good. 

A bunch of detailing followed. We 
replaced the air box covers with 
heavier-duty replicas from Rahm 
Engineering (724 West Anaheim St., 
Long Beach, California 90813), 
George installed a brake pedal stop 
he made, Preston’s Hex Grips went 
on, a C.H. Industries front fender 
(7550 Balboa Blvd., Van Nuys, 
California 91406) was added when 
George ate a fence. We filed the 
brakes and they work better, but a 
longer brake arm down on the 
backing plate seems necessary. The 
chain tensioner that we haven’t 
installed yet is available from Dick- 
son Sales (1501 W. 48th, Amarillo, 
Texas 79110) for 20 bucks and bolts 
right on. And the GP tank — like 
Jim’s, like Bengt’s, like you want if 
you're going to go play all day — is 
from Steve’s Bultaco (7627 Van Nuys 
Blvd., Van Nuys, California 91405, 
and University Honda (5908 Roose- 
velt Way NE, Seattle, Washington 
98105) sells an air box cover that Jim 
Pomeroy swears by. 

While we have your attention, 
we'd like to update and/or correct 
the original test: 12 clutch plates, 
not 13; 110 or 105-pound springs 
stock on the Telescos; $1495, not 
$1569; VBA is recommended as well 
as Shell; 6⁄2, not 7%-inch travel at 
the rear; the dyno chart is around 
here somewhere (this time); and the 
weight is 217 with a gallon of 
pre-mix in it, 45 percent on the front 
wheel. Sorry about all that. 

We've had the Pursang three 
months now and in that time it’s 
been the single most ridden motor- 
cycle around. As a consequence, we 
busted the seat’s front mount and 
fiberglassed it together again and 
snapped off the pipe support that 
runs up to the back of the frame 
cradle. And we wore most of the 
paint off the sides of the tank. That’s 
all that went wrong — which is not 
too shabby. 

Especially now that the bike is 
dialed in for rubber and shock 
springs, we have to pat ourselves on 
the back for our original estimate. 
The Pursang Mk VIII is the easiest 
250 machine to go fast on that we've 
ever tested. o 
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CLASS C OPENER 


We slid into Houston for the short 
track races behind a couple sixers of 
Pabst Blue Ribbon and a handful of 
beef jerky. It was a typical muggy, 
warm south Texas winter day. We 
were feeling no pain and were 
planning on a comfortable weekend 

. if nothing else, motorcycle racing 
at the Astrodome is comfortable. 
You sit in your seat and let the 
orange-suited attendants bring you 
the poison of your choice. The 
mammoth air conditioner does an 
admirable job of sucking out all the 
two-stroke fumes, and the exhaust 
noise echoes back and forth off so 
many surfaces that it becomes a dull, 
unnoticeable roar. Not unlike sitar 
music. The most uncomfortable part 
of an Astrodome short track weekend 
is finding your car in the parking lot 
after it’s all over. 

If the first short track National of 
the season was held in a field the 
way nature intended, without all the 
amenities, it might draw five or six 
thousand spectators. As it happened, 
over 40,000 people crammed into 
the Eighth Wonder of the World (as 
the Astrodome’s perpetrators would 
have you believe) for the fun. They 
had a good time, but not a great 
time. 

The reason I’ve mentioned the 
comforts of Astrodome short track is 
to allow myself a fairly lengthy 
diversion here to point out that 
indoor short track is not an inher- 
ently comfortable sport. You see, I 
was born and raised in Cleveland, 
Ohio; yes, the home of the burning 
river and the butt of comedians’ 
jokes worldwide, but also the birth- 
place of indoor short track racing. A 
fact that, for some reason, the 
Cleveland Chamber of Commerce 
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A ho-hum trophy race for Kenny; second place was a half-lap back. 


ASTRODOME 


SHORT TRACK 


Story and Photos by PETE SZILAGYI 
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Roberts on the fast inside line. Romero's wasting time on the outside. 


What do Kenny Roberts, 


Jerry Lee Lewis, Dave Estep and 
the Eighth Wonder 
of the World have in common? 


NATIONAL 
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chooses to ignore, or won't ‘fess up 
to. 

It was around the late 1950s when 
the short track races were an annual 
affair at the Cleveland Arena, home 
ice for the Barons pro hockey team 
and where the yearly hot rod show, 
Shrine Circus, etc. checked in when 
they came to town. It was also the 
place where all the big rock and roll 
concerts were held. The Arena 
always smelled like stale beer and 
floor sweeping compound, and when 
you went to an event there, you 
figured there was a 50/50 chance 
you'd get knifed before the night was 
over. It was a swell place, but not 
exactly one of your best Wonders of 
the World. Maybe in the top 
thousand Wonders, though. 

Short track at the Arena was a 
spectacle. A tenth-mile-long track 
was set up on boards that covered 
the hockey ice. Except some of the 
boards were missing and you could 
see through to ice. And a peculiarity 
in the shape of the building caused 
the track to have to be shaped like an 
egg instead of a true oval. And since 
short track motorcycles wouldn’t 
draw enough spectators to pay the 
bills, a program of midget car races 
was alternated with the cycle races. 
And the Arena had a lousy ventila- 
tion system, so all the doors were 
kept open to let the exhaust smoke 
out. Except it was winter. Both 
indoors and out. And the smoke still 
hung around the giant Longines 
clock on the wall and, as the evening 
progressed, worked its way down to 
the seats, then to the floor. Then it 
was most assuredly time to go home. 

Basically, what happened was 
this: the midget cars would run first 
and either roll over or blow up their 
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engines and leave oil all over the 
boards. Then the motorcycles would 
all fall down. When the weather was 
rainy and there was a good crowd of 
warm human bodies in the stands, 
moisture would condense on the cold 
boards and make the track extremely 
slick and impossible to dry off. The 
motorcycles would all fall down. 
Some races had to be restarted ten or 
12 times just to get everyone through 
the first turn. Some of the guys who 
got bad starts would purposely crash 
in the first turn to get another 


chance. Then the arguing and 
accusations would begin. Mean- 
while, the exhaust fumes were 


burning your eyes and some fat guy 


U 


Aldana’s body has been x-rayed so 
many times that his bones glow 
permanently. 


smoking a cigar kept telling you to 
get your boots off the seat in front 
and to put your cigarette out 
because there was no smoking. 

My description of the exigencies of 
short track at the Cleveland Arena is 
not at all exaggerated. It was grim. 
Amazingly enough, however, those 
races attracted the very best short 
trackers of that era. Gary Nixon was 
a frequent visitor; seems like he'd 
show up with a cast on his leg every 
other year, but still rode anyway. 
Bart Markel came occasionally; 
Ronnie Rall and George Roeder 
were regulars. Best of all were the 
races when Dave Estep showed up. 
Estep, who had but a brief racing 
career, was to flattrack what Jimmy 
Pearsall was to the Boston Red Sox. 
Dave Aldana at his wildest can’t 
match Estep’s reckless bermshots off 
the guardrails and _ sidewinding 
through the pack. Estep could have 
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Junior winner Larry Beall; your basic 
lunatic teen-ager. 


been a Grand National Champ if 
hed hung in there, but his life 
probably flashed in front of his eyes 
one too many times. My fondest 
memories of the Cleveland Arena 
are Dave Estep’s antics and the 
evening when I watched Jerry Lee 
Lewis punt his piano bench 15 yards 
across the stage. 

Back to 1975 and the eighth 
annual running of the AMA short 
track National at the Astrodome. 
Perhaps first, though, we should talk 
about Astrodome weekend; the short 
track is but a part of a whole 
weekend’s motorcycling activities. 

Astrodome weekend is an insti- 
tution among bikers from Texas and 
the surrounding states. There are 
two main reasons: this is the only 
chance bike racing enthusiasts in this 
part of the country have to watch 
National racing. All the other 
Nationals are in California or the 
midwest, or so it seems. In addition, 
early February is the dullest part of 
the year and everyone’s looking to do 
something fun for a change. 

On Friday night theres a TT 
National, which I didn’t go to 
because I don’t like TT racing; 
Saturday night is the short track; 
and there’s a Speedway exhibition 
on Sunday afternoon. Throughout 
the weekend the Dealer and Acces- 
sory Show is going on at Astrohall, 
next door to the Dome. 

Those of you on the West Coast 
who are familiar with Speedway 
racing would be bored to tears by 
Speedway in the Astrodome. The 
track is too long and there isn’t 
enough passing to make it exciting. 
Unfortunately, people in the Gulf 
area aren't getting to watch Speed- 


Northern Californian Rich Hocking gets 
a carb rebuild 30 seconds before the 
start. 


Well, no, he’s actually number seven. 
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Local Yamaha dealer Darryl Hurst won the Gold Cup and the national point 


lead. 


advice 
screaming Cajuns 
Wonder'’s rafters. 
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Louisianian Mike Gerald 


& 


listens to 
in the pits while his 10,000 


rattle the Eighth 


Guy McClure andJames Rawls. 


way as it should be ridden; neither 
did the folks who watched the CBS 
Sports Spectacular TV show filmed 
at the Astrodome Speedway (the 
cameras judiciously avoided the 
sparsely filled grandstands). 

The Dealer and Accessory Show 
was a bigger and better diversion 
than usual this year, mostly because 
the new Honda 1000 and Suzuki 
Rotary were on display. A Suzuki 
mechanic from Louisiana looks at 
the new Rotary and says to his 
buddy, “Someday I’m gonna have to 
do a bottom end job on one a them 
sumbitches, and I’m gonna tell the 


sumbitch that owns it to trade it in 
on a new one. That bike’s for buyin’ 
and sellin’, not workin’ on!” How 
pitifully right he is. 

For serious short track spectating, 
the Eighth Wonder is simply too big. 
The sport is best appreciated if the 
watcher is able to get close to the 
track and observe the in-pack 
maneuvering and listen to the way 
each rider is using his throttle. As it 
is, the only ones who get the full 
effect are those in the infield and 
people sitting in the first few rows of 
seats in the stands. From up above 
(and the majority of the seats in the 
Astrodome are way up above) it is 
easier to keep track of who is in what 
position, and who is blocking who 
coming into and going out of 
corners, but very few of the spec- 
tators are true connoisseurs of 
roundy-round racing and know 
what to look for. 

A recent phenomenon that gives 
the short track races a lot more 
atmosphere is Mike Gerald and his 
screaming Cajuns. A large propor- 
tion of the Dome short track’s 
attendance is from Louisiana, since 
the state is just a couple hours’ drive 
down the highway. Last year they 
got something to holler about; 
Gerald, a Louisiana boy, flat laid it 
on all those fancy factory riders from 
California. This year Gerald brought 
several thousand supporters with 
him and every time his name was 
announced or flashed up on the tote 
board, they went bananas. The 
screaming Cajuns are kind of nice to 
have around because motorcycle 
racing crowds have historically been 
somewhat unenthusiastic (I’ve seen 
crowds too drunk to do any more 
than sit and stare), and the only way 
we'll ever get national recognition is 
by having a few racing personalities 
worth shouting about. Gerald, much 
to the dismay of his legions, didn’t 
qualify for the National. They will 
return next year and years thereafter, 
be assured. 

To finish up this race report, if 
that’s what it is, let me relate a few 
impressions I gained at the Astro- 
dome short track National. You don’t 
want a lap-by-lap recount. 

1. The winner was Darryl Hurst, 
a Houston Yamaha dealer and local 
hotshoe. It wasn’t the first time a 
relative unknown has won a major 
short track race. This rarely happens 
in any other type of motorcycle 
racing. 

Continued on page 83 
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7 oil (springless) 


WEST: 18408 LAUREL PARK ROAD, DRAWER 15, COMPTON, | 
EAST: 185 EXPRESS STREET, PLAINVIEW, LONG ‘ISLAND, "NEW YORK 8 
D. -CA h 


OCELOT 


Quality Products 


Mini YZ Tank 


One gallon mini MX tank. Length 
is 14” and is a copy of Ocelot's 
famous YZ tank. This tank will 
fit Suzuki TM75, Honda XR75 
using special kit, and Yamaha 
YZ80. Available in white, yellow, 
red, green, blue, silver, and 
orange. Comes complete with 
cap and mounting plate. Ocelot 
offers one year guarantee. 


#1070 One gallon $34.95 


Fo SNS ETA ANS DA Ts INO n eS nn 
o? 0, Ocelot Eng. o? a 
PRODUCTS 
AE TA EE S E EST 


950 Kendall Drive 
San Bernardino, California 92407 


Send $1.00 for Catalog 


Send today for this highly-detailed full-color 25’x38” illus- 
tration of the Kawasaki KX400 or Z-1 900cc. Send check or 
money order (no COD’s) for $3.00 plus 50¢ postage for each 
poster — specify model — to: BIKE, P.0. Box 25922, Los An- 
geles, California 90025. California residents add 18¢ sales 
tax for each poster. 11340 W. Olympic Blvd. #185 L.A. 


JUNE 1975 


ASTRODOME from page 81 


2. Kenny Roberts, 
qualify for the short track National, 
but won the Trophy race (a fancy 
name for a consolation race) easily, 
as well as the National TT the night 
before, is truly a spectacularly 
talented rider. The best I’ve ever 
seen (except for Dave Estep, of 
course). 

3. Short track riders don’t have to 
do much physical labor to earn their 
keep. The amount of sheer, calorie- 
expending physical exertion that 
Pierre Karsmakers needs to win a 
40-minute moto is probably equiva- 
lent to the amount of labor necessary 
to unload three boxcars full of bags 
of cement. Ditto for a top enduro or 
Six Days rider. A good short track 
rider can win the same amount of 
money in a much shorter time and 
with a lot less work. Short trackers 
are the “executives” of motorcycle 
racing. 

4. Like executives in all industries, 
short track racers spend a lot of 
money on their uniforms. There 
were some $500 outfits parading 
around on the Astrodome floor. 
Bates and ABC are the Brooks 
Brothers and Petrocelli of the motor- 
cycle industry. 

5. For an artificial, indoor, laid- 
over-concrete dirt track, the oval at 
the Astrodome was beautiful. Harold 
Murrell, builder of said track, is a 
genius. 

6. Despite the fact that I may not 
sound too excited about short track 
racing and the Astrodome in this 
article, I fully intend to go back next 
year, and the year after. 

7. If you plan to make it to an 
Astrodome weekend, better hurry. 
Down here in Texas we have it on 
good authority that Houston is 
slowly sinking into the Gulf of 
Mexico. Come on down a couple 
days early and we'll wave goodbye 
to the Manned Spacecraft Center. @ 


NEW FOR KAWASAKI 
THE SKUNK PIPE 
KKK KKK KK OK OK 
40 STARTS — 39 WINS! 
Tony Ashe — Ft. Walton Beach, FLA 


175cc Class — Kawasaki F-7 
kok k k k k k KK 


FOR EXTERNALLY 
MOUNTED CARBURETOR 


$ ` 5 Jr à : 
eae. ase | x 
RACE TESTED AND PROVEN! 
ADDS HORSEPOWER 
larger carburetor—packs more mixture in 
improves mixing—reduces mixture temp. 
boosts flow pressure—broadens power band 
EXTENDS ENGINE LIFE 
eliminates dirt entry at gaskets and seals 
reduces engine operatina temperature 
greatly reduces engine wear 
AVAILABLE FOR 90, 100, 125 and 175 
KAWASAKIS. Kits contain all necessary 
parts* for quick and easy installation. 
PRICE $43.50 *carburetor optional extra. 
(Fla. residents add 4% sales tax) Specify 
year and model. 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. 
SKUNK WORKS ENGINEERING, 
P.O. Box 203, DESTIN, FLA32541. 
Send stamped, self-addressed 
envelope for detailed information. 


Our 1975 all-new mail order catalog is 
the most complete catalog of parts, ac- 
cessories, performance equipment, tools 
and clothing for custom, street, com- 
petition and dirt bikes. The1975 mo- 
torcyclist’s catalog is just the very best 
mail order catalog available anywhere. 


Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
@@eee0600060806080080 8 
Please enclose 50¢ for postage and 
handling. For APO, FPO and foreign 
countries include $1.50 DB-6 


Name 


Address 


City 


State Zip 
515 N. Victory Blvd.. 


R C Burbank, Calif. 91502 
EUV ENIER (213)849-71295 


BAY AREA 
BULTACO 


@ Mail Order parts & 
accessories 


Pomeroy replica frame 
modifications 


Full service -- 


Bultaco only 
@ Plastic boots 
available 
send 25c for catalogue 
1352 Centinela Ave. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90025 
(213) 826-7856 


“and absorbs shock ine 
The extra wide band and 
dealer or accessory 
shop and geta set of SCOTT 
goggles: You'll love them! 


ENDURO 


TIMER 


* Proven Effective. .. Won Texas State and 
Florida State Enduro Championships. . .Used 
By Top National Enduro Riders. 


(713) 777-3131 | Houston 
CYCLE-TECH 9002 Marinette Texas 77036 


illl getto kiss th 
ut you'll love the 


he soft frame is unbreakable 
ith clear and polarized lens. 


alley, Idaho 83353 
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Two-day school: $25. Five-day European- 
type Training School: $75. Private Lessons: 
$100 per day. Money-back guarantee. 


* * * * 


Dave Thomas in Chardon, Ohio, 
sent us the following submission for 
the 1975 DIRT BIKE Calendar 
Mistake Counting Contest. 

Lincoln’s birthday is on February 
12, not the llth. 

Washington’s birthday is on Feb- 
ruary 17, not the 18th. 

Ash Wednesday is on Wednesday, 
February 12, not Thursday, Feb- 
ruary 27. 

Passover is on March 27, not the 
26th. 

Easter is on March 30, not April 
13. 

Good Friday is March 28, not 
April 11. 

Memorial Day is May 26, not the 
27th. 

Rosh Hashanah is September 6, 
not the 5th. 

Yom Kippur is September 15, not 
the 14th. 

Veteran’s Day is October 27, not 
the 22nd. 

Thanksgiving is November 27, not 
the 2lst. 

Then Dave tried to tell us that 
Columbus day is on October 12, 
rather than October 8. Actually it’s 
on October 13. He also missed the 
misspelling of Danny Hockie’s name 
for the November photo caption. 
Another Buckeye, Martha Rice, 
pointed out we didn’t even list 
Valentine’s Day and Hanukkah. 
Dave told us his boot size but he 
forgot his AMA number and, any- 
way, we didn't promise to give any 
boots away. We just asked for boot 
size. Try MXA. They just gave a pair 
of boots to someone named Wanda. 


* * * * 


Glenn Patron, often referred to by 
some as Puerto Rico’s answer to Carl 
Shipman, whoever he is, sent us a 
new product release for the 1975 
DIRT BIKE Buyer’s Guide that the 
staff has tenderly assembled. (Pass 
the ketchup.) It went on sale May 6. 
The 80-80 Super Sprocket was 
developed by Dr. Ludwig Schwein- 
furth and will retail for $125 with a 
plain gray finish. Add ten dollars for 
rider’s name in red. Full details don’t 
appear in the Buyer’s Guide. We 


Continued on page 88 
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New Toyota 5-speed Sport Truck. 


And new is a word we don't use lightly. 


a 


5-speed overdrive transmission. Hi-back bucket seats. 


It’s just not our style to run a 
stripe down the side and then 
scream “new.” 

To start with, there are five 
good reasons why we call it a Sport 
Truck. 

Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th. The 
gears in the 5-speed overdrive 
transmission. 


= 


CON 
185 SR x 14 

And that’s mostly what sets our 
new SR-5 Sport Truck apart from 
other half-ton trucks. 

But keep reading. Because it 
goes on with personality. 

It comes with Hi-back bucket 
seats, AM radio, thick pile carpet- 
ing and fat radial tires—as well as 
racing stripes. 


EA ee Eee 
fat radial tires. 


Small car specialists for over 40 years 


Well-appointed instrument panel. 
In front of all that is our power- 
ful new 2.2 liter hemi-head engine. 
There’s one more thing about 
the rugged new SR-5 Sport Truck. 
It’s designed and built with a 
great deal of care. 
But then you expect that kind 
of craftsmanship from Toyota. 


TOYOTA 


See how much truck your money can buy. 


The New Honda 
Elsinore CR-250M1. 


Power up. Like Pierre Karsmakers. 
With one of the fastest, strongest 
motocross bikes you can buy. The 
Honda Elsinore™ CR-250M1. 
The CR-250M1 is not just 


| SM ANI PEO LIER ete 


another version of a hot motocross 
bike. It's a bike with improvements 
that will make people who have 
already won on the Elsinore 250 
ready and raring to race the 

M1 model. 

The CR-250M1 has more 
horsepower this year. More torque. 
More response. And great new 
styling that will never go unnoticed. 

The chassis has been 
redesigned for better handling. 
Better handling on a bike already 


famous for hugging the berm, 
toeing the line and eating up 
motocross tracks across the country. 
A bike that's been bagging wins like 
it was a habit. 

Little things have been 
changed, too. Small—but important. 
For example, now there's an 
optional USDA-approved design 
spark arrestor/muffler so you can 
take to the woods when you're not 
racing, and know you're going easy 
on the environment. 

The suspension’s been re- 
worked. One ride on the Elsinore 
250 will tell that story. And it's a 
good one. 

The tailpipe sweeps up and 
out of the way for great ground 
clearance. The aluminum alloy 
rims are redesigned for lighter 
weight. The air cleaner’s larger. 
And the rear shocks are repositioned 
and the rods are larger for greater 
strength. And more. 

All in all, here's a bike that's 
proven its winning ways already. 
But like you, it's a bike that’s out for 
more wins now than ever. And more 
fun, too. See the Elsinore CR-250M1 
at your Honda dealer's now. 


HONDA 


Good things happen on a Honda. 


Check local laws before riding and always. 
wear a helmet and eye protection. CR’s are 
designed primarily for motocross use and are 
sold “as is” without warranty. “M1” indicates 
model change. For brochure, write: American 
Honda Motor Co., Inc., Dept. SM, Box 50, 
Gardena, Calif. 90247. See Yellow Pages for 
nearest dealer. ©1975 AHM. 


MOTORCYCLE RIDERS __ IPMA 
SUMMER SAFETY. CAMP Bo 
= ð, TRAINING 


AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE INSTITUTE 
PO BOX 2628. DAYTONA BEACH. FLORIDA 32015 
Phone TOLL FREE 1-800-874-0645 
Florida Residents CALL COLLECT 1-904-255-0295 

75-6-20 


Coun Assocuato 

e MOTORCYCLE SAFETY FOUNDATION COURSE 

© FOR AGES 12 THRU 17 @ BOYS AND GIRLS 

e SUMMER JOBS AVAILABLE FOR HS & 
DRIVERS ED TEACHERS 

@ OPTIONAL DISNEY WORLD. SPACE CENTER 


Name: 
Street: 
City: 

Phone: 


TWO WEEK SESSIONS STARTING 
JUNE 8 JULY 6 AUGUST 3 
JUNE 22 JULY 22 AUGUST 17 


SEND THIS COUPON FOR FREE BROCHURE NOW! 


For all of you who have written in 
wondering what the plush, well-lit, 
high-zoot, padded offices of the 
DIRT BIKE staff look like. From left 
to right: Chet, Len, Gunnar and 
Don. George was in the back of his 
van when this photo was taken. 


* * * * 


Still confused over Ash Wednesday 
being on a Thursday? PABATCO 
seems to have mastered such trivial 
undertakings as putting a calendar 
together accurately. It’s in full color, 
called the Gravel Rash Calendar. It 
features Joel DeBear, first introduced 
in the California Trailbike Guide 
and seen subsequently in Dirt Rider 
Magazine. With one of these, the 
last eight months of the year won’t 
be a totally confused mess. 


* * * * 


Quotes of the Month. 

“How do you spell trail? I’m 
serious.” —Chet. 

‘Im gonna bust this phone.” — 
George. 

“Let’s do a story on side tracking.” 
— Len 


Continued on page 90 


Italian made Villaf™ 
Motocross boot. Sizes 6 
thru 13 including 
half-sizes. REGULAR — pi^ 
$65 ... FOR LIMITED 


Mulholland provides a total suspension system comprised of shocks, springs, TIME ONLY — $44, SEND 
and forks with interchangeable components allowing you to fine tune your CHECK OR MONEY 
suspension to fit your style of ride. Suspension damping characteristics must ORDER (COD ALSO 
be matched to rider weight, size of bike, type of terrain and ride. Whether ACCEPTED) to: 

you ride street, off-road, motocross, enduro, road racing, T.T. or short 

track . . . ride Mulholland — the ultimate balance of man, machine and ride. VILLAGE SPORTS 


6500 South 9th East: 


Send $2.00 for complete Interpart Catalog. Salt Lake City 


t. No. DB-2 g 


100 Oregon Street, El Segundo, California 90245 
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A. Riding Jacket, fully lined roughout leather 
riding jacket with contrast stitching and high 
manderin collar. Available in dark brown or navy 
blue. Sizes 36-46, even sizes only. ....... $36.95 


B. Western style jacket roughout suede finish 
leather, fully lined. Super style in natural tan only. 
Sizes 36-46, even sizes only ..........-. $39.95 


C. Roughout suede finish leather pants. Boxer 
lining, stitched front pockets, one rear snap 
pocket. In natural tan. Pants match jacket B. Even 
waist 28 thru 38 extra long length in all sizes. Easy 
to cut to fit smaller lengths ............ $39.95 


D. Hand tooled antique finish leather belts. 100% 
cowhide. Available only with Japanese names. 
Sizes small (28-32) medium (34-36) large (38-40) 
and extra large (42-44) ................-. $5.95 


E. Stroker leather hat, roughout suede, saddle 
leather visor tooled with Honda, Yamaha, Suzuki, 
and Kawasaki. Elastic adjustable band. One size fits 
PAN os cue r ayaus aia A AE ogee AEA A $6.95 


F. Winchester Hat 100% top grain leather. Hand 
sewn and decorated. Brim can be formed to any 
shape. Colors available are antique brown or tan. 
Sizes Sm/M/Lg/SlLg soaa ssa son nre mias $7.95 


G. Tooled leather visor. Available Honda, Yamaha, 
Suzuki, Kawasaki 


H. Cowhide Grand Prix Style Motocross Glove. 
Soft and phzble cowhide leather. Nylon stitching 
throughout. Double stitching on critical areas. 
Inside sewn, no palm seams to cause blistering. 
Neoprene backing, soft and pliable yet durable. 
Elastic wrist. A durable dirt biker's glove with a 
tailored good look for the street rider. Sizes 
available are Sm/M/Lg/XLg ............. $7.95 


I. Leather tool bag. Heavy % inch thick leather. 
Fully riveted to last for years. Can be mounted on 
bike cross bar, down tubes.,..any place ..... $8.95 


J. Light weight Motocross denims, inside sewn 


padding, zipper leg, built-in belt and buckle, 
colorful two tone racing stripe. Kids waist sizes are 
available in 22-24-26 ..........0. 0s 0ee $16.95 
Mens waist sizes 28-38 ............/..- $18.95 


K. Nylon vented racing jersey. Double reinforced 
elbows. All standard bike logos. Available in color 
combinations, red and white, blue & white, green 
& white, gold & white, blue & gold, silver & black, 
and black & gold. Bike logos on front and sleeves. 
Sizes'Sm/M/Lg/XUg . exe in cies oe Sew nee $9.95 


L. Rider Wear Helmet. Multiple air hand laminated 
fiberglass, Carries all approvels for street or 
professional competition. Available in magum 
silver, white, or competition orange. Size available 
AEI AE yo d E ass ne nares sow wont. tea, sae $19.95 
M. Rider Wear Mouth Guard. Comes with snaps 
and fastening kit... sa i no eee eee $3.95 
N. Rider Wear Super Motocross Gloves. Soft, 
pliable, cowhide. Heavy neoprene backing, nylon 
stitching, no seams no palm to prevent blistering. 
Great for street use also. Sm/M/Lg/XLg .... $8.95 


Deaier Inquiries invited 
Rider Wear 
P. O. Box 484 
Laredo, Texas 78040 
Area Code (512) 722-5652 


GIFT IDEAS 


FROM 


RIDER WEAR P. O. BOX 484, LAREDO, TEXAS 78040 


Add S.50 for shipping. 
On orders of $25. or more we pay shipping. 


l 

"$ l 

Enclosed is Check L|- Money Order |] For Total $ l 
_] A. Size Color LI H. size l 
LJ B. Size _ L | 
LJ C. Size _ a J. Size l 
— D. Size Name — K. Size Color Name l 
— E. Name L. Size Color. l 
F. Size — Color. l 

L- G. Name = l 
Name l 
Street l 
City = State Zip I 
l 

I 
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‚CATALOG: 


WITH LATEST TRICK STUFF FAST 


68 pages packed with hundreds of the latest and hard-to-find SERVICE. 
Competition Gear and Trick Stuff for you and your bike. MONEY-BACK 
Send $1.00 For Your “Trick” Copy and FREE Decal Today! GUARANTEE 
(refundable with your first $15.00 order) 
Carrera and Gecel goggles @ Hallman rockguards @ Jofa protective 
gear @ Speed Center gloves and GP leathers @ Norstar boots @ 
Magura dogleg levers and throttles @ Blue nylon cables @ Twin Air 
filters @ Koni and Bilstein shocks @ S & W springs @ Trelleborg 
tires ® Preston Petty fenders @ 8-track motocross tapes. 


INC P.O. Box 486, Bin 292 
æ Costa Mesa, Ca. 92627 
Phone: (714) 979-4122 
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H | Direct from the 
ampion a GP tracks of Europe, the 1975 


Husqvarna 360 CR. Super 

strong magnesium engine with reed valve, radial 

head and tuned exhaust. No extras to buy, this one already has 
an alloy tank, Magura levers, magnesium pressure cast lower 
fork legs, Girling gas shocks (manufactured to Husky's specs), 
Akront rims, padded saddle and much more. This bike was 
built to the same exact factory specifications as Heikki 
Mikkola's world championship GP machine. The whole 
package delivers at an even 212 pounds! Save money since the 
Husky 360 CR has all of the “good stuff” on it as standard 
equipment. See your dealer now and own a world champion. 


6 Husqvarna 


Husqvarna Motorcorp East/1906 Broadway, Lorain, Ohio 44052 M) 


Husqvarna Motorcorp West/4935 Mercury, San Diego, California we 
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“Any of you guys know when the 
next full moon is?” Lawrence 
Talbot 

“Td love to get shortdistanced.” — 
DB switchboard operator 

“I got lost right after the first 
check, I tell you. How else do you 
lose 550 points?” — Anonymous 

“I don’t send Christmas cards. 
How do Christmas cards help you 
win? It makes more sense to just tell 
your friends Merry Christmas. I can 
use the money that would be spent 
on Christmas cards to buy another 
film projector.” — George Allen, 
Washington Redskins coach 


from the greasy , dim-tit, 
Sticker covered gorage 
of the BULL 


DANIEL. raving Xam 


from the Plush, well-iit, 
high-zoot, padded offices 


More playger... copying, this 
time from Bill Daniel. Compare 
Bill’s bumbling scratchings to our 
official personal memo pads. Who 
does your art work, Bill? Mona 
Gorilla? 

A reader in Salt Lake City sent us 
the DIRT TRIKE stickie suggestion. 
We'd tell you his name only George’s 
rhino got into the files. 


LET US MAKE YOUR BIKE GO FAST! 
(Trick Stuff) 
WE CARRY ALL OF THESE BRANDS: 
13347 W. WASHINGTON BLVD. (213) 390-3406 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90066 


Send $3.00 for 256 colorful page catalog with 
more than 5500 items. 


DIRT BIKE 


PLUS PRODUCTS. ING. 


SPECTACULAR 


Black & white 


POSTERS 


4. Slidin’ Sideways 


Your face hand painted on 
the dial. Send black and white 
or color photo. 


MAKES A ae. sam = 
ay x 
TERRIFIC 450 i , Q Tough durable binders for those 
GIFT TOO I i > A < So A dog-eared, priceless old back 
z a id ; ‘ issues of Dirt Bike and Motocross 
Pa ; -A Action Magazines. A rich finish with 
DIAL SHOWN ACTUAL SIZE p z” the name of the magazine embossed in gold 
ALLOW 4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY ; on the front and on the spine. 
ORDER YOURS TODAY .. DIRT BIKE and MOTOCROSS 
ACTION MAG AZINE BINDERS, very impressive on your 
desk or in your bookcase. Only $4.45 each. 


Get your picture with your type of bike on a sturdy 
watch. Eight illustrations to choose from. 


A. 1 yr. service warranty. $19.95 
B. 17 jewel shock and water resistant. Gold tone case FL YWHEEL PULLERS 
with stainless steel back. Two-year service warranty. $39.95 


C. 17 jewel self-winding, shock and water resistant. GUARANTEED UNBREAKABLE 


Silver tone case with stainless steel back. Two-year Cs 
service warranty. $44.95 i A flywheel puller - guaranteed for 


life - with a heat-treated center 
HYDRON-COATED bolt. Order yours today and never 


GOGGLES be plagued with breakage again. 
m 7 Riders Special 


LONG WEARING 


Now you can show ‘em where | ee 7 $ | ' j PIGSKIN GLOVES 


the action is! Put your Dirt ; i ym «. ; Extruded rubber knuckle and 
Bike or Motocross Stickie on f thumb protection. Seamless thumb 


New coating of 
your gas tank, helmet or any . j 2 
unusual placo that will make Miracle Plastic Hy- for comfort. Sandstone color. Sizes 


you stand out. Both stickies dron prevents < small, medium, large and 
are 35/8" x 2-7/8". Only a fogging. Adjustable eed X-large. 

mere 25 cents each, 5 for a strap-fits every- $ 

buck, 1,000 for $250, 10,000 one. Ae NOW ONLY 95 


for? 


PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. P.O. Box 14945 Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 


BE SURE TO INCLUDE ALL NECESSARY INFORMATION AND TO ENCLOSE CORRECT AMOUNT OF MONEY. Nevada residents add Sales Tax 


NAME. WATCH [] Include Photo 
ADDRESS. Indicate: HairColor___ Ss Eve Color 
CITY. STATE. ZIP. Name on Watch —_____________ Complexion 


POSTERS OO DESERT RACER O CHOPPER 
1.5 h nd handlin A. $19.95 Watch (es) 
O $1.50 each plus 50¢ for postage and g Omx QOORAG RACER pB, $39.95. 


O $5.00 for —4— plus 50¢ for postage and handlin Watch (es) 
R = P ? $ O ENDURO BIKE O STREET BIKE 


BINDERS [] PIGSKIN GLOVES [_] OMINI BIKE Oeare RAcER C $4495 Watch(es) 
ODIRT BIKE Indicate quantity Add $1.00 for postage and handling for each watch ordered. Be sure to 
OMOTOCROSS ACTION pair(s) and size(s) indicate how many watches and the bike desired on the dial. 
$4.45 plus $1.00 postage: $6.95 plus 50g postage and handling 
for each binder ordered. for each pair ordered. FLYWHEEL PULLER $8.95 plus 50g postage and handling. 
GOGGLES al Vode Co 
#70 - $6.95 STICKIES [] 25¢ each, 5 for a buck. Yamaha O Hodaka C Puch OSachs 
#90 (wide angle) - $9.95 ODIRT BIKE O Suzuki O Ossa DKW Bultaco 

: O Husky OPenton 


Want to get rich quick? Sending in 
tips to Hot Set-Ups won't do it for 
you, but we will pay five whole 


dollars if your suggestion is pub- 
lished. Send your gems along with a 
black and white photo to the atten- 
tion of the Hot Set-Ups Editor. 


So youre getting into trials and 
naturally the first thing you want to 
do is start changing things. Now 
your next question is: help. Or, who 
makes what I need, and what is it 
exactly that I need? In short, what’s 
prank. 

If you join up with a local trials 
association all you gotta do is ask the 
experts. But suppose you don’t even 
know if you have a local trials 
association. Try sending a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope to the North 
American Trials Council, 4523 E. 
18th Avenue, Denver, Colorado 
80220. They'll fill you in on the 
competition scene in your area. The 
N.A.T.C. was formed last year and 
put together the national trials 
championship series for the AMA. 
There is another nine-event series 
this year. 

There will be an international 
event in Rhode Island on July 20. 
For more information contact Dave 
Russell, Clerk of the Course, Bur- 
lingame Road, Esmond, Rhode Is- 
land 02917. 

The trials accessory market isn’t 
really what you’d call a burgeoning 
industry yet. One or two brands to 
choose between is the norm. That’s a 
break. How about the hotshoe who 
has to decide between 15 different 
pipes for his new 125 Zoot Rocket? 

Here’s a rundown on some of the 
things you should be thinking about 
once you've decided to be observed 
going slow. 


HELMET 
Yes, helmet. Sure all the ads show 
the shoes climbing mammoth rocks 


in stroker caps, but they know what , 


they’re doing. The FIM requires 
helmets for European competition. 
Admittedly, a Star doesn’t really 
make it for trials. Bell has the RT 
Utility helmet that doesn’t cover the 
ears of riders capable of discerning 
between engine speeds of 17 and 19 
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rpm. It goes for about $30 and it’s 
what most of the guys who wear 
helmets wear. 

The RT Utility was not designed 
specifically as a motorcycle helmet. 
The hang glider guys buy em and 
the trials riders have picked up on 
them. In fact, according to Bell, 
they are distributed by two hang 
glider outfits — your motorcycle 
dealer can’t order them directly 
from Bell. Check the list at the end 
of this article for addresses of the 
distributors. 

There’s a new hang gliding helmet 
available. It’s manufactured by 
DynaSoar and is called the Dyna- 
Helmet. It looks like a conventional 
helmet except that it has openings 
over both ears. It meets Z-90 
standards and goes for $29.95. It can 
be ordered from Dyna Tops. 


BASH PLATES 

A lot of the boggers make up their 
own to get more protection (par- 
ticularly for the cases) than the stock 
plates provide. Renthal makes an 
alloy number. The Preston Petty 
Plastic bash plate works on several 
bikes. Fun’N’Fast makes steel plates 
for the 125 Honda and the Yamaha 
and Suzuki. Graham’s Sheet Metal 
makes a plate for Yamahas. Steve's 
Bultaco has a plate they’ve designed 
for the Sherpas. They also handle 
Renthal bars, Dunlop boots, alloy 
tanks and Sammy Miller Products. 
Andre’s has a plastic bash plate 
designed specifically for the Yamaha 
but it fits on the Suzuki too, and 


maybe a few other bikes. 

Super Bolts has cast aluminum 
skid plates with side coverage for 
Yamaha, Bultaco and Montesa. 
They have an Ossa plate too, and 
also carry Sammy Miller products, 
Renthal bars, Dunlop boots and 
other items. Miura has a new plate 
for the Sherpas. 


SLOW TURN THROTTLE 
The Bultaco throttle assembly 
seems to be the hot setup for those 
riders with some of the Japanese 
machines who want to slow things 
down a bit. 


BOOTS 

Sure you can wear your MX boots, 
but most riders favor the Dunlop 
rubber galosh type (without 
buckles), the Big Johns (Mick 
Andrews) or the new Miura trials 
boot. Hi -Point (Penton) distributes 
the English Dunlop boot with their 
name on it. The Dunlops, available 
from B & B Specialties retail for 
about $25 and the Miuras sell for 
$55. Big Johns run around $85. 


GLOVES 

Motocross gloves will do. Big T 
gloves are distributed by Knobby 
Shop International. Knobby dis- 
tributes a wide selection of European 
trials accessory equipment as well as 
ISDT and MX gear. Trials accessories 
include: English jumpsuits, Belstaff 
suits, Big John boots and gloves, 
Dunlop boots, Renthal alloy bars 
and skid pans, Girling trials shocks 
and springs and other assorted items. 


CATALOGS 
Knobby Shop International, P.O. 
Box 1592, La Jolla, California 


92037. One dollar. 

clubs or dealers. 
B&B Specialties, P.O. Box 9364, 

Marina del Rey, Ca. 90302. 75¢. 


Free to trials 


Super Bolts, P.O. Box 362, Oak- 
land, New Jersey 07436. Free. 


RAIN SUITS 
The Barbour and Belstaff are 
traditional. A lot of the fellows like 
the Full Bore. Almost anything that 
will keep you dry will suffice, even 


DIRT BIKE 


Saran Wrap. The big four bike 
builders are also into rain gear now. 
So’s Bultaco (Miura). Mick Andrews 
is now wearing the Europa suits 
made in England, where else? 


TIRES 

Two-ply English Dunlops have 
been the preferred rubber for years. 
Two-ply because its more flexible 
side walls provide more traction. 
English Dunlops have “Made in 
England” stamped on the side and 
vary from the Japanese-made Dun- 
lops. Lately the new Pirelli (not to be 
confused with the old Pirelli), is 
gaining favor. It’s wider than the 
Dunlop. Everybody uses the trials 
universal pattern. Knobbies offer 
less traction at slow speeds and 
aren't considered the hot setup. 


HANDLEBARS 

The hollow aluminum Renthals, if 
you can get them. They run from 
$15 to $18 and they may be hard to 
come by. A good trials rider will sell 
his soul for some Renthals. If you get 
them, don’t forget to radius the 
outside edge of the bar clamps so 
they won't cut into the aluminum 
bar as it flexes. Graham’s Sheet 


Metal distributes two different 
hollow aluminum trials bars and 
Malcolm Smith has aluminum J-Bars 
with a trials bend. 


SHOCKS 
Sammy Miller Girlings (he reworks 
the damping) and long travel Teles- 
cos got mentioned most. Koni does 
not make a trials shock per se. 


FILMS 
Suzuki has a 20-minute film 
featuring British champion Gordon 
Farley. Interested clubs can obtain it 
through their Suzuki dealer at no 
charge. 


FLYWHEEL BOLT-ONS 

General consensus is that the new 
Japanese trialers need some more 
flywheel. B & B Specialties has 
bolt-ons to slow things down in the 
rev department for all three Japanese 
two-strokes. They run about $35 and 
add over a pound of flywheel 
weight. They also offer the entire 
Sammy Miller products line which 
includes his high boy frame, seat 
tank combinations, fork oil, sprocket 
kits, wheels, rear hub assemblies, 
brake shoes, shift levers, air boxes 


Rex Staten won 29 out of 29 
on a Maico, then switched to 
another make. He’s back now. 


You bet Rex Staten is back on a Maico. He won all of the last 29 races he 
entered in 1973, while riding for Holladay cycle. Out of the 95 races 
entered in 1973, Rex had 76 wins!!! The next year he tried another 
popular brand and had only 24 wins all year. In the first two months of 
1975, Rex and his Maico entered 15 meets and won twelve! He came close 
on the other three for 100% finishes. In fact, Staten’s Maico also finished 
EVERY race he entered in 1973... that’s MAICO RELIABILITY. m Rex 


returned to Maico with the goal of becoming National No. 1. He’s riding a 
Maico because he has confidence in its dependability plus the top per- 
formance and handling that it takes to be a winner. He’s done equally well 
on Maico 250’s and 400’s, topping many top name pros of Nationals and 
Trans-AMA fame. Check out a Maico at your dealer. Whether you get a 
GP 250, 400, 450 CR, 450 WR... or a QUALIFIER ENDURO GS 250, 400, 
450... it will pay off for you, too. 


MID-CENTRAL 
Debenham Imports 
Rt. 1 Box 211 
Antioch, IL 60002 


Maico Motorcycles Inc. 
109 Electric Ave. 
Lewistown, PA 17044 
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Cooper Motors 
110 E. Santa Anita Ave. 
Burbank, CA 91502 


and Mikuni carburetor kits for all 
three Spanish makes. 


BOOKS 

Read all about it. Sammy Miller 
on Trials is available from B & B 
Specialties for $5.00. Just in case you 
never heard of Sammy Miller, shame 
on you, he’s living legendsville. Carl 
Shipman’s How to Ride Observed 
Trials Just For Fun! is available from 
the Dirt Rider for $6.25. Escape by 
Trail Bike gets into trials-type riding 
even though the title says trail. You 
can get it from Cycle News Products 
for $3.75 plus 50¢ shipping. Knobby 
International sells Max King’s 
Motorcycle Trials Riding for $5 95. 

Check with your Suzuki dealer 
about obtaining a 16-pager written 
by two-time British champion 
Gordon Farley. 


ADDRESSES OF PEOPLE MENTIONED 


Andre's 

3515 W. Alameda 
Burbank, California 91505 
(213) 845-9472 


B & B Specialties 
P.O. Box 9364 
Marina del Rey, California 90302 


Continued on page 97 
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TM-250. IF YOU'VE GOT THE GUTS, 
IT’S GOT EVERY THING ELSE YOU NEED. 


A motocross machine is a 
unique animal. It needs the 
speed of a greyhound, the 
strength of a bull, the sus- 
pension of a kangaroo, 
and the staying power 

of a mule. Then, when 
it’s all put together, 
it’s supposed to han- 

dle like a champion 

show horse. 
Impossible? Not 

when you’ve won 

World Motocross 

Championships four 

years ina row. We 

have. And we've put 
everything we’ve 
learned into the 
TM-250. 


It’s deceptively 
quiet. 

One kick on the starter 

brings it to life. PEI, Pointless 
Electronic Ignition, zaps out a hot, 

consistent spark. Less carbon buildup 

on the plug. And no fooling around 

adjusting the points. 


The fat silencer quiets the expan- 
sion chamber to a deceptively tame 
sound level. But don’t be fooled, be- 
cause it doesn’t hinder performance at 
all. At 6,000 rom the 2-stroke aluminum 
engine turns out 20.9 ft/ Ibs of torque. 
And at 7,500 rpm you're sitting on 27 
horses going full bore. 


Positive throttle control. 

Gearbox ratios have been carefully 
matched to the engine power curve for 
the best combination of power and 
speed in all five gears. When you twist 
the throttle, you move. 
Quickly. Without hesita- 
tion. 

Fenders are super- 
flexible polypropylene. 
Wheels have self-clean- 
ing aluminum alloy rims. 
21 up front, 18 rear. Internal expanding 
brakes give you firm, steady stopping 
— without locking the rear wheel and 
stalling the engine. 


It handles better than ever. 
This year we've moved the rear 
shocks forward and changed the 


17.5 Hp — 9.68 ft/ Ibs 
torque — 5-way shocks — PEI 


tension in the front forks. It im- 
proves the handling through corners. 
And gives better stability over the 
whoop-de-doos. 


See all our motocross machines 
at your nearest Suzuki dealer. 


16.5 Hp — 8.55 ft/ Ibs 
torque — 5-way shocks — PEI 


TM-400 
35 Hp — 31.1 ft/Ibs 
torque — 5-way shocks — PEI 


Power. Speed. Suspension. Stam- 
ina. When you add it all up, the TM-250 
has about everything it takes to win. 

Now all you need is the guts. 

U.S. Suzuki Motor 
Corporation, Dept. 
7061, Santa Fe 


Springs, Calif. 90670. [SUZUKI\e 


Ride safely; wear a helmet, eye protection, and appropriate riding apparel. 


BELT BUCKLES 


HIGHEST QUALITY 


Ci Husqvarna Specialists 


© (Husqvarna 
© Triumph @ Montesa 
@ Hodaka @ BSA 
Mail order anywhere in the U.S. 
Send $1.00 for postpaid catalog. 
Mission Hills Motorcycles 
8730 Sepulveda Blvd. 
Sepulveda, California 91343 
(213) 785-4289 


handling. Antique Brass Color. Leather 
Belt Available — $3.50. Send Check or 
Money Order to: POBANZ SALES CO. 
P.O. Box 3577, Anaheim, CA 92803 
Name 
Address 


Buckle No.( ) 
Belt Size(): City 


Zip 


Color: Bik( )Brn( )State 


Reed} 


p aan (1! DE SiN 
| MERESS 


Mike Gerald 
Roger Crump 


Stuart Smith 
Guy McClure 


The new Sure Fire 
six port compression release 
has been race tested by these winners. 
Mike Gerald, the Sante Fe Track champion, 
and winner of the Taladaga Short Track. Mike will 

most likely be the number one short tracker again in 1974. 
Roger Crump, Daytona Expert-Junior Short Track winner. 
Guy McClure, Daytona Junior-Novice Short Track winner. 
Stuart Smith, Daytona Novice Short Track winner. 

These riders are winners” They have proven the performance 
efficiency of the Sure Fire six port compression release. 
They say it’s the very best they have ever used. 

Give it a try—get it on—be a winner. 


Toll Free 
800-438-5821 


“It's also used by most of the guys they beat. 


Manufactured By 


Sure Fire Distributing Company 
42 South Spruce Street 
Asheville, N. C. 28801 


EXPERT Continued from page 10 


conditions? 

2. Will the high-compression head 
raise the compression too much or 
increase head temperature too much 
for the riding conditions? 

3. What carburetor adjustments 
would be necessary with these 
modifications? 

4. What caused the detonation 
with the high-compression head? I 
experimented with needle settings, 
but not main jets as they were not 
available then. 

I realize this is a lengthy letter 
with many questions, but I sincerely 
appreciate any advice you can offer. 

Sam Hill 
Ft. Meade, Maryland 


Either keep the stock head or try a 
Webco-type (larger fin area) head. 
Next I would raise the exhaust port 
1.5mm and put on a Torque pipe. 
You've got the right idea on the rest 
of the cylinder. Don’t forget to 
retard the timing a bit — higher 
compression — less advance — like 
two pts. C/R= Yamm. 


FORK FITS 

I own a Yamaha 250 Enduro, ’72 
version, and like all the Yammies the 
front forks leave much to be desired. 
What “El Cheapo” way would you 
suggest for MX? 

In most all the books it seems that 
the hot setup is forward mounted 
shocks. But I haven’t seen anything 
at all on how to set up a Yamaha. In 
other words, a do-it-yourself 
WORKS bike at home. Will there be 
any articles on this in the future? It 
seems that everything is geared to 
the bigger bikes on the forward 
shocks. What is your opinion on the 
shocks? 

Mike Brooks 
Smyrna, Georgia 


I have gotten so many requests 
about FMS for a variety of machines 
it seems worthwhile to write an 
article on the problems involved — 
especially shock  angle-placement 


springs, rates, etc. I will try and 
have it done and explain dampening 
too by next month. rot 


NEW TOLL-FREE CYCLE PARTS SERVICE 
G 
LON 


@ West Coast Savings! 
@ Call from anywhere in the U.S. Except 
California. Orders filled within 24 hours 
@ Call Tues. thru Fri. 9 A.M. — 6 P.M., 
CALL Sat. to 5, Pacific Time 
TOLL-FREE @ BankAmericard & Master Charge accepted 


800 ALLYN'S Honda/Kowasaki 
423-5662 958 North Maclay, San Fernando, California 


DIRT BIKE 


SET-UPS Continued from page 93 
Cycle News Products 

Box 498 

Long Beach, California 90801 


The Dirt Rider 
P.O. Box 26705 
Tucson, Arizona 85726 


~ VANTASTIC! 
~ Theall new Auto Reports 


with a special issue on vans, conversions, 
paint jobs, clubs... 


and stories on the 


exciting °75 autos. 


ONLY $1 : 00 


ORDER YOUR COPY NOW 


Dyna Tops 
5700 Etiwanda, Suite 201 
Tarzana, California 91356 


Eipper Performance (Bell RT helmets) 
741 E. 223rd Street 

Carson, California 90746 

(213) 549-4420 


THE MOTOR WORLD TODAY 


VAN SPECIAL 


P.O. Box 317 City 
Encino, California 91316 State Zip 


Enclose $1.00 plus 50¢ for postage and handling for each copy ordered. 


Europa 

Jeltek-Johnson Exports Ltd. 
JEL House 

Staines Road, Hounslow, 
Middlesex TW3 3HH England 


THE FINEST IN M-X & 
ENDURO ACCESSORIES 


Hi-Point offers you the finest in dirt accessories from its 
famous boots to its unique folding shift levers, M-X and En- 
duro equipment. Also the finest in Competition Oils and 
Lubricants. Insist on genuine Hi-Point at your favorite dirt 
shop. 


Fun’N’Fast 
18143 Napa Street 
Northridge, California 91324 


Graham's Sheet Metal 
7325 Greenbush 
North Hollywood, California 91605 


HI-POINT CHROME 
SILICON SPRINGS 


Custom turned 
springs of the finest 
chrome silicon steel. 
In 65, 80, 95, 110, 


Knobby Shop International 
P.O. Box 1592 

La Jolla, California 92037 
(714) 278-6212 


by Hi-Point 

The tire that won more 
2-Day Trials, Grand Prix, 
Moto-Crosses, and 
National Enduros than 
any other. 4:00 and 4:50 125 and 140 Ib. 
sizes now in stock ... weights. Whatever 
Look for the Hi-Point U | | your spring re- 
label. Also a full line of quirements are, we 
Hi-Point knobbies from have a spring for it!!!! 
Taiwan. Made in U.S.A. 


HI-POINT SUPER NEW NYLON/ 


ALLOY RIM LEATHER PANTS 
by Sun Large belt & buckle 


up. Z b a 
The finest a 
shoulderless alloy Po g ANR Ea 


Malcolm Smith Racing Products 
P.O. Box 1086 

Riverside, California 92502 
(714) 686-1006 


You Can Tell 
by the Color 


Steve's Bultaco 

7627 Van Nuys Blvd. 

Van Nuys, California 91405 
(213) 780-6300 


Ultralite (Bell RT helmets) 
137 Oregon Street 
El Segundo, California 90245 


Shoulderless rim design 
keeps mud from building 


T 
rims are now Q A 


available. All popular 
sizes. Many new, uni- 
que features make 
this the rim of the %, 
future. Made in 4@ 


Things like Preston Petty plates, Barbour 
and Belstaff suits and Dunlop and Pirelli 
tires at your local dealer. You can find 
Miura boots and rain suits at your local 
Bultaco dealer, Hi-Point boots at your 
Penton dealer and Full Bore suits at your 
Ossa/Yankee dealer. When you write for 
catalogs, don’t forget to tell ’em DIRT BIKE 
sent you. 


All the rims have L \ 


“Drilled” spoke holes A 
This mekes for superior mie — 
p sereagth ” Knee cups 


for protection \ 


All Hi-Point rims are 
drilled with holes to 
accept special security 
pins. They alsohave holes 


for security bolts Full leather crotch 


Padded hips \ 
Zippered leg 


HI-POINT M-X 
& ENDURO 
BOOTS 


The finest on the : i A 
market. Steel shin plate, - £ fp 
quick fasten, finest in 
leather and construction. 
All sizes with smooth or 

TA cleated soles. Insist on 
-~-A Hi-Point!!!! 


SOLICITATION 

If you're a trials accessories dis- 
tributor, manufacturer or mail-order 
retailer and we've missed you, drop 
us a line, c/o Trials Editor, and let us 
know what you're into. We'll pass 
the info along in a future issue. g& 


Brand new unique nylon/leather M-X 
and Enduro pants from Hi-Point. 
Leather in all stress areas, knee cups for 
safety, padded hips, full nylon lining, 
The zippered leg, large belt, unique Enduro 
: model with boot flap. Check it out for 

Champions quality and style and you'll agree it's 
Choice “super new”. Made in U.S.A. 
*Free Accessory Catalog, enclose 25¢ for postage to Hi-Point, 3709 W. Erie Ave., 
Lorain, Ohio 44053 
Distributed by: 
HI-POINT OILS & ACCESSORIES 
3709 W. Erie Ave., P. O. Box 2327, 
Lorain, Ohio 44053 Amarillo, Texas 79105 


HUSKY - MAICO - KAWASAKI 
PARTS & ACCESSORIES 


e SHIPPED WITHIN 24 HOURS e 


C.O.D. è MASTER CHARGE « BANKAMERICARD 
WEST 24610 Pine Street 805- 

CYCLES Newhall, Cal. 91321 255-1335 
ALWAYS INCLUDE MAKE, MODEL & ENGINE NO. 


P. O. Box 26182, 
Sacramento, California 95827 
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DIRT BIKE 
KEEPS YOU 
ABOVE THE 


CROWD! 


Every issue is filled with what's happening 
on the dirt bike scene. 


Big race coverage - color photos 
of your favorite riders - product 
evaluations - tech info and 
“how to” articles... and 
outstanding columns by 

the Dirt Bike staff! 


DON'T MISS A SINGLE 
ISSUE... Only 
$7.50 for 12 issues. 
(A SAVINGS 
OF $4.50) or 
$14 for 24 
issues (YOU 
SAVE $10). 


ACT NOW! 


Beginning with the 

September 1975 issue 
Dirt Bike Magazine 
subscriptions will cost $9.00 
for12issuesand$17 for24issues. “Y z 


0 $7.50 — 12 ISSUES 
O $14 — 24 ISSUES 


DBG 
NAME 
ADDRESS T M T Ia a 
GU D cS 
STATE ZIP. 


LDVORT JEVORTE vacazne P.O. BOX 317 Encino, California 91316 D5-6 


Subscriptions outside the United States, its possessions and Canada, add $2 for postage. 


O $7.50 — 12 ISSUES 
O $14 — 24 ISSUES 
DBG 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 


SAVE MONEY. . . 
Buy hard-to-get 
top MX tires at 
near wholesale 
prices. Fast de- 


MX 


ery v TIRES 
paid freight any- 


where in continental U.S. Here is a 
partial list of winning tires ready for 
immediate shipment: : 


livery with pre- 


Price FET. 
YOKOHAMA / Super Diggers 


29.45 
31.78 
26.85 


METZELER / Pro's Choice 


33.71 1.38 
37.96 1.48 
31.15 1.05 


GOODYEAR / Eagle MX 


36.21 
28.04 
29.78 


Size Total 


410X18 
460X18 
300X21 


400X18 
450X18 
300X21 


450X18 
300X21 
350X21 
When ordering, please specify make, 
size, price each, and include Federal 
Excise Tax. Send cashiers check or 
money order to: 


F pono) mma mz xm fos] = oo a | 
DB-1 

1 N&D Sales I 
P.O. BOX 133 - SHELBYVILLE, IND. 46176 

l Complete tire and price list available l 
on request. Please include 25 cents 

] to cover postage and handling. l 
NAVIES 

l ADDRESS___ | 

[ city | 

l STATE- — ZIR I 

Indiana Residents Add 4% Sales Tax 
t [=a] =a m aa ema = ma =a og 


1975 
PHOTO ALBUM 


The most exciting 
collection of 
photos from 

the National 

MX circuit 
andthe 
European 

Grand 

Prix. 


Desert races from Southern California 
and the International Baja. . . even the 
Grand National Skiddin Trail with stars 
like Gary Nixon and Kenny Roberts. 


DIRT BIKE PHOTO ALBUM 


P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 


Send check or money order for $2 plus 
25¢ per copy for postage and handling. 
D5-6 
Name 
Address 
City 
State 
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HOLESHOT Continued from page 12 

are very, very lucrative. But if there 
werent, people wouldnt be re- 
peating them. The amount of money 
that has to be laid out to open the 
front gate at most racetracks is 
considerable by the time you've 
bought the insurance, had your 
advertising, prepared the track, 
have the personnel there to work, 
and then after the event there is a 
considerable amount of money that 
has to be paid such as prize money, 
trophies — the average weekly event 
runs about $2500. In many cases you 
might be looking at a $3000 gross, 
which means there is only a $500 
profit margin, which doesn’t go into 
my pocket. It goes into the corpora- 
tion, and all the bills are paid out of 
that. We have concentrated on 
having a volume of events to keep 
the wheels in motion. 

“The thing the CMC has always 
done first is meet all its obligations 
and pay all the bills, before any 
money is drawn out by any one of 
the people involved. In the summer- 
time our trophy bills alone are 
running $1200-$1400 a week. At 
that kind of volume it’s very easy to 
get in debt very quickly. We're also 
one of the few groups that operate a 
full-time office with a full-time 
office staff. We even mail results 
from our events on a weekly basis to 
riders. All they have to do is 
self-address an envelope provided at 
the events. We've done this for the 
last seven years and will continue to 
do it, even though when we started 
to do it the postage rates were only 
six cents and now they're a dime. 


When you're looking at a couple of. 


hundred envelopes, and you've got 
the doubled and tripled printing 
costs in the last few years... we 
still feel it’s worthwhile. 

“All the pro events are always for 
money. We feel that by the time a 
rider becomes a_ professional or 
expert rider, he’s got enough trophies 
to keep himself and his parents 
happy. Even if the prize money only 
amounts to ten or 15 dollars, that 
pays his day’s expenses. 

“The riders knowing theyre gonna 
get a fair shake is important. We go 
by the rulebook. {t doesn’t make any 
difference if it’s a superstar or a 
first-day rider. They break the rule, 
they get disqualified. Rex Staten and 
Rich Eierstedt have been disqualified 
for backing off the starting gate, as 
well as numerous Junior and Inter- 
mediate ‘unknowns.’ We make a 


MEN SUS 


HE “HOW TO” BOO 


on how to go faster 
and keep on running 


This outstanding tech manual 
features the lowdown on 
forward mounted shocks, shock 
rebuilding, a spring rate 
calculation formula and 
thousands of words about 
bearings, porting, boring, jetting, 
timing, gearing, compression 
testing, gasketting, how to build 
an el 
cheapo e 
bike ah | 
bench. TO 
And many T | 
more tips "ee MANUAL 
on ways 
to get 
going and 
keep on 
running. 


ONLY $1.50 


HOW TO GO FAST 
Box 317, Encino, Calif. 91316 


D5-6 


Please send copylies) of 
HOW TO GO FAST. Enclosed is 
$1.50 plus 50¢ postage and handling 
for each copy. 


Name 
Address 
City. 
State Zip 
Dealer inquiries invited. 
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EXPERTS 


TRIUMPH SUZUKI 


of 
POMONA, CAL. 


1090 E. HOLT (714) 623-4431 
CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 


NEW 195 LB WORKS REPLICAS 


SUPER CZ GP FORK SPRINGS 19. 95 

CZ DID RIMS 34.95 

ELECTRONIC IGNITIONS 99.50 

CHROMOLY BARS (super light) 14.95 
CZ, MAICO, HUSKY BENDS 


Engines by Chenda Lelck 
Rebuilding and Custom porting by a real 
expert. 25 yrs. in the CZ factory. He 
knows his stuff!! 


GP WORKS PORTING 


MAIL ORDER SERVICE 


point of telling the rider why he’s 
been disqualified. He is the first one 
to be told of the disqualification and 
the reason. One thing that has 
helped myself and Kelvin both is 
that both of us raced for fun and for 
a living for many years. We've 
always looked at it from a rider’s 
viewpoint as well as a promoter’s. 
We want to be fair with the riders 
from the start of the race to the 
checkered flag, giving the riders the 
full benefit of a well-prepared track, 
a well-organized event and officials 
that know what they’re doing. 

“Everything we've done as far as 
CMC is concerned we've done with 
being around a long time. We've 
never tried to rip off the riders or rip 
off the spectators. Whatever we've 
told people they were going to get, 
as far as prizes, money, aw ards — 
from our Honda car series, the latest 
series weve had, to the trip to 
Europe, the first series we had (Gary 
Bailey won it), to the new van of 
their choice we've given away to the 
top CMC rider in the Southern 
California area the last three years 
— the people got it. If we can’t do 
something better than we did the 
last time, we just won't redo it. 


Special Application 
EXHAUST SYSTEMS 


Available for street or dirt machines T & M 
Expansion Chambers give you better torque 
out of the corners and let you wind down 
the straightaways. 


Try one of our new special application, tuned 
racing exhaust systems, to give your machine 
maximum horsepower. Available for Honda: 


MR-50 MT-125 
SL, XL-70 MT-250 
XR-75 Y¥Z-125 
CR-125 KX-125 
CR-250 TM-125 
and also available for over 60 other models! 


We now offer porting as one of our 
specialties as well as many other 
quality performance accessories. 
Porting from stage 1 to stage 4, for 
the Honda CR-125 & CR-250. 
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Two years of research and development have 
gone into this exceptionally light, rigid and 
virtually unbreakable aluminum swing arm. 

Built to exacting aircraft standards, the arm 
is fully heat treated and comes with both 
standard and mid-mount shock positions, and 
an extra inch of axle slot. 

This unit, complete with precision nylon 5 
bushings, hard-chromed pin, 4130 steel chain 
adjusters and aluminum wheel spacers, for 
most Honda, Suzuki, Yamaha and Kawasaki 
dirt bikes. 


Dealers Inquires Invited! 


Send $1.00 for our complete T & M performance catalog. 


2110-E East McFadden, Santa Ana, Cal., 92705 


NEW IE 


BUYERS 
GUIDE 


The new 1975 Dirt Bike Buyers Guide 
is your handy reference to dirtbike 
equipment, accessories and 
services. Compiled by the 


Me asagi, Dirt Bike Staff, the 


or a en Buyers Guide gives 


\A 4, you all the straight 
` facts, sith and 


DIRT BIKE BUYERS GUIDE 
P.O. Box 317 Encino, 
California 91316 
Please send___copylies) of the Dirt Bike 


Buyers Guide. Enclosed is $2.00 plus 25¢ 
postage & handling for each copy. 
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Name 


Address 


THE RADIATOR 
announcing the better 
Radial Head 


for the 
HONDA ELSINORE 


available soon for; CR-250 


The tremendous cooling capabilities of this 
Radial Head noticably increases performance 
and because it eliminates detonation it is the 
best insurance you can buy against piston 
siezure and rod bearing failure! 


Swing Arm Bushings for the = 
CR & MT 125 and 250. ht 
XR-75 Intake Manifolds. o We 
XR-75 Piston Sets. 


Contoured Intake & Exhaust 
Valves for XR-75. 


Ultra High Performance Cam. 


DIRT BIKE 


hard work. Kelvin and I, for 
example, did the entire original 
layout of the Carlsbad course, 90 
percent of which was used for the 
1974 Hang Ten Grand Prix. That 
basic layout was done over five years 
ago, and not only did we do the 
layout, we physically put up all the 
snow fencing on the entire track 
circumference inside and outside at 
the time. We spent many, many 


1975 MOTOCROSS ACTION! 
TRANS-AMA SPECIAL 


The photo-action story of the Trans- 
AMA. All the excitement and thrills 
of the big races! All the leaps, skids, 
slides and mud. 


MOTOCROSS ACTION TRANS- AMA 
P.O. Box 317 Encino, California 91316 s ~ R 


Please send copy(s) of MXA Trans-AMA. En- ; ~ Tiia 


closed is $1.50 plus 50¢ postage & handling for each GET IN ON THE ACTION! 


Name ORDER YOUR 
COPY NOW $1 50 


1 
l 
l 
I 
I 
Address : 
i 
l 


City 
State 


*** HEE 


UP TO 7” OF REAR WHEEL TRAVEL 


TIMATE SUSPENSION! 
elle ete 


*GEOMETRIC PROGRESSIVE PATH IPEND; 


A 


days pounding stakes and stringing 
wire. 

“The CMC has no hopes of ever 
becoming the only one in the United 
States. Competition breeds a good 
program, and you never get lazy and 
lay back and say “Well, if you don’t 
like the way we're doing it, don’t 
ride.’ 

“We are striving to be a very good 
Number Two, and when you're 
Number Two I guess you work a lot 
harder than Number One. As far as 
sanctioning groups in the United 
States, we have some good programs 
to offer right now. We still in the 
near and distant future will be 
revising these programs and will be 
coming up with new programs so we 


. Quick and easy bolt-on -- variable 
axle travel up to 7”. 


. Fits dirt bikes from minis to 
monsters. 


3. Improves overall handling, traction, oa s F i i 
and braking. $29.95 plus $1.25 shipping and 


handling (Fla Res add tax). See 


your dealer or order direct. 
DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME 


Watch for the latest developments from... . 


4. Minimizes:rear wheel hop and the 
Whoop-De-Dump. 


5. Greatly increases shock life con- 
pared to forward mount shocks. 


SKUNK WORKS ENG CO 


$ 6. No added stress on swing arm as 
can compete very well. o common to other long travel P. O. Box 203 Dept. 40 
systems. DESTIN, FLA 32541 


YAMAHA PARTS 


WORLD’S LARGEST STOCK OF 
YAMAHA PARTS & ACCESSORIES 


Now! Mail order service for 
genuine Yamaha parts and 
accessories. 24 hour service 
from one of the world’s larg- 
est Yamaha dealers. 

If we don’t have it, it ain’t! 


Mail form to 


MOVING? DIRT BIKE Magazine 


Subscription Dept 


; Box 317, 
Use this form to notify us at least 6 weeks Encino, CA 91316 


before-you move. Attach address label 
from a recent issue or print your name New Address 
and address exactly as shown on the label. 


Current Address 
Name 
Address 
City 
State 
Zip 


Send $1.00 for our NEW 1975 accessory 
catalog and list of genuine Yamaha parts 
and service manuals avallable. Rush 
shipped same day order is received. 
Includes all Yamaha models, street and 
dirt, back to 1961 bikes. 


INTERNATIONAL M/C INC. 
IMC TA bade IMC 7233 Canoga Ave., Dept. DB 
Canoga Park, Calif. 91303 
(213) 346-0900 
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VD. 
2 STEVENS CREEK BL 
= NOGUCHI SAN JOSE, CA 95123 


PHONE (408) 243-7143 


prooucTs 


II. Until 
rfetched? Not ata 
ony Yamaha racing teams 
' wer 
1" paye utilized the ultra bent 
= ' parts designed by TANE 4 
a NOGUCHI. But now it’s your 
—" Par . o- 
yoa awe turn. Noguchi is gffering D 
veaa stage parts conversion 
= are hot kits 
ma 125 Yamahas. These are pei 
for serious competitors and nan ~ 
mance TO! 
want the most perfor rom Aal 


zs 8 


am gowre soz 


Stree; YAM 
et AHA OF rts, 
EL 
E 7898 NO, DURP i Ww 
L MONTE, ca rite 


91732 
(213) 442-5809 


Phone 
eight by nine PONS Who has itall ? 
All kits are © ¥ p” 


. T 
lete parts list, ‘lable through 
: decals. (For comP k: its are available j 
Nonan oir horsepower conversion kits a f Noguchi 
ogu 


tire line O 
ev erributors for the en 
ecial distribu 
Moto-Fast, sP 
racing parts. 


T Kit. 
tocross and T š ak À 
sae Ies Chromed Alloy Gylio ee 
G: ket, Piston with Pin And clips, 
asket, 


aske rge I ipe, 
Gasket, La Volume Reed Valve, High Or Low Pipe. 
SKE 


COMPLETE STOCK OF DIRT BIKES Í 
BEL RAY OIL PRODUCTS 
EXPERT MECHANICS 


L_—— MAILORDER 
hi Decals and I F 
ing Castor, Nogue 06.50 Stage 
Blendzall Racing Prepaid, complete, only $2 Trophy Cycles 
(415) 961.1550 
300 El Camino, 
i Mt. View, California 94040 = 
M Pipe 
e Volume Carb | ilenced Low PIP®, 
Gasket, Larg Jets (2), Si nipped Prepaid, 


Sa 


NO COST MAIL ORDER PARTS 
HONDA VESPA 


We Have Large Stock Current & Obsolete HONDA & VESPA 
Parts: Write or Call for Price Quote 


SPRING SPECIAL 
4 Cylinder Honda Oil Filters 
2 for $3.00 Reg. $3.74 each 
When ordering parts, please supply Make: Year: Model: 
Engine & Frame # 
SAME DAY SERVICE 
SOUTH CITY HONDA 
6922 FRANKLIN BLVD. SACRAMENTO, CA 95823 
(916) 422-6454 
OUR MOTTO “CAN DO” 


100 REASONS TO BUY MOTORCYCLE INSURANCE 


QUICKSAND CRASHES THIEVES AVALANCHE TORNADO ACT OF GOD ACT OF THE DEVIL MINESHAFT 
MONGO THING GODZILLA MIGHTY JOE YOUNG HOLES MUD SNOW FLOODS FIRES MACK TRUCKS 
PETERBILT TRUCKS THE BLOB LEFT TURNS ININATTENTION SAN ANDREAS FAULT THE PLAGUE CHOO 
CHOO TRAINS COW DEERS PIGS BUGS TELEPHONE POLES RAIN GROOVES LOOSE SCREWS CADILLACS 
GRIM REAPERS WORN TIRES TIRED EYES ROAD VANDALISM CHARLIE MANSON FALLING SKY 
VOLCANOES CREATURE FROM THE BLACK LAGOON VIOLENCE CHAOS CREVICE ARMADILLOS 
SLIPPERY WHEN WET OR FROSTY FALLING ROCK FALLING BOULDER DOWNHILLS UPHILLS ALUMINUM 
WEAVILS ABANDONMENT RED LIGHT GREEN LIGHT AMBER LIGHT BANANA PEEL NO ROOM ON THE 
ARK IRATE ELEPHANTS CURVE SOFT SHOULDER DRUNKS DRAW BRIDGES JELLO BRIDGES KUNG FU 


1 Reason to buy SCJ Insurance m= LOW COST 


| - < LOWEST COST 
_ ape MOTORCYCLE 
ee) INSURANCE 
SNA available? 
SCJ INSURANCE SERVICES 


can offer you savings from 10% to 30%. 


ALL MOTORCYCLES ARE ACCEPTABLE. 
COVERAGE IS EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY. 


GILL COLLECT (415) 462-3811 


t. Mary St. 
CA 94566 
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CHECKPOINT Continued from page 5 
R & D efforts. What do they want? 
They want the same thing: some- 
one with natural talents developed 
by education or experience, or 
someone with the ability to apply 
themselves wholeheartedly and still 
bring insight from other fields into 


DYNAMIC ACTION! 
GREAT COLOR! 


VALUABLE TUNE-UP AND 
TROUBLE SHOOTING 
TECH STUFF 


Spark plug cross references 
Torque value chart for most nuts 
and bolts 

«Timing and plug gap info for street 
and dirt bikes 

-Fuel/oil mix ratios for 2-stroke fans 
«Twelve months, arranged in order 
with varying numbers of days each 
Holidays, even some new ones 
«PLUS a %-inch hole (to hang it up 
with) 


the job. 

It totals. 

And what it sums up to is a part of 
the American system. 

It is the belief that you can be 
anything you want to be, as long as 
you're willing to give up some other 


STOP 
LEAK 


Here’s the solution for those 
leaky caps, the new 
PRESTON PETTY GAS 
CAP. It’s precision machin- 
ed from special aluminum 
alloy and uses a_ high 
pressure o-ring for positive 
gas tank sealing. Fits most 
plastic tanks and some stock 
tanks. 


SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER 


FOR DETAILS 


DIRT BIKE CALENDAR 


P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 


Send check or money order for $1.50 plus 
25g for each calendar ordered for postage 
and handling. D5-6 


And Id like to add that you’re 
more likely to succeed if you can do 
at least two things. 

Why should Honda or Suzuki hire 
you as a rider when the only thing 
you can do is berserk it from corner 
to corner, blow your motor or 
suspension and pull in to say Boy, 
this thing is burnt? Think of Tony 
DiStefano. After years of practice, 
hard riding, and constant working 
on his own machinery, he can ride a 
bike that isn’t working well, not give 
up because of that, and still have 
enough cool left after blowing a race 


to be able to tell the mechanics 
where to start looking for the 
problem. 


Think of Preston Petty. The whole 
time everyone was saying he was the 
fastest rider in the U.S., he was 
studying. By the time he was 30, he 
had his own business. A big business. 
Only because he was able to apply 
what he learned racing to what he 
learned while studying. He was a 
computer programmer who used 
that knowledge to design machines 
to build bike products cheaper and 
better than anything else available. 

Think of Jim Felt, a good rider 
who always did his own bikes. When 
circumstances made it impossible for 
him to ride, he already had the 
mechanical knowledge necessary to 
turn his talents in a new direction. 

Think of DG’s Gary Harlow. He 
had built a big business out of 
renting heavy construction equip- 
ment and then discovered riding. He 
applied everything he had to the 
new direction, all the business 
talent, all the construction tech- 
niques, and all of himself. That’s 
what counts. 

Think of Al Baker too. He raced 
Hondas and got to know them inside 
out. Everytime something bothered 
him about the bike, he applied 
intelligence and cured it. It’s to the 
Honda owner's benefit (their bikes 

Continued on page 106 
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KEENER 


Flat Track Handlebars 
$14.95 Postpaid 
H. J.Products P.O. Box 2225 


South Bend, 
219/289-3077 ind. 46615 
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NOW YOU CAN DO 
IT IN THE DIRT... 


as a member of the 


INTERNATIONAL 
MOTOCROSS 
ASSOCIATION 


Membership in this exciting new in-group is open to all dirt riding enthusiasts. Hey, it’s 
easy to join — and right now is the best time to do it! 


SPECIAL 


CHARTER $5 50 
A FOR ONE YEAR 


MEMBERSHIP 


OFFER if you join before June 30, 1975 


After June 30 membership will be $8.00 per year 


As a member of the International Motocross Association you will receive your membership card 
(with CHARTER MEMBER on it if you join before June 30) with your own sanctioned IMA number 
that you can wear when racing; a colorful, embroidered patch to sew on your jacket, racing jersey 
or jeans; an official IMA sticker to put on your bike, pick-up or van; a key chain with the official 
IMA emblem and a monthly newsletter to keep you up on all the dirt and motocrossing 
happenings. 


We are planning to hold regional drawings to send IMA members 
to top motocross races, all expenses paid. We will also have 
available official IMA T-shirts, racing jerseys, beer mugs, coffee 
cups, belt buckles and many other items. 


Join now . . . encourage your friends to join. Start a racing 
club . . . future plans include sponsorship of regional 
motocross races. 


WE'RE READY TO ROLL... HOW ABOUT YOU? 


INTERNATIONAL MOTOCROSS ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 317 Encino, California 91316 


/ am,turned on... please enroll me as a member of the 
International Motocross Association. | have enclosed my $6.50 
for Charter Membership. 


D5-6 


Name 


Address 
City 
State Zip 


SSeS eee | 


“I got my job 
through the 
State Department 
CHECKPOINT of Vocational 
—— Rehabilitation’ 


from page | 


are better afterward) and to his 


DRIVING YOUR benefit (they paid him to make the 


modification). 


MOTORCYCLE Do you get the idea? 


LI KE A Think about what you do the best. 
Improve that by constant practice 


KANDY A and persistent education. Give up a 
IE little fooling around. Get dedicated. 

( : i f £ raluabl 
Send 2 Bucks ($2.00) to You'll find yourself a more valuable 


— and more valued — person for it. 
JUMP 


And one of the neatest things 
you'll find once you get to do what 
2303 E. Flower St., Suite 139 
Phoenix, Arizona 85016 


you ve always wanted to be is that 
our sport is young enough that 
everyone around you, like yourself, = 
works so that there is either a // 
primary goal or a principal side | If you're looking for skilled, dedicated men 


CBee i á i Scant E and women, write the Director of Voca- 
effect of their work: the end result | tional Rehabilitation in your state capital. 
makes it better for all of us. That — 


ames Withers, Adminis 
Control Data Corporation. 
And we'll-send you a unique method of 
learning “Cycle Flying” that does NOT 
require special skills or guts. (Will also 
work for heroes.) Satisfaction guaranteed 


and nothing else — is the best à The U.S. Department of Health, 
or we'll return your two bucks. Education, and Welfare. 
reward you can ask for. o A Pubic Servce ol Ths Magazne & The Advertising Counci 


yarn Dis EE. 
i : fu ry j 


people who 
do it in the dirt! 


HOWTO GO FAST TECH MANUAL — $1.50 125cc TESTS — $1.50 


Tike 


DIRT BIKE SPECIALS 


l Key tech articles on spokes and The hottest tests on the hottest bike 
š : H sprockets, jetting and timing, shock trip around ... Carabella, Hodaka, 
P.O. Box 317, Encino, California 91316 D5-6 | rebullding - Han E RAEE Y 
Please check the publication you | DESERT RACING — $1.50 DIRT BIKE BUYER'S GUIDE — $2.00 
want to order and the quantity. Be O HOW TO GO FAST All the inside tips on trick bikes, sand A complete and getallen guide to al 
1 in’ in’. th equipmen an accessor! 
sure to enclose the proper amount of [] THE BEST OF DIRT BIKE tests | SAMTID ARA PSSE tammy sarei tober in Raga Nar, 
money. Add 50 cents postage and Roce cere | 
handling for each copy ordered. o se THE BEST OF DIRT BIKE TESTS — $1.50 CRASH AND BURN SPECIAL — $1.50 
D CRASH AND BURN SPECIAL j 31⁄2 dynamite tests, Husky, Bultaco, Astounding! Gruesome! Bizarre! 100 
Honda, Yamaha and many more. pages of the wildest pucker-power 
Name O DESERT RACING l photos in existence. 
O MOTORCYCLE RIDER'S GUIDE | 
Adare [O DIRT BIKE BUYER'S GUIDE | MOTORCYCLE RIDER'S GUIDE — $2.00 
i Special all Honda issue ... complete 
City j with road tests, tune-up tips and 
specifications on all Honda models. 


State 
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announces 


THE GREAT YELLOW 
DIRT BIKE READERS 


PHOTO CONTEST (GYDBRPC) 


Everyone can enter .. . anyone can win! 


The staff will select the winners, using composition, presentation, subject material, tastefulness and what 
kind of mood we're in while we're judging as the.criteria. Funny- letter will help. But not a lot. 


Prizes will be awarded for Best Photograph (color.orblack and white), as well as for the Best Enduro, Best 
Motocross, Best Observed Trials, Best Desert; Best Speedway, Best Flattrack, Best Short Track, Best 
Crash & Burn and Best Just Plain Riding Shots. 


That’s ten prizes . . . and only time will tell what they willbe, but we will be giving away some really good 
photographic stuff. Watch for the list of prizes-in our next issue. 


The best part is that we're going to publish everyone of the photos that we can fit into a special issue called 
the GYDBRPC PHOTO ALBUM. Wouldn't that be neat to give your aunt on her birthday? 


Here’re the rules. Black and white entries must be 5x7 or 8x10 glossy, unmounted prints. Color entries must 
be 35mm or 2% mounted transparencies (slides). Technical data would be nice. Send it all. toPhoto Contest 
(see coupon below). All entries must be postmarked no later than. July 12, 1975. All entries become the 
property of Dirt Bike Magazine and Hi-Torque Publications, Inc. 


ENTER ONCE ... ENTER THRICE... MAKE ANSEL ADAMS CRINGE. 


THE GREAT YELLOW DIRT BIKE READERS’PHOTO CONTEST 
P.O. BOX 317, ENCINO, CALIFORNIA 91316 


Enclosed is my entry in the GYDBRPC. 


TECHNICAL INFO: 
Name en SS A 

CAMERA USED: 
SHUTTER SPEED: 
LENS OPENING: 
FILM USED: 
WHERE SHOT: 
OTHER IMPORTANT INFO: 


Address 


City 


Sta tC means a oe ee oS ee eZ 


Use blank sheet of paper for additional entries 
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STEVE'S 
BULTACO 


Specializing in Bultaco only 
since 1967. 

ALL NEW 
‘75 models in stock and ready 
for delivery, local and out of 
state. Complete line of MX, 
Trials, Desert and T.T. equip- 


ment. Also carrying a com- 
plete line of Sammy Miller 
equipment. Large stock of 
Bultaco parts new and used. 
Complete machine shop and 
mail order service to any- 
where. Send 75¢ for Catalog. 
Open late on Monday and 
Friday nights. 

STEVE’S BULTACO 

7627 Van Nuys Blvd. 

Van Nuys, CA 91405 
(213) 780-6300 (213) 994-7468 


SALES PARTS 


HONDA TL250 Continued from page 70 


The head angle change of one 
degree involves a fairly easy (by an 
experienced torchman) cut-and-weld 
number around the head of the 
frame. If you wind up with a TL 
and want to know exactly how to do 
it, drop us a line, attention of the 
Trials Editor. 


BITS & PIECES 

Four-ply Nitto trials tires. Keep 
*em on for trailin’, switch to 
two-plies for serious observation. 

Grips were fine, the usual Doherty 
type. 

Small gas tank opening as on the 
Elsinores. Same cap with venting 
tube that tucks into rubber receiver. 

Kill switch, off-on-off, mounted 
in center of bars. Good location for 
it. Out of the way of acrobatic antics 
yet handy if the throttle gets jammed 
into the ground. 

Usual good rubber covers 
levers and throttle assembly. 

One-gallon tank is steel. Fenders 
are flexible plastic, stand a lot of 
dropping. 

It’s a snap to service air cleaner. 
Remove right side panel held on 
with triple pronged insert power and 

Continued on page 111 
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Roberty 


competition boots 


HAND CRAFTED IN ITALY 


exclusive importer 


Aa NARA tnta 


R 


GOLD VELCRO 
RIDING BELT 


WORN BY TOP RIDERS 
The Gold Riding Belt is made of 
20 oz canvas and elastic with 
Velcro® brand hook and loop fas- 
teners, providing maximum support 
in competition, trail 


and road riding. 

BILL 
WALTERS 
LEATHERS 


445 S. VICTORY BLVD., BURBANK, 
CALIFORNIA 91502 


Pia 


= FRR TEREA EAA 


et 
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Uncompromising 
Italian Boot Quality 
@ Top grade ski-boot leather 
@ Nylon stitched 
@ Fully attached leather tongue 
@ Foot-hugging fully padded lower 
@ Foam padded shin protection 
@ Steel kick plate 
@ Double strength stitching 
@ Foam-filled top seal 
@ Sewn and riveted buckle support 
@ Genuine Vibram sole 
@ Tough plastic toe guard 
@ Two-ply sole — easy re-soling 
@ Choice of moto-X or enduro sole 
@ Sizes 6-14 available 
Retail price $69.95 


meridian eycle SUPPLY uw. 


PO. Box 116 è Haslett, Michigan 48840 e (517) 339-8958 
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DIRT BIKE 


This column is dedicated to the proposition 


that there are some really swell products floating 
around that we ought to let you know about. We 
give you fancified press releases in New 
Products, but nothing will appear in STUFF that 
the staff and staff consultants haven't used 
themselves. Readers are invited to participate. 
Address your recommendations for product 
evaluations to STUFF Editor at good ol’ DIRT 
BIKE, where the phoof goes in before the label 
goes on. 


FULL BORE JACKET 

Want lady racer types like Squeaky 
Sawyer to breathlessly lean over the 
counter and say things like: Wow, a 
Full Bore jacket. Can I touch it? All 
you gotta do is be wearing a Full 
Bore jacket and believe in kismet. 
The jacket is available in coal black 
blue or plain old medium blue. It 
doesn’t look anything like the tra- 
ditional Belstaff/Barbour jacket. 
Wear it to your prom. First off, no 
greasy waxed cotton. It’s 50 percent 
nylon, 50 percent Antron. The 
traditional four pockets on the front 
aren't there. First glance you can't 
see any. But theres a pocket on 
either side, zipped tight behind two 
vertical pleats on either side of the 
jacket. There are two more snap 
button pockets on the inside and an 
elastic snugger belt. 

One thing you can’t do is stand 
around the campfire with your 
hands in your pockets, unless you 
cross your arms — right hand in 
left-side pocket, etc. And then you 
run the danger of somebody saying: 
Hey, who's the weirdo in the helmet 
and the black straightjacket. 
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There’s a foamy-type lining (Tricot 
foam) to keep you cool or warm and 
the material is treated to be water 
repellent. The jacket is washable or 
can be dry cleaned. Two staffers 
have ‘em, wear ‘em, like ‘em. If 
you re interested, drop by your local 
Ossa dealer or any dealer who 
carries the Full Bore line of goods 
distributed by Yankee Motors. The 
jacket goes for about $59.50 and you 
can get a pair of matching pants for 
another $46.50 or a full suit for $98. 


MALCOLM SMITH J-BARS 
We got an opportunity to try these 
out when riding Al Bakers Baja 
Elsinore. (See January, 1975, issue.) 
Al kept raving about them and they 
seemed kinda nice, so one of us 
bought a pair and they still seem 


kinda nice. In fact, said party 
ordered a second pair. 

Why J-Bars? First they're made 
out of solid aircraft brushed 
aluminum. Just like airplanes and 
blimps. We all know aluminum is 
light, but solid aluminum J-Bars are 
actually a bit heavier than chrome 
moly bars. So what’s the sense there? 
Aluminum flexes. Mild steel and 
particularly chrome moly are noted 
for their rigidity. The flexing handle- 
bars actually become an extension of 
your front end suspension by 
absorbing front end jolts. The 
flexing feature is why they don’t 
have any crossbar. 

Some outfits offer very light, 
hollow aluminum bars. Think twice 
about getting into hollow aluminum 
except for trials. It’s not that strong. 
One day out at Valley we came upon 
Puch pilot Jeff Wright with a rather 
peculiar twist in his bars. His hollow 
aluminum bar had broken open like 
a chocolate Easter bunny. Think 


about that happening on a fast 
downhill. 

Developed with the assistance of 
Malcolm Smith, the J-Bars come in 
ten different configurations in- 
cluding Baja, trials, motocross, 
scrambles, flattrack, desert and mini 
racing. You can order them in black 
or natural aluminum. The bars 
retail for $15.95. Order them from 
your local dealer or shoot some 
dough to Al Baker Racing and 
Development, 15174 Raymer, Van 
Nuys, California 91405. 

J-Bars are distributed by Malcolm 
Smith Racing Products, P.O. Box 
1086, Riverside, California 92502. 
You can order a catalog from 
Malcolm for two dollars and check 
out his entire line of products. 

One thing to remember, you have 
to bevel down the outside edges of 
your handlebar clamps so that the 
flexing bars don’t try to saw them- 
selves in two. Takes a file and about 
two minutes of your time. Fit "em up 
and flex. 


ë 


KAWASAKI TIRE SEALER 

Anybody who goes trail riding, 
enduroing or desert racing without 
some kind of tire sealer aboard 
deserves what he gets — a long, 
dismal haul back to the pits. We've 
used the Kawasaki brand sealer 
several times and it really works. 
Just shake the can, hook it up to the 
valve stem and hit the button. The 
white sealing foam also inflates the 
tire. Badly pinched tubes or de- 
fective valve stems don’t take the 
cure, but plain old everyday 
punctures are a piece of cake. Tire 
sealer goes for about four dollars at 
your local Green dealer. o 
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COLORFUL MADE OF 100% 
DURABLE PREMIUM COTTON | 


nk, T& Sweatshirts & RACIN’ JERSE 


= i p Wen 
NS y DB MA 


racin’ PLUS PRODUCTS, INC. 05-6 


mocerios 
fsp, Mir 

a Kd P.O. Box 14945 Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 
hs E AUG: jersey Sizes: S-M-L-XL 


NAS oy : Tank Shirt Colors: Orange, Yellow, Blue 
pa elected me T-Shirt Colors: White, Red, Yellow 
DIRT BIKE emblem} Sweatshirt Colors: Red, Yellow, Blue, White 


on both sides. Racin’ Jersey: Blue, Red, Yellow 


| 
| 
I 
l 
| 
|] 
T-SHIRTS, $4.45 with emblem on front. $5.45 with emblem on both ; 
l 
l 
I 
| 


sides. SWEATSHIRTS $5.95. TANK SHIRTS $3.95 with emblem on 

front. $4.95 with emblem on both sides. RACIN’ JERSEY, $14.95. 

Nevada residents add sales tax. Add 50¢ per shirt for postage 

and handling. 
Name 


, f pecify designs, sizes, Address 
7 color and type of À l 
TALL HP š Ci ty 
vy shirt desired. z i] 


HONDA TL250 Continued from page 108 
spin one wing nut and pull it out. 
Foam is slotted to seat into the air 
box base, so use a lot of grease to get 
a good seal. Rubber base as on 
Elsinore filters would be better. 

Rear brake lever is serrated and 
tucked in very closely to avoid rocks. 
Good design. 

Left side cover split to get at the 
countershaft sprocket. Bolt-on shield 
protects case if chain breaks. 

Handy grease fittings. Swingarm 
nipple and clutch shaft nipple inside 


” 


of the shift lever. 

Kickstarter tucks in out of the 
way. 

Plastic chain guide. Good design, 
it held up fine. 

Pretty silver paint on the frame. 

TL is set up to accept lights. 
Honda probably will offer an 
optional lighting kit. 

The pipe is well tucked in. Only 
the TL125 is quieter in all dirtdom. 
Sound is distinctive. Certain Montesa 
riders have been known to liken it to 
an asthmatic 60-year-old wino 
yelling through a beer can. 


SUMMATION 
The top three number plates in 
Southern California’s A.T.A. said it 


FORK 
COVERS 


Custom made to 
fit most Enduro 
and MX style 
e Bikes. Keeps dirt, 
‘© * dust and mud out. 
Seals last longer. 
Made for forks with internal springs. 
$6.50 postpaid. (No C.O.D.) 


Michigan residents add 4% sales tax. 
J & L CYCLE 
& ACCESSORIES 
390 26th St. 
Otsego, MI 49078 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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was definitely the best bike to come 
out of Japan yet. We agree. Every 
other trials rider we put on it came 
out saying just about the same thing. 
So how does it compare with the 
Spanish bikes? Some placed it fourth 
behind the three Spanish bikes, some 
third behind Bultaco and Montesa, 
some second behind Bultaco. Let’s 
follow the bouncing ball and sing it 
all together: pretty good for a first 
effort. 

Honda obviously is shooting for 
two markets with the TL. They 
could have made the bike lighter for 
competition. At least one of last 
year’s prototypes weighed under 210 
wet, but the bike would not have 


Charge your battery without lifting the seat! 


Available from 
Beck/Arnley Corp. 
and your ey Sith 
Beck/Arnley 
Distributor 


Beck/Arnley Corp. * 548 Broad Hollow Road. Melville. LI NY 11746 


been as sturdy for the trailbike 
market. The frame and the suspen- 
sion can withstand the pounding of 
trail riding, and the four-banger is 
smooth, quiet and tractable. It’s an 
excellent trailbike, suitable for con- 
version to slower mud-slogging, 
twisting-through-trees-type enduros. 
The TL’s weight may keep away 
some Expert class riders, but the 
head angle change and the additional 
XL flywheel weight really improve 
the stocker for serious competition. 
Only other thing we can add is 
that we really hated to give the TL 
back. Whether you call it the Lone 
Thumper or the Brawny Beef 


Bogger, it kinda grows on you. @ 


Beck/Arnley 


SNAP BATTERY 
=a CHARGER 


with permanent 
battery connector. 


Charging your battery used to be a hassle. Now, 
it's a snap. Once you wire the permanent connector 
to your battery, just snap it into the 110 volt, .6 amp 
mini-battery charger whenever you want a charge. In 
addition, Beck/Arnley has extra battery cables available, 


so you can hook up all your bikes, and charge them with 


the same mini-charger. 


in 
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THE BEST OF THE 
DIRT BIKE COLUMNS... 


FOOFARAW 


IN ALL ITS GLORY! 


RAMPANT FOOF — IRRELEVANT ABSURDITY 


TENACIOUS CONFUSION 


from the Staff of DIRT BIKE Magazine 


LOTS OF CARTOONS, TOO! 


i FOOFARAW ~ 


P.O. BOX 317, ENCINO, CALIFORNIA 91316 
Send $1.49 plus 50 cents for each Foofaraw 
ordered. Enc!ose check or money order. 


FOOFARAW CAN 


BE YOURS... 


a $1.49 
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CLASSIFIED 


RATES FOR READERS: 20 words for 
$2.00. 25c each additional word. 


COMMERCIAL RATES: 30c per word: Mini- 
mum $10.00. 


Only one ad per advertiser permitted at these 
rates in any one edition; maximum of 50 
words. No invoicing; payment must accom- 
Pany orders, including firms on account with 
display advertising. No commissions, 
frequency rates or discounts. Ads accepted on 
the condition that advertiser agrees to refund 
readers’ money promptly if shipment is de- 
layed and reader requests refund, or if mer- 
chandise is returned (in good condition in 
reasonable period of time). Display style ads 


permitted in classified section at display 
advertising rates. 


DIRT BIKE Classified, 
California 91316. 


Box 317, Encino, 


400 acres dirt biking, trials section, enduro 
trails. Rentals. (Approved mufflers re- 
quired.) Full-service, family campground 
— pool, tennis, recreation. For information 
and brochure write: CORNING KOA, Box 
75, Corning, NY 14830. 


CYCLE ENTHUSIASTS — vacation in 
style. Build a sharp luggage and gear 
trailer. Axle, springs, wheels and tires 
drop-shipped wholesale. Totally weather- 
tight cargo space. Approximate weight 
150 Ibs. Material list suggests brands and 
suppliers. Send $5.00 for step by step 


RIDE THE TRAILS in upstate New York. 


detailed prints. Build for a very few dollars. 


WHY BLOW IT? 


YOU DIDN’T FINISH THE RACE. OR YOU’RE STUCK OUT 
IN THE BOONIES. WHY? BECAUSE IT’S EASY TO MISS SOMETHING 
WHEN YOU CHECK OUT YOUR BIKE. 

TO BE PROFESSIONALLY PREPARED YOU NEED A PRO CAM 
DIRT BIKE SERVICE CHART. IT GIVES A SYSTEMATIC METHOD 
TO CHECK OUT YOUR BIKE AND PROVIDES A DETAILED 66-WEEK 
SERVICE RECORD. 

BE SURE. DON’T BLOW IT. GET YOUR COPY BY SENDING A 
$1.50 PLUS 50c FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING WITH YOUR NAME 
AND ADDRESS TO: PRO CAM 


P. O. BOX 33492 SEATTLE, WA. 98133 


SUPER-TRAPP., 


Cuts the Crap! 


The new SUPER-TRAPP puts the iid on noise and now sports a 
crap-free guarantee that puts the lid on hot air as well. 


It’s simple and straightforward — the new SUPER-TRAPP is 100% 
guaranteed to outpower* or outquiet any silencer or silencer/arrestor 
you can buy or your money back. SUPER-TRAPP is not only the best 
two-stroke silencer but it is the only effective four-stroke silencer. 

. Why a guarantee that’s short on words and long on delivery? Be- 
cause a silencer — to boost performance — should be tuned to your 
engine design and riding style. Only the SUPER-TRAPP comes off that 


tunable .. . zaps the competition from flat-out racing to quiet trail riding. 
Proof? Kenny Roberts set a new Grand National point record at 
the Albany Supermile using SUPER-TRAPP silencer/spark arrestors. 
SUPER-TRAPP outpowers and outsilences; that’s why we can out- 
guarantee any silencer or silencer/arrestor on the market. 


i. The one silencer the SUPER-TRAPP is not guaranteed to outpower every time is the COMPETITION 
TRAPP used in two-struke racing by pros like Tripes, Brelsford, Lamppu and Weinert. 


Available in two-stroke and four-stroke models at leading dealers. 


DISCOJET CORPORATION 


920 Third Street, Davis, California 95616 > (916) 756-5069 
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Satisfaction or money back. NIEMANS, 
14013 lyopawa Island, Coldwater, MI 
49036. 


YAMAHA PARTS AND ACCESSORIES! 
Specializing in parts and accessories for 
older models. Mail orders. CUSTOM CITY, 
15721 So. Atlantic, Compton, CA 90221. 
(213) 635-8058. 


ENDURO SERVICE — Riders, receive all 
enduro flyers from any area of U.S. — $10 
per year (specify states desire flyers from). 
Clubs, send one flyer to be reproduced and 
distributed free. ENDURO SERVICE, P.O. 
Box 80, Nesbit, MI 38651. 


MAICO 450 1975 G.P. — Alloy tank, rims, 
works fenders, serrated pegs. Never 
ridden! $1500.00. Husky 1973 450. 38 
Mikuni, upswept airbox, profab swingarm, 
Konis, plastic fenders, aluminum clutch. 
Never raced, showroom condition. 
$1,000.00. RICH; (401) 726-0066. 


WILL PAY TOP DOLLAR for undamaged 
Bell Super Magnum helmet purchased new 
between June of 1971 and August of 1974. 
(213) 272-3371. 


METRIC HARDWARE ASSORTMENT. Hex 
head bolts, machine screws, matching 
nuts, washers. 240 pieces in sturdy plastic 
parts box. Ideal for imported car, motor- 
cycle mechanics. $11.00 ppd. OHIO 
METRICS, Dept. DB243, Box 22, Warren, 
OH 44482. 


FACTORY WORKS 400 CZ DB MODIFIED 


REPLICA! Profab LTR frame mods (Sept. 
‘74 DB), LT Terry fork kit, new motor, 
swingarm bushings and shaft, D.I.D.s, 
Buchanan spokes, super seat, plastics. 
Cherry. Very trick, and very reasonably 
priced. Ask for GEORGE — (714) 981-2317. 


CUSTOM PATCHES — YOUR OWN DE- 
SIGN: For price send sketch, size, quantity, 
colors to: CHICAGO EMBLEM CO., 7025 
Clark, Chicago, IL 60626. 


porcelain; Harley 1, Harley Wings, Honda, 
Suzuki, Indian, many more — $2.50. Belt 
buckles, with colored emblems — $5.00. 
Patches — 75¢. Postage 50¢. Stamp for 
free list. Dealers write. HOOVER’S, 120D 
Fruit, Peru, IL 61354. 


HONDA YAMAHA & Husky parts ware- 
house. Any part or accessory for street, 
MX or enduro. Dealers & repair shops 
welcome. Wholesale & retail. RIFF’S 
CYCLE CENTER, INC., Rt. 1, Langhorne, 
PA 19047; (215) 752-0243. 


Gordon Jennings’ Guide- 
book to Power. Design 
Formulas for tuned ex- 
haust, port timing, carb 
size and much more for 
the engine modifier. Two 
Stroke Tuner’s Handbook, 
$5.00. 


HOW TO WIN MOTOCROSS, 
official book of the Gary 
Bailey MX School, $5.95. 
MOTORCYCLE TUNING FOR 
PERFORMANCE, how to adjust your carb and igni- 
tion, $5.95. STREET BIKE FUN, riding tips, cafe 
racers, side hacks, $5.95. TRAIL BIKE, how to get 
there and back again, $5.95. HOW TO RIDE OB- 
SERVED TRIALS, riding, scoring, laying out sec- 
tions, $5.95. THE BOONIE BOOK, makes you a 
better dirt rider in 3 weeks, $5.95. MONEYBACK 
GUARANTEE. Order direct from publisher. Send 
name, address, M.0. or check with list of books 
desired. Add 50c per book for shipping. 


H. P. BOOKS Box 5367 Dept. pB65 Tucson, AZ 
85703 DIRT BIKE 
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THE WORLD SPORTS MOTOCROSS 
JERSEY WILL GIVE YOUR RIDING 


GEAR THE COMPLETE LOOK! 
NYLON VENTED WITH PADDED 
ELBOWS AND INCLUDES YOUR BIKE 
LOGO ON THE FRONT AND 
SLEEVES WITH YOUR NAME AND 
NUMBER ON THE BACK. 


SEND $13.95 + 50¢ POSTAGE AND 
HANDLING TO: 


WORLD SPORTS PRODUCTS, INC., ATTENTION NANCY 
HIGHLAND & WHITE STS., P.O. BOX 310 
GREENSBURG, PENNA. 15601 or call (412) 836-1302 


SIZE: S M L XLG COLOR: 


BIKE NAME 
RIDER’S NAME 
RIDER’S NUMBER 


1st choice 2nd choice 


BIKE NAME ON SLEEVE YES NO 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 


STATE 
All Orders must be paid in U.S. Dollars 


July 72 IDO RIC 
How 
va ILKI 
ee) 250 Husky MAGAZINE 


ISSUES 


Oct. 74 
Chain Lube 
Shootout 


Aug. 73 
Silencer 
Nov. 72 Shootout 


Trail Riding Apr. 74 


Cylinder 
Boring 


Sept. 73 
Silencer 
Shootout 


Dec. 72 
Husky 125 
June 74 
Plastic 
Sprockets 


Dec. 74 
Riverbottom 
Grand Prix 


Oct. 73 


ganza Penton Speaks 


2-Stroke Oils 
Feb. 75 


Shoulder Pad 
Shootout 


Nov. 73 July 74 
Trail Spring Rates 
Trickery Decoded 


Nov. 74 
1975 Maico: 
The Best Yet 


Feb. 73 
Jetting Jan. 75 
PUCH 175 


Mar. 73 ISDT 


How Pros 
Maintain Bikes 


Aug. 74 
New CZ 250 


Jan. 74 
Vibration- 
proofing lights 


DIRT BIKE Magazine 


Back Issues Dept. D5-6 
Box 317, Encino, CA 91316 


Sept. 74 
KX125: 
Rotary Rocket 


April 73 
Kawasaki 
250 Test 


Feb. 74 
The Steel 
Wombat 


May 73 
250 Enduro 
Shootout 


Circle issue desired. Enclose check or money order 
for 75¢ per issue plus 25¢ per issue for postage and 
handling. For issues after October ‘74, enclose 
$1.00 plus 25¢ per issue 


NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY. 
STATE 


Mar. 74 
The Art of 
Towing 


June 73 
Block Passing 


Enclose entire ad. 


— CRASH AND BURN 


Anyone fast enough to catch a gasping get-off on film can also snatch up a fast $10 by sending it along to 
us. Here, if it qualifies, your photo will be forever enshrined upon this plush last page, in this very spot, for 
all the world to see. 


“Why is it ALWAYS my left shoulder?” (Phil Carlberg photo) 


DIRT BIKE 


Watch out! 
The new kid on the 
ock is a Bul! 


Frontera... anew name, a new 
motorcycle... but bred from the 
Pursang and the demands of the 
American Enduro experts. 


Imagine the lightest quickest Moto-Cross Bike made. . . then 
add lights, wide ratio gear box, and a list of features never 
before available on a single motorcycle. Result? . . . The Bul- 
taco Frontera, the hi-speed Enduro bike you've been waiting 
for! 


e Forward Mount Telesco “Cross” Shock Absorbers 

e 6⁄2" Rear Wheel Travel 

e 8” Front Forks Travel with GP Fork Seals and Wipers 

e Tempered Shoulderless Akront Alloy Rims 

e Exclusive “Dural” Forged Hubs (the lightest in the 
business) 

e Electrolytically Applied Chrome Brake Surface (introduced 

on the MK VII Pursangs has proven a revolutionary design) 

New Pirelli MX Tires (famous for grip in mud) 

Screws (instead of rim locks) in Rims 

Three Gallon Gas Tank with Built in Tool Box 

Chrome-Moly Frame 

Rear Grab Handles 

Six Day Style Center Stand 

Tucked in Down Pipe with 10.2” Ground Clearance 

(provides natural, comfortable rider position and no 

burned legs) 


Uncluttered design equals easy maintenance (compare 

with any other bike) 

Built in Bash Plate 

Safest Non-Slip Foot Pegs made 

Chrome-Moly Handlebars 

Front Wheel Drive—Rubber Mounted—Resettable 

Speedometer 

Rubber Mounted Lights 

Nylon Lined Control Cables with Mud Shields 

Spark Arrester Muffler (super quiet running) 

Left Side Shift 

36 mm Amal Carb (square float) 

Wide Ratio Gear Box 

Extra wide Powerband (a trademark with Bultaco) 

at i Ignition for Ease of Repair and Strong Low RPM 
par 

All these features and a total dry weight of only 229 

pounds!! The /ightest in its class!! 


Bultaco International Limited: 


P.O. Box 62547 e Virginia Beach, Virginia 23462 


Everybodys Colors! 


Red and Yellow Together look so boss, everybody claims ’em, as their 

colors. And they have a point. As racing colors, Honda Red and Yamaha 

Yellow do have that Bultaco look. No... the colors look even better For 1975, Wheels of Man offers 
on a Husky, Can-Am or a Maico. There’s an unmistakable Suzuki flavor that Red and Yellow Racing color com- 


binations in leathers, MX Rooster 


com ‘ : ike — from Al r Zund — you'll 
omes across, too. On any bike — fro sport to app — yo be Gal pente, porie, ache Romei, 


seen in your own Red and Yellow. It’s best to not be too far back in the equipment bags and much More. 
pack wearing this new color combo from Wheels of Man... you’re See it at your Wheels of Man deal- 
just too...ah... noticeable. er or send $1 for full color catalog. 


America’s Finest Rider Accessories WHEeCLS OF man 


subsidiary of The Parker Pen Company 
16622 W. Rogers Dr., New Berlin, Wis. 53151 


